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Commitment  and  Coalition: 
R2N2  National  Conference 


“We  need  more  than  just  an  intellectual  ap¬ 
preciation  for  each  other .  We  need  people  to 
sign  in  blood  on  the  dotted  line  [and  say]  Pm 
here  for  the  long  haul .  .  .  ” 


The  Trocks  P.17 


GayCommunityNews 


Vol.  11,  No.  17 


■(617)  426-4469- 


©GCN,  1983- 


November  12, 1983 


Massachusetts  Senate  Kills  Gay  Rights  Bill 

Rv  1  nrr\)  Clnlrlvimlh 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
Senate  voted  18  to  16  on  Novem¬ 
ber  1  to  send  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill  to  the  state’s  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  ostensibly  for  a 
judicial  opinion  on  the  meaning  of 
the  term  “sexual  preference”  and 
to  resolve  questions  in  some 
legislators’  minds  about  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  legislation.  The 
action  by  the  Senate,  however,  ef¬ 
fectively  kills  the  bill  for  the 
balance  of  the  current  legislative 
session. 

The  following  day,  Sen.  Royal 
Bolling,  Sr.  (D-Boston),  a  chief 
backer  of  the  legislation,  tried  to 
rescue  the  bill  by  moving  to  recon¬ 
sider  the  vote.  The  motion  failed, 
19-18. 

Houston 

Prevails 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 

HOUSTON,  Tex.  —  The  Gay 
Switchboard  of  Houston  (GSBH) 
has  come  out  on  top  in  yet  another 
of  a  series  of  tussles  with  South¬ 
western  Bell  Telephone  Company. 
GSBH  has  won  inclusion  in  the 
“Helpful  Numbers,”  or  blue 
pages,  section  of  the  telephone 
book.  This  section  lists  for  easy  ac¬ 
cess  emergency,  counselling  and 
social  service  agencies  at  the  front 
of  the  book. 

The  story  is  one  of  a  small 
grassroots  agency  tangling  suc¬ 
cessfully  with  an  unyielding 
bureaucracy  notorious  for  its  cor¬ 
porate  noninterest  in  customer  ser¬ 
vice. 

GSBH  has  been  in  existence  just 
shy  of  two  years,  has  32  volunteers 
who  work  in  pairs  to  cover  two 
shifts  from  6:00  p.m.  until  mid¬ 
night.  The  switchboard  provides 
counselling,  general  information 
and  referrals.  Rick  Grossman,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  switch¬ 
board,  told  GC/V  that  they  receive 
200  to  250  legitimate  calls  per 
week. 

Grossman  said  that  there  have 
been  other  hassles  with  the 
telephone  company  in  the  past,  in¬ 
cluding  numerous  equipment 
problems  and  foot  dragging  in 
providing  service.  When  Bell  mis¬ 
takenly  published  the  switch¬ 
board’s  address  last  year,  GSBH 
was  forced  to  move  and  South¬ 
western  Bell  was  ordered  to  foot 
the  bill  for  relocation.  The  GSMH 
had  had  an  agreement  with  Bell 
not  to  publish  the  address. 

A  Public  Utilities  Commission 
official  intervened  in  the  latest 
episode.  A1  Erwin  told  GCN, 
“What  it  amounted  to  was  that 
somebody  didn’t  think  it  would  be 
nice  to  put  a  gay  organization  in 
the  blue  pages.  1  just  told  them  to 
put  it  in.  If  you  have  some 
legitimate  reason  like  not  paying 
your  bill,  then  that’s  one  thing.  If 
you’re  just  not  putting  them  in 
there  because  they’re  gay,  that’s 
not  a  good  reason.” 

Erwin  told  GCN  that  he  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  GSBH.  “The  Gay 
Switchboard  is  real  good.  It  serves 
a  huge  community,  one  of  the 
largest  gay  communities  in  the 
country.  With  the  AIDS  scare  and 
everything  else,  they  need  to  be  in 
there.  The  United  Way  recognizes 
them.  People  speak  very  highly  of 
them  down  here.” 

Grossman,  director  of  the 
switchboard,  said  that  problems 
began  several  months  ago  when  he 
requested  an  application  to  be  in- 


The  Senate’s  action  came  as 
something  of  a  surprise  because 
the  legislators  had  voted  in  favor 
of  the  bill  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
parliamentary  procedure.  On  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  after  an  unusually  heated 
debate  punctuated  by  name-call¬ 
ing,  the  Senate  had  voted  to  send 
the  legislation  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means,  ostensibly 
for  a  review  of  the  costs  involved 
in  enforcing  policies  of  non-dis¬ 
crimination.  When  the  bill  re¬ 
turned  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
on  November  1  with  an  un¬ 
favorable  report,  the  legislators 
voted  21  to  18  to  reject  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  recommendation. 

Questioned  shortly  after  the 
vote  by  a  group  of  reporters  out¬ 


side  the  Senate  chamber,  support¬ 
ers  and  lobbyists  for  the  bill  were 
guardedly  jubilant. 

“Obviously  the  debate  in  the 
Senate  today  was  very,  very  en¬ 
couraging,”  said  Rep.  Thomas 
Vallely  (D-Back  Bay),  chief  spon¬ 
sor  of  the  bill  in  the  House,  which 
voted  the  legislation  through  on 
September  27.  “If  there  are  no 
parliamentary  manuevers,  I’m 
sure  it’ll  be  on  the  Governor’s  desk 
shortly.” 

Several  minutes  later,  however, 
the  senators  returned  to  the 
chamber  to  vote,  18  to  16,  to  send 
the  bill  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  (SJC)  for  an  opinion. 

Three  senators  with  a  record  of 
support  for  the  legislation  were 


Switchboard 
Over  Ma  Bell 


eluded  in  the  blue  pages.  He  was 
told  that  customers  could  not  re¬ 
quest  their  own  inclusion.  Rather, 
the  telephone  company’s  directory 
assistance  department  would  in¬ 
itiate  the  procedure,  but  only  if 
they  received  a  sufficient  volume 
of  calls  from  customers  requesting 
the  number. 

So  the  answer  was  no. 

Grossman  called  the  same  office 
the  next  day  only  to  be  told  by  a 
different  employee  that  the  organi¬ 
zation  could  apply  and  an  applica¬ 
tion  would  be  sent. 

So  the  answer  was  maybe. 

When  the  application  did  not  ar¬ 
rive,  Grossman  called  and  made  a 
second  request  for  an  application 
and  was  told  that  the  previous  ap¬ 
plication  had  been  declined. 

This  was  puzzling  since  GSBH 
had  never  filed  a  previous  applica¬ 
tion. 

Grossman  again  requested  the 
application,  asking  for  the  phone 
company’s  guidelines  for  inclu¬ 
sion.  The  department  he  spoke 
with  did  not  know;  they  only  sent 
out  the  applications,  they  did  not 
evaluate  them. 

Through  further  wrangling, 
GSBH  obtained  not  only  an  appli¬ 
cation  but  also  the  guidelines  for 
inclusion,  the  sending  of  which 
Grossman  said  took  special  per¬ 
mission  from  within  the  telephone 
company. 

Perhaps  sensing  some  recalci¬ 
trance  on  the  part  of  the  phone 
company,  GSBH  not  only  filled 
out  the  application  but  added  a 
two-page  typewritten  letter  to  sup¬ 
plement  the  application,  some¬ 
thing  which  was  not  required  or 
even  requested  by  the  phone  com¬ 
pany. 

The  application  which  GSBH 
submitted,  according  to  Gross- 
man,  detailed  point  by  point  why 
the  switchboard  qualified  and  also 
summarized  the  organization’s 
past  dealings  with  Ma  Bell. 

Grossman  told  GCN  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  application,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  group  be  non¬ 
profit,  that  it  be  open  when  it 
advertises  it  is  open,  and  that  it 
have  trained  volunteers  available 
to  staff  the  phones. 

The  switchboard  meets  these 
qualifications. 

GSBH  submitted  the  applica¬ 
tion  and  waited  about  seven  weeks 
for  a  reply,  but  none  was  forth¬ 
coming. 

Grossman,  who  by  now  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  cauliflower  ear,  called 
again  and  was  told  the  application 


had  been  denied  at  the  local  level. 
He  was  told  that  the  application 
was  rejected  either  because  of  lack 
of  available  space  or  because  the 
organization  received  an  insuffi¬ 
cient  number  of  calls. 

Grossman  said  that  the  number- 
of-calls  criterion  is  listed  in  the 
guidelines,  but  that  this  is  a  judge¬ 
ment  decision.  A1  Erwin,  of  the 
utilities  commission  told  GCN  that 
the  phone  company  would  have  no 
way  of  knowing  how  many  calls  go 
Continued  on  page  7 


curiously  absent  from  the  Senate 
chamber  during  the  vote  on  the 
motion  to  send  the  bill  to  the  SJC. 
The  three,  Sens.  Chester  Atkins 
(D-Concord),  Gerard  D’Amico 
(D-Worcester)  and  John  Olver 
(D-Amherst),  are  all  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  and  all  had  dissented  on 
the  unfavorable  committee  report; 
their  votes  against  the  SJC  motion 
would  have  prevented  the  attempt 
to  kill  the  bill. 

Atkins,  who  chairs  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  later  told  a 
reporter  he  had  been  in  his  office 
at  the  time  of  the  vote  and  did  not 
realize  a  rollcall  was  in  progress. 
Asked  by  the  reporter  if  he  had 
planned  to  vote  on  the  motion, 
Atkins  replied,  “That  was  my  in¬ 
tention,  yes.” 

One  observer,  however,  told 
GCN  she  saw  Atkins  standing  in 


the  Senate  lobby  while  the  vote 
was  proceeding. 

Sen.  Louis  Bertonazzi  (D-Mil- 
ford),  who  had  supported  the  bill 
in  previous  debate,  reversed 
himself  and  voted  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  kill  the  bill.  GCN  visited 
Bertonazzi’s  office  in  an  attempt 
to  learn  why  the  senator  had 
changed  his  vote,  but  the  door  to 
Bertonazzi’s  inner  office  was 
quickly  slammed  and  an  aide  said 
the  senator  would  be  unavailable 
for  an  interview. 

Sen.  Royal  Bolling,  Sr.  began 
the  next  day’s  session  with  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  call  for  reconsideration 
of  the  vote.  Under  Senate  rules, 
such  a  reconsideration  motion 
must  be  offered  before  the  Senate 
takes  up  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Sen.  Daniel  Foley  (D-Worcester), 
the  presiding  officer  at  the  time, 
followed  the  usual  procedure  of 
gaveling  through  the  formal  pre¬ 
liminaries  and  began  the  orders 
before  Bolling  had  a  chance  to  call 
out  his  motion.  Bolling  demanded 
a  brief  recess,  and  senators  spent 
the  next  hour  huddled  around  the 
president’s  rostrum  arguing 
whether  to  allow  Bolling’s  motion. 

Because  the  motion  for  recon¬ 
sideration  was  not  offered  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  original 
vote,  Bolling  had  to  obtain 
unanimous  consent  from  the 
senators  present.  Such  consent  is 
usually  given  as  a  courtesy  to  any 
legislator  who  asks  for  it,  and  it 
Continued  on  page  8 


Boston  Elections  1983: 
Style  or  Substance? 


District  8 


King  and  Flynn 


David  Scondras 

By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Voters  in  the 
closely  observed  District  8  city 
council  race  will  go  to  the  polls  on 
November  15  to  make  their  final 
choice  between  an  openly  gay 
community  activist  and  a  former 
Carter  White  House  aide  and  cam¬ 
paign  manager  for  Boston  School 
Committee  member  John 
O’Bryant. 

Asked  to  characterize  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  himself  and  his 
opponent,  David  Scondras  cites 
his  experience  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  says  his  opponent, 
Mark  Roosevelt,  lacks  that  experi¬ 
ence. 

“If  you  take  any  specific  area,” 
says  Scondras,  “such  as  housing, 
elderly  people,  racism,  public 
schools,  public  safety  . . .  one 
thing  that  becomes  clear  im¬ 
mediately  is  that  on  every  single 
one  of  those  issues  I  can  point  to 
an  accomplishment.” 

Politically,  says  Scondras,  “my 
concern  has  always  been  and  prob¬ 
ably  always  will  be  to  create,  open 
up  access  to  people  who  have 
historically  been  denied  access  . . . 


whether  that’s  access  to  services, 
whether  that’s  access  to  health 
care,  or  dignity,  in  the  case  of  gay 
and  lesbian  people.  As  a  result,  1 
am  more  concerned  with  people 
that  are  going  to  lose  their  homes 
to  condominium  conversion  than  1 
am  to  condo  developers  as  a 
group.” 

“There  certainly  are  some 
philosophical  differences,”  says 
Roosevelt.  “There  are  also  a  lot  of 
stylistic  differences,  which  in  the 
end  I  think  might  be  just  as  impor¬ 
tant.” 

“I  am  not  combatative,” 
Roosevelt  says.  “I  try  to  work  with 
people  with  whom  I  have  dif¬ 
ferences.” 

“I  think  that  my  positions  on 
condominium  conversion  and  rent 
control  are  very  protective  of 
tenants’  rights,  whereas  his  are  too 
broad,”  Roosevelt  notes.  “I 
basically  would  have  a  strict  stan¬ 
dard  of  insuring  that  developers 
would  have  to  find  alternative 
housing  for  people  in  the  same 
neighborhood.” 

Roosevelt  also  favors  the  use  of 
a  speculation  tax  on  capital  gains 
from  condominium  conversion  to 
discourage  “the  kind  of  quick,  no¬ 
improvement  conversions  that 
have  the  least  social  value.” 

“Mark  consistently  proposes 
variations  in  which  he  attempts  to 
say  that  people  will  be  protected 
who  deserve  it,”  responds  Scon¬ 
dras,  “presumably  people  that  he, 
Mark  Roosevelt,  determines  de¬ 
serve  it.” 

On  issues  specifically  of  concern 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Roose- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Mel  King 

By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  With  the  Novem¬ 
ber  15  mayoral  runnoff  election 
not  far  off,  candidates  Mel  King 
and  Ray  Flynn  are  stepping  up  ef¬ 
forts  to  counteract  an  impression 
in  the  mainstream  media  that  the 
difference  between  the  two  is  one 
more  of  style  than  of  substance. 

King,  who  represented  his  South 
End  district  from  1973  to  1982  in 
the  state  legislature,  has  long  been 
known  as  a  progressive  supporter 
of  lesbian  and  gay  issues  and 
women’s  issues;  he  is  an  activist 
who  speaks  freely  of  the  racism, 
sexism  and  homophobia  which 
divide  the  city  and  notes  the  con¬ 
nection  between  his  oppression  as 
a  black  man  and  the  oppression  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  King’s  long¬ 
standing  record  of  support  has 
brought  significant  numbers  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  into  his  cam¬ 
paign  as  welcome  partners  in  his 
“rainbow  coalition”  of  the  under¬ 
represented  in  Boston. 

Ray  Flynn,  who  has  served  since 
Continued  on  page  7 
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quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  believe  that  criticizing  issues  or  writing 
about  love  in  all  its  forms  is  an  alternative  culture.  I 
don’t  know  how  we  can  go  through  our  lives,  read  the 
papers  we  do,  consume  the  amount  of  television,  and 
not  be  affected  by  the  horrors  that  are  going  on.  All 
people  feel  these  things.  It’s  a  contradiction  to  see 
things  separated  into  little  pockets.  We  have  a  range 
of  emotions,  a  range  of  compassion  —  why  is  it  so 
alternative,  so  weird,  or  so  rare  to  comment  on  all 
these  things?” 

—  Lorraine  Segreto,  Canadian  musician, 
responding  to  the  criticism  that  her  band,  Lorraine 
and  the  Parachute  Club,  is  a  political,  left-wing  band 
which  speaks  mostly  to  “alternative  cultures,”  The 
Body  Politic,  November,  1983. 


queerbashing  documented 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF)  reports  that  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1983, 
1682  incidents  of  harassment,  threats  and  attacks 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  were  reported  to  its; 
Violence  Project.  Documented  by  the  NGTF  Crisisline 
and  twelve  local  violence  projects  across  the  country, 
these  incidents  will  be  included  in  NGTF’s  first  an¬ 
nual  audit  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence,  scheduled  for 
publication  early  next  year. 

NGTF  notes  that  the  gay  community  was  hit  this 
year  by  the  first  wave  of  violence  attributed  to  an  AIDS 
backlash.  San  Francisco’s  Community  United 
Against  Violence  (CUAV)  reported  that  fear 
associated  with  AIDS  and  hatred  of  gay  men, 
perceived  as  “contagious”,  was  a  motivation  factor  in 
nearly  20  percent  of  all  incidents  reported  this  year.  In 
Seattle,  gangs  of  youths  beating  up  “plague-carrying- 
faggots”  were  responsible  for  22  attacks  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

Homophobic  assailants  have  also  been  hard  at 
work  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  attacking  the 
town’s  sizable  lesbian  community  with  sexual 
assaults  and  vandalizing  lesbian-identified 
establishments  and  phone  and  verbal  threats. 

Of  the  incidents  reported  to  NGTF,  57  percent 
(965)  are  verbal  harassment  or  intimidation,  28  per¬ 
cent  (478)  are  physical  assaults  (including  sexual 
assaults  and  attacks  with  weapons),  and  one  percent 
(15)  are  homocides.  Four  percent  (59)  are  incidents  of 
arson  or  vandalism  of  property,  and  10  percent  (165) 
are  other  types  of  crimes  not  yet  classified.  Seven  per¬ 
cent  (119)  of  all  incidents  reported  involved  police 
harassment  or  brutality. 

For  those  persons  living  in  communities  without 
a  violence  documentation  project,  the  NGTF’s 
toll-free  Crisisline  number  is  (800)  221-7044.  In  New 
York,  Alaska,  and  Hawaii,  call  (212)  807-6016.  The 
Crisisline,  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  3-9  p.m. 
(Eastern  Time),  is  staffed  by  trained  personnel  who 
will  take  a  confidential  report  and  refer  calls  to  local 
support  services. 


aids  no  reason  for  sodomy  statutes 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  National  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates  (NGRA)  has  filed  a  brief  in  the  Texas  sodomy 
appeal  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Fifth  Cir¬ 
cuit  in  New  Orleans  urging  that  controlling  AIDS  not 
be  accepted  as  a  rationale  for  reenactment  of  the 
state’s  sodomy  statute. 

In  1982,  a  U.S.  District  Court  struck  down  the 
Texas  sodomy  statute  on  constitutional  grounds.  The 
case  is  now  on  appeal  in  the  Fifth  Circuit  where  the 
Amarillo  district  attorney  is  arguing  that  the  sodomy 
statute  is  necessary  to  control  AIDS.  Leonard  Graff  of 
NGRA  noted  that  it  is  improper  to  bring  up  a  new 
issue  when  a  case  is  on  appeal.  “And  even  if  they 
could,  it  is  a  weak  argument  because  nobody  had 
even  heard  of  AIDS  at  the  time  the  Texas  legislature 
enacted  the  sodomy  statute,”  Graff  said. 


army  hiring  practices  protested 

NEWARK  —  A  small  group  of  law  students  and 
faculty  members  at  Rutgers  University’s  Newark  cam¬ 
pus  staged  an  Oct.  23  protest  against  U.S.  Army  hiring 
policies  which  discriminate  against  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  and  non-whites.  The  demonstration  was  promp¬ 
ted  by  the  presence  of  a  recruiter  on  the  law  school 
campus,  who  interviewed  about  25  students. 

One  protest  organizer  and  member  of  the 
school’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  accused  Rutgers 
of  "aiding  and  abetting”  the  discriminaton  by  allow¬ 
ing  the  Army  recruiter  on  campus. 

James  Credle,  assistant  dean  of  student  affairs 
and  director  of  the  school’s  Office  of  Veteran  Affairs, 
called  upon  the  demonstrators  to  "challenge  the 
racism  and  sexism  inside  yourself.” 

“If  you  get  in  touch  with  your  own  feelings,  you 
can  help  others  get  in  touch  with  theirs,”  Credle  said. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  school  said  that  permis¬ 
sion  to  conduct  interviews  on  campus  did  not  imply 
university  approval  of  Army  hiring  policies. 


poolside  controversies  at  the  boston  y 

BOSTON  —  Just  when  you  thought  it  was  safe  to 
go  back  into  the  water,  there  are  a  group  of  women 
outside  the  Boston  YWCA  who  say  you’d  better  not. 

The  women,  a  core  group  of  five  pool  workers, 
were  fired  from  their  jobs  when  they  refused  to  go  into 
the  water  and  began  telling  others  to  do  the  same 
because  they  believed  the  pool  was  unsafe. 

The  problems  began  in  the  fall  of  1982  when  the 
pool  was  closed  for  what  Lucia  Becquart,  the  YWCA’s 
executive  director  told  GCN  was  a  “cosmetic” 
coating  of  the  inner  pool.  After  the  work  was  com¬ 
pleted,  some  pool  users  and  even  spectators,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fired  workers,  began  suffering  reactions  of 
burning  and  irritation  to  the  skin  and  face  with  some 
reporting  feelings  of  nausea.  The  pool  was  closed  for 
a  year  as  the  YWCA  tried  to  rectify  the  problem. 

Becquart  told  GCN  that  the  original  problem  was 
“uncured  pockets  of  polymer  resin  which  never  dried 
properly  ....  We  finally  bit  the  bullet  and  had  the  in¬ 
side  of  the  pool  ground  out.” 

When  the  pool  reopened  this  past  August,  it  was 
given  a  clean  bill  of  health  by  the  Y  management,  but 
pool  personnel  claimed  to  be  experiencing  problems 
similar  to  those  of  last  year,  though  now  less  severe 
and  involving  fewer  people.  They  concluded  that  the 
original  problems  had  not  completely  been  resolved 
and  that  the  pool  was  still  unsafe.  The  former 
employees  are  demanding  that  the  Y  do  further 
testing  which  will  directly  address  the  question  of  the 
polymer  resin  used  in  the  pool  and  not  just  test  the 
chlorine,  pH  and  bacterial  counts  which  they  main¬ 
tain  are  not  the  problem. 

Becquart  said  that  even  though  the  Y  considers 
the  pool  to  be  safe,  they  will  begin  a  new  round  of 
testing  on  the  resin  to  allay  the  public’s  fears  about 
the  pool.  She  acknowledged  a  dropoff  in  the  number 
of  people  using  the  pool.  And  she  also  said  the  fired 
employees  would  not  be  reinstated. 


IlF  YOU  WORK 
FOR  PEACE 


I 
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war  tax  resistance 

BOSTON  —  A  theologian  and  a  staff  member  of 
Gay  Community  News  filed  suit  on  Oct.  27  to  contest 
a  newly-enacted  IRS  regulation  which  mandates  a 
penalty  for  persons  filing  “frivolous”  returns.  Both  in¬ 
dividuals  were  penalized  $500  for  writing  anti-war 
statements  of  conscience  on  their  1982  federal  in¬ 
come  tax  forms.  Attorney  David  Kelston  will  repre¬ 
sent  the  two  on  behalf  of  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts. 

Larry  Goldsmith,  reporter  for  GCN  and  Sharon 
Welch,  a  professor  at  Harvard  Divinity  School,  in¬ 
dependently  filed  tax  returns  containing  complete 
and  correct  information.  But  each  claimed  a  “war 
tax”  deduction  on  their  1040  forms.  Both  explained  in 
letters  that  they  could  not  in  good  conscience  allow 
for  the  percentage  of  federal  income  tax  that  funds 
the  U.S  military  and  asked  that  the  balance  of  their 
tax  be  put  to  peaceful  use.  The  IRS  labelled  the 
statements  “frivolous”  and  imposed  $500  penalties 
on  each  plaintiff. 

The  suit  maintains  that  the  actions  were  sym¬ 
bolic  because  Goldsmith  and  Welch  had  already  paid 
in  excess  of  their  1982  tax  obligations  through  payroll 
withholding.  And,  the  IRS  essentially  agreed  with  this 
by  sending  refunds  to  which  the  protestors  were  en¬ 
titled. 

In  a  joint  statement,  the  plaintiffs  said  that  they 
were  penalized  “for  exercising  a  First  Amendment 
right  to  symbolic  expression,  a  statement  against 
war.  And  recent  U.S.  acts  of  militarism  in  the  Middle 
East,  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  certainly 
underscore  the  need  for  such  protest.” 

(A  related  Speaking  Out  appears  on  page  6  of  this 
issue.) 


two  boylovers  plea-bargain 

HACKENSACK,  N.J.  —  Ten  days  after  NAMBLA 
activist  Jim  Cooper  was  convicted  on  four  counts  of 
criminal  sexual  contact  with  an  underage  boy,  two 
other  boylovers  have  entered  guilty  pleas  to  reduced 
charges,  according  to  the  Bergen  Record. 

Vincent  Albrecht  of  Clifton,  N.J.,  a  43-year-old 
banker,  pleaded  guilty  to  charges  of  “sexually 
assaulting”  a  14-year-old  boy.  And  Larry  Plunkett,  41, 
a  former  department  store  manager,  pleaded  guilty  to 
taking  nude  photographs  of  another  14-year-old,  con¬ 
sidered  endangering  the  welfare  of  a  child.  During 
plea-bargaining,  the  Bergen  County  Prosecutor’s  office 
agreed  to  drop  1 3  additional  charges  against  Albrecht 
and  six  charges  against  Plunkett. 

Prosecutor  Larry  McClure  said  the  pleas  were 
negotiated  to  “spare  the  victims  further  trauma”  and 
said  he  would  request  prison  terms  for  the  two  men. 
Each  one  faces  a  five-year  term  at  sentencing  on  Jan. 
6,  the  same  day  Jim  Cooper  is  due  to  appear.  Both  will 
probably  also  undergo  evaluation  at  the  Adult 
Diagnostic  and  Treatment  Center  in  Avenel,  N.J.,  a 
prison  for  sex  offenders,  to  determine  if  they  are 
“compulsive  and  repetitive”  in  their  behavior. 

Albrecht  was  a  member  of  a  New  Jersey  chapter 
of  NAMBLA  which  has  since  disbanded.  Charges  are 
pending  against  another  former  NAMBLA  member, 
John  Stackhouse,  a  28-year-old  nurse  from  Little 
Falls,  and  against  Louis  “Chip”  DeFfaa,  a  part-time 
reporter  for  the  Ridgewood  News.  DeFfaa,  who  has 
never  been  involved  with  NAMBLA,  is  accused  of 
“assaulting”  David  Carlson,  the  same  individual  who 
testified  against  Jim  Cooper. 


tearoom  defendants  harassed  by 
police,  press 

ORILLIA,  Ontario  —  The  arrests  of  32  men  for 
having  sex  in  a  public  washroom  at  the  Orillia  Opera 
House  has  prompted  criticism  of  the  use  of  secret 
cameras  by  police  to  gather  evidence,  according  to 
The  Body  Politic. 

Although  the  police  refuse  to  discuss  the  opera¬ 
tion,  a  reporter  for  a  local  paper  discovered  at  least 
two  hidden  video  cameras  installed  in  the  dimly-lit 
basement  washroom.  It  is  also  known  that  men  leav¬ 
ing  the  washroom  were  followed  by  police  to  their 
cars  to  record  license  numbers.  All  warrants  against 
the  men  were  executed  several  weeks  after  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  tearoom  following  a  Sept.  6  press 
conference.  Letters  to  the  local  paper  have  com¬ 
mented  “there  are  other  things  our  police  force 
should  be  spending  time  on,”  and  “they’re  not  protec¬ 
ting  anyone.”  Lawyers  for  the  defendants  will 
challenge  the  use  of  the  videotapes. 

The  defendants  lost  one  tangential  battle  —  in  a 
squabble  with  newspapers  over  the  printing  of  their 
names,  a  judge  ruled  that  the  right  of  the  press  to 
cover  court  matters  takes  precedence  over  concern 
for  any  embarrassment  the  accused  might  suffer. 
When  names  were  released,  some  of  the  accused 
were  immediately  subjected  to  harassing  phone 
calls. 

As  if  the  secret  cameras  and  the  phone  calls 
weren’t  enough,  when  18  of  the  men  arrived  at  the 
courthouse  for  their  first  appearance  on  Sept.  19, 
gawkers  lined  the  walls  of  the  courtroom  and  stood 
outside  in  the  hallway  while  they  were  remanded  to 
November  trial  dates.  When  the  men  left  the  court¬ 
house,  they  were  greeted  by  more  spectators  and 
several  reporters  and  TV  camerapeople,  some  of 
whom  pursued  one  man  all  the  way  around  the 
building. 

Some  of  the  men  have  lost  their  jobs  and  all 
report  an  overwhelming  sense  of  devastation 
resulting  from  their  arrests.  But,  some  also  report  a 
great  deal  of  support  from  friends  and  co-workers. 

One  man  said  that,  at  first,  he  had  comtemplated 
suicide,  but  as  friends,  family  and  co-workers  rallied 
around  him,  he  is  developing  a  different  attitude.  “I’m 
a  star  of  stage,  screen  and  the  Orillia  Opera  House,” 
he  said.  But  he  is  quick  to  add,  “I’m  lucky.  I  don’t  have 
a  wife  and  kids  that  didn’t  know  what  was  going  on.” 


adding  insult  to  injury 

DENVER  —  A  man  with  AIDS  who  had  once 
before  been  refused  public  services  when  it  was 
learned  he  had  AIDS  has  again  been  insulted  by  the 
same  overreactive  police  officer,  according  to  the 
Washington  Post. 

Henry  Pena  was  injured  in  a  minor  traffic  acci¬ 
dent  recently  in  Denver.  He  chipped  a  tooth  and  sus¬ 
tained  cuts  to  his  mouth.  Patrolman  Key  Boyd 
responded  to  the  call  and  recognized  Pena  as  the  man 
whose  house  he  had  fled  in  August  when  he  learned 
Pena  had  AIDS  during  a  routine  burglary  investiga¬ 
tion.  Boyd  evidently  learned  nothing  from  the  first 
incident,  since  he  summoned  a  hazardous  materials 
team  to  clean  up  Pena’s  blood. 


mmm 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Organizing  Brooklyn  College ,  Critiquing  Nicaragua 

Feminist  Forum:  Provocative,  Contradictory 


By  Sarah  Schulman 
NEW  YORK  —  I  have  written 
about  the  New  York  feminist  com¬ 
munity  for  four  years,  but  few 
events  have  felt  as  significant  as 
the  October  28  forum  “Women  in 
Struggle  —  Medgar  Evers,  Nicara¬ 
gua,  Seneca”  sponsored  by  Ikon 
magazine.  The  evening  was  pro¬ 
voking,  stimulating  and  packed  with 
contradictions  opening  up  new 
areas  of  work  within  the  activist 
women’s  movement.  Ikon  editor 
Susan  Sherman  explained  that  she 
wanted  to  create  an  event  where 
lesbians,  feminists,  women  of  the 
left  and  women  of  color  could 
come  together. 


News  Commentary 


Zala  Chandler,  a  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  at  Medgar  Evers  College  in 
central  Brooklyn  gave  the  keynote 
address.  “This  is  the  most  difficult 
speech  I’ve  ever  made  because  at 
this  very  moment  my  people  are 
being  murdered  in  Grenada  in  the 
name  of  democracy. . .  .  How  dif¬ 
ficult  the  times  when  10,000  peo¬ 
ple  march  in  New  York  City 
against  the  war  in  Grenada  when 
we,  in  1983,  have  not  been  able  to 
do  anything  else  but  march .... 
How  difficult  the  times  when  we 
watch  black  people  kill  black  peo¬ 
ple  in  Grenada  for  a  democracy 
they  can’t  even  find  at  home.” 

Chandler  has  been  a  primary 
organizer  at  Medgar  Evers,  a  two- 
year  college  in  the  second  poorest 
congressional  district  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  also  located  in  the  se¬ 
cond  largest  concentration  of 
black  people  in  the  world.  It  was 
opened  by  City  Univeristy  of  New 
York  in  response  to  the  black 
liberation  movement  of  the  1960s 
and  currently  serves  a  student 
body  that  is  95  percent  black,  75 
percent  female  and  50  percent  of 
Caribbean  origin.  Through  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  appointment  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Trent,  a  black  man  who  op¬ 
poses  black  studies,  the  curriculum 
has  been  diluted  and  services 
deteriorated.  In  1982,  students  and 


faculty  occupied  Trent’s  office  for 
110  days,  forcing  his  resignation. 
Now  they  have  opened  a  women’s 
center  and  are  agitating  for  a  series 
of  demands,  from  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  black  woman  president 
to  the  re-institution  of  a  four-year 
degree  program  to  toilet  paper  in 
the  bathrooms. 

Chandler  was  followed  by 
Safiya  Bendele,  also  on  Medgar 
Evers’  faculty.  Bendele  is  the  chair 
of  the  women’s  division  of  the 
Black  United  Front  and  founder 
of  the  Sisterhood  of  Black  Single 
Mothers.  She  is  also  the  director  of 
the  new  women’s  center  at  Medgar 
Evers. 

Bendele  addressed  services  to 
black  women.  “We  have  been 
written  out  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  we  have  been  written  out  of 
the  black  liberation  movement 
....  What  do  you  hold  on  to?” 

While  listing  the  center’s  pro¬ 
grams,  Bendele  asked,  “What  do 
you  do  if  you  think  you’re  a  les¬ 
bian  because  you  hate  men,  but 
you  don’t  want  to  be  a  lesbian?” 
This  provoked  hissing  from  the 
predominantly  white  lesbian  au¬ 
dience.  “What’s  that  noise?” 
Bendele  asked  from  the  stage.  This 
released  some  of  the  tension 
engendered  by  Chandler’s  omis¬ 
sion  of  issues  related  to  homo¬ 
phobia  or  heterosexism,  or  even 
the  words  “lesbian”  or  “gay.” 
Chandler  also  introduced  black 
lesbian  feminist  Audre  Lorde  from 
the  audience  as  “a  mother  and  an 
educator.” 

The  second  part  of  the  evening 
was  built  around  a  talk  by 
Adrienne  Rich  about  her  recent 
trip  to  Nicaragua.  She  spoke  to  the 
“cultural  chauvinism”  of  North 
American  feminism  which  “feeds 
itself  on  racism.”  She  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  American  feminism 
has  “defined  and  organized 
around  areas  hitherto  not  defined 
as  political,”  but  that  the  move¬ 
ment  reflects  the  “manic  self- 
assertion  of  privilege”  that  has 
motivated  the  U.S.  since  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  the  Cold  War. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  off  our 


backs,  Rich  wrote  that  U.S. 
feminists  should  not  use  their 
politics  about  abortion  (among 
other  issues)  as  a  measure  of  the 
status  of  women  in  revolutionary 
Nicaragua.  “The  priority  at  this 
moment  is  life  itself  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  revolution,”  Rich 
told  the  forum  audience. 

In  the  same  issue,  Susan  Sher¬ 
man  quotes  Milo  Vargas, 
Nicaraguan  chief  counsel,  as  say¬ 
ing,  “We  cannot  pass  a  law  on 
abortion  without  preparing  the 
people... for  many  Nicaraguan 
women,  the  revolution  has  come 
to  signify  the  right  to  be  a 
mother.”  Sherman  then  quotes 
Margaret  Randle  that  “abortion 
legislation.  .  .in  the  context  of  the 
present  Nicaraguan  society  would 
be  a  perfect  issue  for  the  right  wing 
to  exploit.”  She  concludes  that 
“most  Nicaraguans  are  Catholic 
and  that  permeates  every  facet  of 
their  life  and  thought.” 

However,  Jennifer  Hull,  in  the 
same  issue,  records  that  “Maria 
Lillian  Torres,  director  of 
Children’s  Hospital  in  the  Valez 
Pias  sites  unsafe  abortion  as  one  of 
the  three  major  causes  of  maternal 
death  in  Nicaragua.”  They  see  one 
or  two  women  a  day  with  botched 
abortions.  In  Managua,  one  hos¬ 
pital  admits  ten  women  a  day  as  a 
result  of  illegal  abortions,  in  this 
country  of  three  million  people. 

This  presentation  by  Rich  marks 
a  dramatic  departure  for  her.  As  a 
leading  theoritician  of  the  les¬ 
bian/feminist  movement,  she  has 
previosly  articulated  a  politic 
assuming  that  the  sexual  coercion 
of  women  into  heterosexuality  is 
the  central  theme  of  culture  and  is 
used  to  control  all  women.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  she  has  analyzed  sexual 
oppression  as  a  major  mode  of 
social  control  and  not  a  peripheral 
civil  rights  issue  for  the  deviant 
community. 

In  this  speech,  however,  Rich 
suspended  her  sexual  analysis. 
Responding  to  the  tragedy  of  U.S. 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  and  the 
powerlessness  of  the  American  op¬ 
position  to  affect  the  government, 


Pediatricians  Hear  of 
Gay  Teens’  Struggles 


By  William  Michaud 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Remark¬ 
ing  that  “this  conference  should 
have  been  given  years  ago,”  Dr. 
Ken  Sladkin,  chairman  of  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Adolescent  Health  de¬ 
livered  opening  remarks  at  an  Oct. 
23  symposium  on  gay  teenagers 
convened  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Academy  of 
Pediatrics  (AAP).  The  symposium 
audience  was  composed  of 
members  of  the  Society  for 
Adolescent  Medicine,  the  adoles¬ 
cent  health  section  of  the  AAP  and 
several  gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
the  Bay  Area. 

The  symposium  marks  the  first 
time  the  problems  of  gay  teenagers 
have  been  discussed  in  such  a  set¬ 
ting,  although  the  Academy’s 
Committee  on  Adolescence  in 
August,  1983  published  guidelines 
regarding  services  to  gay  youth. 
Those  guidelines  were  cautious 
and  reserved,  but  did  advocate  a 
greater  sensitivity  on  the  parts  of 
physicians  in  counseling  and  help¬ 
ing  gay  teens  to  cope  with  the 
social  stigma  attached  to  gay  sex¬ 
uality. 

Sladkin  moderated  the  sym¬ 
posium  with  a  cheeriness  and  an 
aggressively  liberal  attitude.  He 
alternated  between  helpful  con¬ 
cern  for  coping  with  the  problems 
caused  by  pressures  on  teenaged 
gay  people,  in  and  out  of  the 
closet,  and  an  oddly  jocular 
“some  of  my  best  friends  ...”  at¬ 
titude.  Sladkin  seemed  prepared 
for  some  Back  from  the  audience, 


but  received  none. 

David  Kopay,  former  profes¬ 
sional  football  player,  addressed 
“the  most  deeply  entrenched  lies 
and  myths  in  American  culture.” 
He  described  the  cultural  bias 
which  makes  it  impossible  to  talk 
about  love  when  “it’s  okay  to  ex¬ 
press  hate  and  violence.” 

William  Owen  and  James  Kra- 
jeski,  gay  physicians  who  have 
written  extensively  on  aspects  of 
gay  health,  stressed  the  pediatri¬ 
cian’s  potential  role  as  educator 
and  counsellor,  as  well  as  buffer 
between  teens  and  parents  during 
the  coming  out  process.  Dr.  Kra- 
jeski  made  a  point  of  declaring 
unethical  any  breach  of  confiden¬ 
tiality  caused  by  discussion  of  an 
adolescent’s  sexuality  with  the 
adults  in  his/her  life. 

Most  interesting  of  the  panelists 
were  Dorothy  Abrahamson, 
mother  of  a  lesbian  and  a  gay  man, 
and  Aaron  Fricke,  a  gay  man  who 
sued  his  Cumberland,  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  high  school  for  the  right  to 
bring  a  male  date  to  his  senior 
prom.  Abrahamson  related  the 
stages  she  went  through  in  accept¬ 
ing  her  children,  saying,  “When  a 
child  comes  out  of  the  closet,  the 
parents  go  in.” 

Fricke,  in  a  moving  description 
of  the  unique  situation  of  gay 
teens,  made  the  sharpest  state¬ 
ments  of  the  symposium.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  usual  definition  of 
homophobia,  Fricke  also  called  it 
“the  chosen  ignorance  of  homo¬ 


sexuality  and  homosexual  feeling” 
and  he  compared  parental  homo¬ 
phobia  to  child  abuse.  Fricke 
described  for  the  appreciative  au¬ 
dience  the  “sense  of  strangling 
isolation”  many  gay  teens  feel  and 
went  on  to  say  that  “doctors  can 
be  saviors  or  inquisitors.” 

The  value  of  the  symposium 
seemed  largely  symbolic  —  declar¬ 
ing  publicly  that  gay  feelings  are 
not  a  disease  and  advocating  basic 
civil  and  medical  rights  for  gay  and 
lesbian  people  ranked  very  high  on 
the  agendas  of  panelists  and  au¬ 
dience  members  alike. 

Although  two  gay  physicians 
and  one  gay  student  participated 
as  panelists,  there  was  no  represen¬ 
tation  from  the  lesbian  community 
and  virtually  no  discussion  of  les¬ 
bian/feminist  concerns.  Neither 
was  the  AAP’s  August  statement 
on-  “Homosexuality  and  Adoles¬ 
cence”  disputed.  Although  the 
statement  was  cautiously  liberal,  it 
nevertheless  recommended  “refer¬ 
ral  for  psychotherapeutic  sup¬ 
port  ...  to  the  adolescent  who 
wishes  to  pursue  a  heterosexual 
orientation.”  Current  controver¬ 
sies  over  age-of-consent  laws  were 
not  mentioned.  No  new  ground 
was  plowed  at  this  symposium,  but 
openly  gay  men  presenting  the 
facts  of  their  lives  to  this  group  of 
physicians  may  be  a  sign  of  a 
heightened  awareness  of  some 
problems  experienced  by  gay  and 
lesbian  teenagers. 


Adrienne  Rich 


she  has  essentially  suggested  that 
applying  our  feminist  agenda,  in 
particular  reproductive  rights,  to 
Nicaragua  is  an  inappropriate 
cultural  bias. 

However,  Hull’s  illegal  abortion 
statistics  from  Nicaragua  illustrate 
that  women  in  every  time,  culture, 
religion,  class  and  ethnic  group  do 
whatever  they  can  to  resist  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancy.  To  say  that 
Nicaraguan  women  aren’t  ready 
for  abortion  when  they  are  en¬ 
dangering  their  lives  every  day  to 
get  them,  ignores  the  realities  of 
thest;  women’s  lives.  Rich  wrote  in 
off  our  backs  that  when  rebuilding 
society  “you  begin  by  stopping  the 
torture  and  killing.’’  A 
Nicaraguan  woman  dead  from  il¬ 
legal  abortion  is  just  as  dead  as  a 
woman  killed  by  U.S. -backed  con¬ 
tras.  As  Rich  herself  expressed  a 
few  years  ago,  illegal  abortion  is  a 


socially  inflicted  form  of  physical 
violence  on  women’s  bodies  and 
psyches  and  composes  part  of 
culture’s  attempts  to  coerce 
motherhood. 

The  events  of  the  last  few  weeks, 
arising  from  150  years  of  U.S.  im¬ 
perialism  horrify  those  of  us  in  the 
movement  who  are  disgusted  by 
what  is  done  in  our  names  and  by 
our  inability  to  stop  it.  The  im¬ 
petus  is  toward  uncritical  support 
of  the  Nicaraguan  revolution.  1 
don’t  see  a  contradiction  between 
support  for  the  revolution  and  an 
articulation  of  what  we  know 
about  how  women  really  live.  I’m 
sure  this  issue  will  be  passionately 
debated  within  the  next  year,  as 
the  people’s  movement  within  the 
U.S.  rises  to  the  challenge  pre¬ 
sented  to  us  by  the  crimes  of  our 
government. 


Campaign  to 
Stop  Shock 


By  John  Kyper 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  On 
September  14,  Alameda  County 
Superior  Court  Judge  Winton 
McKibbin  granted  a  motion  for 
summary  judgement  against  the 
city  of  Berkeley,  to  prevent  it  from 
enforcing  a  ban  on  electroshock 
therapy  (also  known  as 
electroconvulsive  therapy  or  ECT) 
passed  in  last  November’s  general 
election.  Sixty-one  percent  of  the 
local  electorate  had  voted  for  the 
measure,  Measure  T,  making 
Berkeley  the  first  city  in  the  United 
States  to  forbid  ECT  within  its 
borders  (see  GCN  Vol.  10,  No. 
37). 

Shortly  after  the  election, 
attorneys  for  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  and  the 
Northern  California  Psychiatric 
Society,  which  had  outspent  T’s 
proponents  during  the  campaign' 
by  over  seven  to  one,  filed  suit  to 
have  the  ban  declared 
unconstitutional.  In  January  1983, 
Superior  Court  Judge  Donald  P. 
McCullum  issued  a  preliminary 
injunction  blocking  enforcement 
of  the  law.  McKibbin’s  decision 
came  just  six  months  after 
nineteen  persons  were  arrested  in  a 
civil  disobedience  protest  outside 
Herrick  Hospital,  the  only  facility 
in  the  city  where  ECT  is 
administered. 

The  motion  for  a  summary 
judgement  struck  down  Measure T 
without  a  trial.  Members  of  the 
Coalition  to  Stop  Electroshock, 
which  had  put  the  ban  on  the 
ballot  and  then  coordinated  the 
civil  disobedience  protest,  issued  a 
statement  criticizing  Judge 


McKibbin’s  “apparent 

indifference  to  the  democratic 
process”  and  demanded  that  the 
city  appeal. 

On  September  22,  the  Berkeley 
City  Council,  meeting  in  executive 
session,  voted  to  appeal  the 
decision.  According  to  Jenny 
Miller  of  the  Coalition,  they 
instructed  assistant  city  attorney 
Manuela  Scott  to  request  that 
McKibbin  reconsider  the 
judgement  in  light  of  new 
evidence:  it  has  been  discovered 
that  Dr.  Martin  Rubenstein,  the 
only  witness  to  testify  for  the 
psychiatric  societies,  had  once 
sued  Herrick  Hospital  because  the 
hospital  had  suspended  his 
admitting  privileges  after 
administrators  learned  that  he  had 
been  violating  state  law  governing 
consent  by  ECT  patients.  Also,  the 
local  doctor  who  filed  suit  against 
Measure  T  on  behalf  of  the 
psychiatrists  has  recently  been 
charged  with  25  counts  of 
fraudulently  overcharging  the 
state  in  its  Medi  Cal  program, 
Miller  told  GCN. 

McKibbin  will  hear  the  appeal 
on  November  3. 

The  Coalition  to  Stop 
Electroshock  has  filed  a  motion 
for  intervention,  to  allow  the 
group  to  have  standing  as  a  party 
to  the  suit.  “We  support  what  the 
city  attorney  is  doing  and  feel  she 
is  doing  a  good  job,”  Miller  said, 
“but  we  want  to  present  our  own 
perspective  as  an  advocate  of 
patients’  rights  and  as  an 
independent  voice.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices 


DOUBLE  SPACE 
YOUR  LETTERS!!! 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes 
letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at 

all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED 
and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  let¬ 
ters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a 
space-available  basis,  unless  they 
contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Address  let¬ 
ters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

HHUimHiHRtmitlUIMMmUMUIMIIHItmMMMMWWHHMIMIMMtHIMMIIMNINMINtNIMtHHIttl 

white  lovers 

Dear  GCN, 

At  the  third  convention  of  the  International 
Association  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
time  was  allocated  for  Black  men  and  White  men 
to  meet  in  separate  caucuses.  Although  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  discussion  were  not  specifically  defined 
before  hand,  it  was  generally  understood  that 
each  group  would  deal  with  those  aspects  of  their 
lives  which  were  giving  them  most  concern, 
especially  those  areas  which  were  specifically 
related  to  interracial  relationships. 

In  the  black  group  the  topic  which  was  loosely' 
defined  by  the  group  leader  centered  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  black  gay  male’s  acceptance  of  self  and 
all  that  acceptance  entails,  as  well  as  his  relation¬ 
ships  with  white  men,  particularly  as  lovers  and 
more  casually  as  friends. 

The  discussion  which  took  place  was  deeply 
poignant,  intensely  personal,  and  at  times  almost 
religious  in  nature,  touching  the  inner  spirits  of 
most  of  the  men  gathered  there.  Most  of  them 
were  able  to  identify  with  the  stories  which  were 
shared. 

Included  in  the  idea  of  self  acceptance  were 
four  areas,  i.e.,  acceptance  of  being  an  American, 
being  black,  being  gay,  and  preferring  white  gay 
men  as  lovers.  Acceptance  of  all  these  com¬ 
ponents  requires  significant  understanding  of  self 
and  extracts  an  inordinate  amount  of  psychic 
energy.  A  brief  examination  of  each  one  of  these 
areas  will  serve  to  clarify  the  problem  at  hand. 

Being  American 

In  Souls  of  Black  Folk  W.E.B.  DuBois  writes 
that  the  black  man  (Negro)  must  carry  a  double 
load,  that  of  being  an  American  (and  all  that  be¬ 
ing  an  American  connotes),  and  also  being  black. 
Being  American  means  many  things,  but  for  the 
male  in  the  society  it  certainly  means  being  a  pro¬ 
vider.  That  of  course  means  that  the  individual 
must  be  able  to  get  and  keep  employment  which 
in  turn  would  enable  him  to  live  an  acceptable 
middle-class  life  style.  In  the  traditional  sense  be¬ 
ing  an  American  also  requires  that  one  marry  and 
support  a  family,  achieve  economic  and  social 
status,  and  generally  subscribe  to  those  ideologies 
which  support  a  democratic  society.  A  single  man 
does  not  fit  the  latter  description,  and  it  tends  to 
be  more  difficult  if  he  is  black. 

Being  Black 

Everyone  realizes  that  a  racist  society 
historically  denied  blacks  an  opportunity  to  make 
a  living  which  would  allow  them  to  live  decently 
and  even  today  systematic  discrimination  against 
blacks  prevents  many  blacks  from  making  an 
honest  living.  This  pattern  has  created  a  situation 
wherein  blacks,  and  especially  black  men,  have 


women  s  music 
music  in  nc 

Dear  GCN, 

1  was  happy  to  see  your  review  of  Debbie  Fier’s 
In  Your  Hands,  and  1  thought  you  (and  she) 
might  be  interested  to  know  how  it  has  been 
received  elsewhere. 

On  the  day  in  June  of  this  year  that  I  first 
hosted  The  Women’s  Show  on  WDBS-FM  in 
Durham,  NC,  1  played  cuts  from  some  of  my  fa¬ 
vorite  albums.  Debbie  Fier’s  In  Your  Hands  was 
one.  Among  the  calls  1  got  that  morning  were  a 
number  about  the  title  song,  “In  Your  Elands,” 
so  I  decided  to  play  something  else  from  the  al¬ 
bum  the  next  week.  That  cut,  “Dancing  to  Live 
Music,”  kept  the  switchboard  lit  for  most  of  the 
morning.  By  the  next  month,  interest  in  Debbie 
Fier  was  rocketing,  and  1  asked  her  distributor, 
Ladyslipper  Music  of  Durham,  for  a  promo  copy 
of  In  Your  Hands  for  an  on-the-air  record  give¬ 
away.  For  nearly  an  hour  after  I  announced  a 


fallen  far  behind  their  white  counterparts  in  the 
economic  sphere  of  society.  Thus  black  males  and 
black  families  suffer  because  the  black  male  is 
unable  to  carry  out  his  role  of  being  a  provider, 
and  he  can’t  be  a  viable  provider  because  of  his 
color.  Therefore  he  has  two  strikes  against  him. 
The  situation  is  further  complicated  when  he  is 
gay. 

Being  Gay 

This  clarification  of  sexuality  is  one  that 
America  finds  almost  impossible  to  accept.  It  is 
generally  frowned  upon  in  all  segments  of  society 
and  particularly  among  the  middle  class,  which  is 
known  for  its  rigid  conformity.  Consequently, 
blacks  who  are  gay  complicate  their  lives  even 
more.  They  suffer  all  the  aforementioned  in¬ 
dignities  as  well  as  all  of  those  which  are 
associated  with  being  black  in  the  gay  world. 
They  are  constantly  discriminated  against  by 
owners  and  managers  of  gay  bars,  and  they  are 
called  derogatory  names  by  many  of  their  white 
gay  brothers.  That  is  especially  tragic  for  those 
black,  American,  gay  men  who  are  predisposed  to 
be  attracted  to  white  gay  men. 

Being  Attracted  to  White  Males 

Interracial  heterosexual  relationships  are  still 
not  generally  affirmed  in  American  society.  It  will 
be  a  long  time  before  they  will  be,  if  ever.  We  will 
probably  not  ever  see  the  time  when  male-male 
relationships  will  be  accepted  in  American  socie¬ 
ty,  and  if  they  ever  should  be,  black  male  and 
white  male  relationships  would  still  be  considered 
strange.  Given  these  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles,  we  might  be  able  to  partially  under¬ 
stand  why  it  is,  or  might  be  so  difficult  for  the 
black  American,  gay  male,  who  is  attracted  to 
and  prefers  white  gay  males,  to  achieve  self 
acceptance.  The  tragedy  of  the  situation  is  that 
the  individual  who  finds  it  difficult,  or  cannot  ac¬ 
cept  himself,  will  most  likely  be  unable  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  successful  relationship  with  someone 
else.  If  one  cannot  affirm,  accept,  and  love  one’s 
self,  then  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  accept,  af¬ 
firm,  and  love  others.  We  cannot  give  to  others 
that  which  we  do  not  have  ourselves.  Thus,  the 
black  male  who  wants  to  be  in  a  relationship  with 
a  white  male  must  be  able  to  develop  a  lot  of 
psychological  strength  in  a  non-supportive 
societal  environment. 

The  poignancy  manifested  at  the  black  caucus 
appeared  to  center  around  that  conflict  which 
black  men  experience  within  themselves  when 
they  admit  that  they  prefer  to  have  white  men  as 
sexual  partners  or  lovers.  It  was  succinctly  ex¬ 


winner,  calls  continued  to  come  in  asking  about 
Debie  and  her  music,  and  many  were  interested  in 
hearing  more  about  her  assiciation  and  studies 
with  The  Queen  of  Jazz,  Mary  Lou  Williams. 
“Dancing  to  Live  Music”  was  by  far  the  favorite 
cut  of  The  Women’s  Show  audience,  especially 
when  segued  with  Joan  Armatrading’s  “Back  to 
the  Night.” 

The  Women’s  Show  is  broadcast  on  WDBS- 
Durham  every  Sunday  morning  from  9-1  lam.  It 
is  produced  and  hosted  by  Georgann  Eubanks;  I 
was  filling  in  for  her  this  summer. 

Sincerely, 

Joanne  Passaro 
Durham,  NC 


pressed  when  one  of  the  men  at  the  caucus  said 
that  there  were  men  in  the  room  who  were  sexual¬ 
ly  attractive  to  him  and  men  he  could  go  to  bed 
with,  but  he  had  to  honestly  admit  that  hisTirst 
preference  was  “snow,”  of  course  meaning  white 
males.  It  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  a  strange 
silence  in  the  room  after  he  made  such  an  honest 
statement.  It  was  not  clear  whether  the  ensuing 
silence  was  a  silence  of  uneasiness,  surprise, 
recognition,  or  a  combination  of  the  three. 


If  that  black  man  and  others  like  him  can  feel 
positive  and  secure  when  such  preferences  are  ad¬ 
mitted,  then  they  may  be  capable  of  participating 
in  “successful”  relationships;  however,  failure  to 
do  so  only  complicates  the  life  of  the  black  male 
homosexual  and  contributes  to  other  personal 
and  social  failures,  which  tend  to  render  him  in¬ 
capable  of  living  a  useful  and  productive  life. 

It  is  generally  known  that  black  males  have  to 
work  extremely  hard  to  carve  out  a  place  for 
themselves  in  our  society.  DuBois  was  correct  in 
his  observation.  And  it  is  even  more  difficult  for 
the  black  gay  male.  If  he  fails,  he  may  be  seen  as  a 
non-contributing  individual  who  haunts  the  big 
city  streets  taking  from  society  but  not  giving,  or 
he  may  be  seen  in  a  mental  hospital  or  prison,  or 
worse  still  dead  at  an  early  age.  For  some,  taking 
a  white  lover  may  be  a  way  out,  while  for  others  it 
may  mean  certain  failure. 

Sincerely, 

John  Beesh 
Westport,  MA 

seasoned 

homophobia 

Loved  ones, 

The  other  day  i  was  sipping  a  cup  of  Celestial 
Seasonings  Mandarin  Orange  Spice  Tea  and  be¬ 
gan  reading  their  “words  of  wisdom”  on  the 
package.  Much  to  my  disgust,  I  read,  “Of  all  hu¬ 
man  relationships,  marriage  succeeds  in  develop¬ 
ing  maturity  that  can’t  be  obtained  in  any  other 
social  relationship.”  (puke). 

Those  who  wish  to  protest  can  write  C.S.,  1780 
55th  St.,  Boulder  Colorado  80301. 

Take  care  of  each  other, 
satya 

Oakland,  CA 
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AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Havilanci 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in- 
di  iduals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Havilanci  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boy/ston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  1 17  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out 


Coalition:  The  Only  Real  Safeguard 


By  Ja/na  Perry,  M.  D. 

GALPONE — Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of  New  England.  The  only  reason  this  group 
exists  at  all  is  that  gays  and  lesbians  are  not  afforded  equal  status  in  this  society.  This  is  a 
Human  Rights  issue.  In  fact,  our  counterpart  in  California  is  called  BAPHRA — Bay  Area 
Physicians  for  Human  Rights  Association.  We  could  very  easily  have  been  called  NEPHRA 
as  was  suggested  by  Nannette  Gartrell.  This  means  our  natural  allies  are  people  of  color, 
women,  various  ethnic  and  religious  groups,  etc.  However,  we  are  the  only  group  that  has 
not  achieved  a  space  in  the  anti-discrimination  laws  of  the  nation,  in  49  states,  and  all  but  a 
few  cities  in  the  country.  We  can  be  fired  from  our  jobs  for  no  other  reason  than  who  we  are 
and  have  no  recourse  under  the  law.  By  not  reviewing  them,  the  Supreme  Court  has  upheld 
state  laws  making  homosexual  acts  a  crime.  We  are  a  disenfranchised  group. 

We  have  been  criticized  by  our  opposition  and  some  of  our  own  as  being  a  one  issue 
group.  This  trivializes  our  issue  as  equivalent  to  such  special  interest  groups  as  the  gun  lob¬ 
by.  This  is  absurd.  No  gay  or  lesbian  group  can  have  any  other  issue,  as  a  group,  until  we 
achieve  the  status  of  full  citizenship,  because  we  cannot  participate  in  the  democratic  pro¬ 
cess  until  we  do.  We  don’t  have  any  rights  as  Gays  and  Lesbians.  Many  gays  like  many 
women  are  so  oppressed  as  a  group  they  do  not  know  how  oppressed  they  are.  We  do  not 
even  know  our  own  numbers  because  we  will  not  stand  up  and  be  counted.  Many  people 
have  been  sold  a  bill  of  goods  in  this  organization  that  their  property  is  just  as  important  as 
their  human  rights.  Property  after  all  is  a  special  interest  of  some  of  us.  Unless  there  are 
members  of  this  organization  who  have  large  real  estate  investments,  1  fail  to  see  how  the 
policies  of  either  King  or  Flynn  will  seriously  affect  them.  In  any  event  this  is  a  moot  issue  in 
the  King-Flynn  final  Nov.  15  because  the  difference  between  them  on  housing  is  minor. 

Gays  and  lesbians  have  had  a  problem  effecting  political  process,  because  our  numbers, 
although  substantial  (10%),  are  relatively  small  because  we  are  not  visible  and  because  we 
are  not  free  to  stand  up  and  be  counted.  To  be  effective,  we  have  to  form  coalitions  with 
other  minorities,  in  fact  we  need  them  more  than  they  need  us  just  because  we  have  yet  to  be 
accorded  a  place  in  the  anti-discrimination  laws. 

Last  year,  because  of  the  reform  in  the  political  contributions  laws,  we  were  able  to  af¬ 
fect  the  political  process  through  money.  With  relatively  little  money,  we  have  the  same  po¬ 
litical  clout  as  General  Motors,  the  so-called  moral  majority,  the  ADA,  etc.  The  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  a  political  action  committee  for  national  candidates  only,  was  enor¬ 
mously  successful  in  the  use  of  campaign  contributions.  They  contributed  $150,000  to  120 


candidates  and  had  an  83%  success  rate.  One  measure  of  the  success  is  that  we  hear  nothing 
this  year  of  the  Family  Protection  Act.  However,  we  cannot  count  on  the  political  contribu¬ 
tions  laws  staying  the  same,  and  there  are  probably  ways  the  “new  right”  can  find  within  the 
present  law  to  vastly  out-money  us.  Ultimately  our  only  real  safeguard  is  in  the  vote.  This 
means  forming  coalitions  and  bloc  voting. 

Bloc  voting  by  Gays  and  Lesbians  has  rarely  been  achieved  in  this  country,  for  very 
good  reasons.  Any  oppressed  group  is  apathetic  about  the  political  process  when  the  out¬ 
come  has  little  to  do  with  them.  If  a  group  has  little  or  nothing  to  gain  from  any  candidate’s 
winning,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  to  vote  in  a  bloc;  but  if  individuals  are  political  they  will 
vote  other  interests. 

Thus  it  has  been  in  Boston.  White,  reputed  to  be  a  friend  of  Gays,  has  given  us  sop.  A 
temporary,  uninforcible  little-known  ordinance,  a  liaison  not  of  our  own  choosing,  a  prom¬ 
ise  of  a  building  which  never  materialized,  relatively  less  harassment  (with  certain  blatant  ex¬ 
ceptions)  than  some  cities — this  is  like  buying  protection  anyway,  and  the  biggest  slap  in  the 
face  he  could  muster  against  an  already  disenfranchised  group — trying  to  change -our  Gay 
Pride  Parade  route.  We  are  not  used  to  getting  anything  for  our  vote. 

This  year  it  matters.  Flynn,  who  has  voted  against  our  rights  in  the  past,  is  offering  us 
the  same  sop  that  White  did.  Mel  King,  who  has  been  an  outspoken  advocate  of  our  rights 
for  over  10  years,  offers  us  a  chance  to  be  real  participants  in  city  government. 

Further,  we  have  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  power  of  our  vote  when  it  is  in  a 
bloc.  Although  we  are  10%  of  the  population  of  this  country,  we  are  not  evenly  distributed. 
Like  Blacks  we  migrate  to  the  cities.  Our  numbers  in  Boston  are  more  in  keeping  with  Blacks 
and  others  of  color  (25%)  than  the  10%  attributed  to  us.  If  enough  of  us  vote  and  vote  in  a 
bloc,  Mel  King  will  win  and  win  big.  This  will  have  an  effect  on  the  state  and  national  level. 
The  gay  and  lesbian  vote  will  have  come  of  age.  This  will  mean  a  national  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights  Bill  and  insure  our  state  bill.  It  means  national  candidates  will  not  be  able  to  ignore 
gay  and  lesbian  issues.  The  eyes  of  the  nation  are  on  this  election. 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  make  an  enormous  impact  on  the  quality  of  life  of  all  Gays 
and  Lesbians.  This  is  a  way  of  standing  up  and  being  counted.  The  voting  booth  is  more 
than  a  curtained  “closet.”  We  must  seize  our  opportunity.  We  win  with  Mel  King,  Mel  King 
will  win  with  us. 


Community  Voices 

behind  the  hype 


Dear  GCN, 

This  mayoral  election  makes  me  feel  a  little  like 
Rip  Van  Winkle.  1  must  have  fallen  asleep  around 
1978,  when  Ray  Flynn  was  well  known  for  his  re¬ 
gressive  politics,  and  especially  for  his  intense  ef¬ 
forts  to  limit  access  to  abortion.  Now,  1  wake  up 
in  1983,  and  he’s  The  People’s  Friend — complete 
with  leftists,  progressives  and  feminists  on  his 
side.  It’s  astonishing  to  me,  shocking  really,  that 
our  memory  is  so  short,  and  that  people  genuinely 
committed  to  social  change  think  Ray  Flynn  has 
more  to  offer  than  Mel  King. 

Of  course  the  media  is  playing  him  up  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive — it  gives  them,  and  the  Powers  behind 
the  media,  the  change  to  pose  this  mayoral  elec¬ 
tion  as  the  gentlemanly  race  between  two  equally 
progressive  candidates,  one  Black,  one  white. 
Isn’t  1983  in  Boston  charming!  It’s  time  to  look  at 
the  facts,  and  look  at  history,  and  wake  up  out  of 
the  fantasy  which  poses  Flynn  as  a  progressive 
mayoral  candidate. 

My  opinion  comes  partially  from  interactions 
with  Flynn  and  his  staff  in  their  anti-abortion  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  late  70’s.  Even  through  Flynn  was  un¬ 
successful  in  certain  particular  attempts  to  limit 
access  to  abortions,  his  anti-abortion  work  left  a 
legacy  which  makes  it  impossible  for  community 
groups,  lay  people,  or  anyone  other  than  monied 
medical  professionals  to  start  independent,  com¬ 
munity-based  health  centers.  Here’s  what  hap¬ 
pened. 

In  late  1977,  the  Doyle-Flynn  bill  (which  would 
have  eliminated  Medicaid  payments  for  abortions 
in  Massachusetts)  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
and  vetoed  by  the  governor.  There  was  a  chance 
that  the  legislature  might  override  the  Dukakis 
veto,  but  the  Doyle-Flynn  bill  was  losing  its  mo¬ 
mentum  as  an  anti-abortion  vehicle  for  Ray 
Flynn. 

Flynn  then  used  his  position  on  the  legislative 
watch-dog  committee  (the  Committee  on  Post- 
Audit  and  Oversight)  to  start  investigations 
against  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  Sup¬ 
posedly,  this  investigation  was  looking  at  the  li¬ 
censing  process,  and  the  particular  example  Flynn 
happened  to  choose  was  the  licensing  of  abortion 
facilities.  Flynn  generated  tremendous  media 
publicity,  especially  on  Boston  television,  with  his 
charges  that  there  were  illegal  abortion  clinics 
right  here  in  Massachusetts.  Of  course  he  named 
those  “illegal  clinics”  publicly,  and  the  feminist- 
run  Women’s  Community  Health  Center  where  1 
worked  was  one  of  them. 

There  were  weeks  of  media  charges  about  ille¬ 
gal  abortion  facilities,  and  the  “negligence”  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Health,  supposedly 
based  on  concerns  for  the  health  of  people  in  this 
state.  Flynn  and  his  staff  consistenly  maintained 
that  this  was  not  an  attack  on  abortion,  even 
though  they  named  none  of  the  many  other  kinds 
of  medical  facilities  operating  without  clinic 
licenses,  and  even  though  the  two  facilities  named 
were  operating  under  their  physician’s  licen¬ 
ses — a  completely  legal  alternative. 

As  a  result  of  pressure  generated  by  Flynn, 
Women's  Community  Health  Center  was  issued 
an  ultimatum,  by  which  time  we  must  have  our 
clinic  license  in  hand  or  face  legal  action  from  the 
state.  The  unfavorable  publicity  put  the  Health 
Center  at  a  disadvantage  in  on-going  negotiations 
with  our  new  landlord,  causing  the  costs  of 


planned  renovations  to  increase  by  $10,000. 
While  the  Health  Center  managed  to  move  and 
obtain  the  clinic  license,  dealing  with  Flynn  and 
his  committee  put  enormous  pressure  on  an  al¬ 
ready  beleagured  health  center.  In  addition, 
Flynn’s  pressure  on  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  had  a  lasting  effect  limiting  who  could 
start  up  new  health  centers. 

Due  to  Flynn’s  pressure  and  the  resulting  un¬ 
favorable  publicity,  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  reversed  their  policy  of  allowing  facilities 
to  operate  while  in  the  process  of  becoming  licens¬ 
ed.  This  means  that  a  clinic  license  must  be  ob¬ 
tained  before  a  facility  can  offer  health  care. 
Costly  equipment,  facilities  and  staff  must  be  in 
place  and  operational  before  any  income  starts 
coming  in.  Obviously,  community  or  consumer- 
based  groups  without  big  bucks  are  eliminated. 
Health  care  stays  in  the  hands  and  control  of 
wealthy  physicians  and  businesses. 

I’m  retelling  this  story  now  because  people  are 
saying  that  Ray  Flynn  has  changed,  or  that  his 
personal  opposition  won’t  influence  access  to 
abortion  for  women  in  Boston.  1  don’t  believe 
this  for  a  minte,  and  I  think  people  that  do  are  be¬ 
ing  deluded.  Ray  Flynn’s  anti-abortion  history 
leaves  a  legacy  of  regulations  that  doesn’t  just 
limit  abortion,  but  also  limits  who  can  provide 
well-adult  or  pediatric  or  elder’s  clinics,  and  how, 
in  this  state. 

If  Ray  Flynn  ever  was  The  People’s  Friend,  it 
was  only  a  very  small  and  very  white  group  of 
people.  If  he  says  now  that  his  views  have 
changed,  ask  him  what  to  do  about  the  damage 
his  rabid  anti-abortion  actions  have  caused.  Ask 
him  how  we  are  to  believe  in  his  supposed  change 
of  heart  when  we  are  still  suffering  from  his  past 
actions. 

There  is  a  progressive  candidate  running  for 
mayor  of  Boston.  He  has  always  been  a  progres¬ 
sive,  even  when  it  cost  him  support  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  power  and  money  in  Boston.  There  is  a 
candidate  who  is  concerned  about  the  health  and 
well-being  of  people  in  this  city  and  this  state,  and 
who  has  put  himself  on  the  line  time  and  time 
again  to  demonstrate  that  concern.  That  candi¬ 
date  is  Mel  King. 

I  urge  Boston  voters  to  look  behind  the  media 
hype  and  see  Ray  Flynn  for  the  man  he  really  is, 
and  the  mayor  he  would  be.  His  interests  are  not 
ours,  and  his  election  would  give  him  an  open 
platform  to  promote  his  reactionary  social  poli¬ 
cies.  I  urge  Boston  voters  to  elect  a  genuinely  pro¬ 
gressive  candidate — Mel  King. 

Judith  A.  Stein 
Cambridge,  MA 


Have  a  Question? 
LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
HOTLINE  has  the  answer, 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
426-9371 


Fat  Womyn 


By  Judith  Berns 

I  am  bracing  myself  for  backlash  from  Lesbians  but  I  do  want  to  read  your  responses.  1 
ask  we  keep  our  minds  open  in  our  explorations  of  what  food,  body  image,  and  self 
definition  means  to  us. 

I  believe  that  those  of  us  who  are  fat  have  eaten  compulsively  to  get  that  way.  Being  fat 
or  maintaining  a  state  of  fatness  are  also  ways  of  serving  the  interests  of  the  patriarchy. 

1  grew  up  Lesbian  in  a  Jewish,  middle  class  home.  Until  recently  1  have  spent  all  of  my 
26  years  fat  either  gaining  or  losing,  seldom  constant  and  never  satisfied  with  my  body  or 
with  myself.  I  developed  unhealthy  compulsions  with  food,  binging,  purging  along  with  an 
allergy  to  sugar  and  refined  carbohydrates  which  manifested  itself  in  food  cravings,  food 
fantasies,  and  food  obsessions.  Simply,  I  do  not  have  control  over  those  foods.  They  control 
me.  I’ve  used  food  to  anesthetize  my  feelings  of  loneliness,  anger,  and  powerlessness  all  the 
while  making  myself  more  powerless. 

The  compulsiveness  I  had  with  food  fed  into  other  areas  of  my  life  including 
relationships  with  womyn.  I  think  being  a  compulsive  overeater  started  when  1  was  a  child 
spreading  to  other  areas  of  my  life  without  being  recognized  and  disrupting  my  life  keeping 
me  from  being  as  effective  as  I  could  be.  A  negative  body  image  affected  my  sexuality  and 
confidence.  The  latter  affected  my  ability  to  get  the  job  I  wanted.  Physically  1  was  so  numb 
by  overeating  or  buzzed  on  sugar  1  could  not  think  clearly.  Also  sugar  and  compulsive 
overeating  played  havoc  with  my  already  entangled  emotions.  Binging  on  health  foods  made 
no  difference.  Food  affects  us  physically,  emotionally,  and  psychologically.  It  is  powerful 
stuff  like  alcohol  and  drugs.  It  is  abused  the  same  way  for  the  same  reasons.  My  illness  is  just 
as  serious  yet  few  recognize  it,  let  alone  discuss  it. 

I  grew  up  not  knowing  who  was  me  and  who  was  induced  by  all  the  crap  food  and  sugar 
I  was  consuming.  I  have  wasted  thousands  of  dollars  in  prick  owned  restaurants  and 
supporting  prick  junk  food  corporations.  I  am  sorry  that  money  did  not  go  to  Persephone 
Press.  Perhaps  they  would  still  be  around  if  it  had. 

Non-women  want  us  anyway  they  can  get  us.  They  want  us  emaciated  and  they  want  us 
obese.  They  want  us  powerless  and  out  of  control.  As  a  Lesbian  Separatist  Jew  1  am  working 
on  creating  myself  in  ways  as  far  removed  from  prick  perception  as  possible.  My  body  and 
soul  have  never  received  them  and  never  will. 

1  am  supportive  of  the  fat  womyn  who  struggle  to  end  the  oppression  of  fat  womyn  and 
the  negative  feelings  they  may  have  surrounding  body  image  but  I  do  not  want  to  be  fat 
again.  I  struggle  to  help  womyn  understand  that  compulsive  overeating  is  a  disease  as  serious 
as  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  and  equally  counter  revolutionary. 

1  am  a  member  of  Overeaters  Anonymous.  O.  A.  Unlike  diet  clubs,  diet  pills,  spas,  diet 
books,  and  diet  prickdom,  it  is  free  and  IT  IS  NOT  A  DIET!  Diets  don’t  work.  I  am 
energized  to  write  I  no  longer  binge,  vomit,  snack,  and  eat  sugar.  1  have  cut  down  the  hours  1 
need  to  sleep  from  about  10  to  6.  I  feel  a  great  support  network  and  1  am  out  as  a  Dyke  in 
O.A.  I  have  lost  30  pounds  plus  and  I  am  maintaining  a  body  size  I  am  at  home  in.  I  think 
clearer  and  feel  more  genuinely.  Through  O.A.  I  have  learned  compulsive  overeating  is  a 
progressive  disease.  With  this  help  I  feel  more  empowered  and  in  control  with  food  and  life 
than  1  have  ever  felt  before. 

For  lovers  and  friends  I  have  been  seeking  out  womyn  who  support  my  program  and  are 
not  compulsive  overeaters,  alcoholics,  or  drug  abusers.  If  they  are  and  are  working  on 
recovery  fine.  If  not  I  do  not  want  to  be  with  them  today.  In  my  life  I  have  found  many 
womyn  attractive.  Now  I  have  been  looking  at  womyn  who  are  slender.  1  like  the  outline  of 
their  bodies,  seeing  the  curve  in  their  waists,  and  the  design  of  breasts  over  a  flat  stomach. 
To  slender  womyn  I  think  you  look  good  and  I  think  that  is  alright.  Hopefully  you  exercise 
and  eat  right. 

Fat  or  slender,  if  we  are  really  doing  what  we  want  to  be  doing  with  our  lives  and  not 
staying  fat  to  spite  patriarchal  standards  of  beauty  or  starving  to  gain  patriarchal  approval  I 
believe  we  are  operating  within  a  Lesbian  code  of  ethics  and  deserve  each  others  admiration 
and  support. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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Speaking  Out - 

Queer  and  Frivolous 

“Two  Americans  have  been  reported  killed  but  officials  said  their  deaths  were 
unrelated  to  the  fighting.  The  two  —  a  Navy  commando  and  an  Army  ranger  —  lost  their 
lives  as  they  were  being  deployed  on  Grenada  early  yesterday,  officials  said.  Identities  of  the 
two  were  not  disclosed  immediately.  ” 

—  Boston  Globe,  October  26,  1983 
By  Larry  Goldsmith 

After  nearly  two  and  a  half  years  at  GCN,  it’s  hard  sometimes  to  escape  the  impression 
that  what  we  do  here  —  and  what  we  do  in  a  larger  sense  as  a  lesbian  and  gay  community  — 
has  but  limited  relevance  in  a  crowded  world.  You  don’t  have  to  write  very  many  news 
stories  before  they  all  look  substantially  alike.  One  story  about  queerbashing  looks  pretty 
much  like  any  other,  and  the  same  can  be  said  for  stories  about  police  harassment,  “sex 
crimes,”  election  campaigns,  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bills,  and  awards  ceremonies. 

But  apart  from  the  cynical  sort  of  resignation  which  sometimes  makes  me  wonder  if 
we’re  getting  anywhere,  I  often  have  doubts  of  another  sort:  I  shudder  to  think  that  while  I 
spend  my  evenings  and  my  mornings  and  afternoons  watching  lawyers  and  lobbyists  argue 
for  the  “right  to  privacy,”  American  soldiers  are  fighting  for  coffee  and  gasoline  by 
slaughtering  the  citizens  of  Latin  America,  Grenada,  and  the  Middle  East.  And  if  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  is  any  indication  of  the  sort  of  democracy  we’re  trying  to  make  the 
world  safe  for,  maybe  we  should  have  a  look  at  the  evils  of  godless  collectivism. 

Recently,  while  awaiting  more  of  the  elevated  discourse  which  has  characterized  senate 
debate  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill,  I  chanced  to  hear  discussion  of  another  contro¬ 
versial  bill,  one  which  would  revoke  state  financial  aid  to  students  (low-  ancUmoderate- 
income  students,  that  is)  who  had  not  registered  for  the  draft.  Sen.  Denis  (“Fags  and 
Lesbos”)  McKenna  took  the  floor  to  demonstrate  that  he  is  a  man  without  prejudice;  he  can 
bellow  loudly  and  righteously  on  all  bills,  without  regard  to  sexual  preference. 

While  Sen.  McKenna  assured  us  of  his  patriotism,  1  thought  back  to  President  Carter’s 
reinstatement  of  draft  registration,  requiring  all  men  born  in  1960  or  later  to  register  at  their 
post  offices.  “It’s  quick.  It’s  easy.  And  it’s  the  law,”  read  the  posters  on  the  subway.  I 
escaped  the  quickness  and  the  ease  of  that  particular  law  by  arriving  in  the  world  in  1959;  a 
number  of  my  friends,  however,  arrived  later  and  had  to  make  the  difficult  decision  to 
forego  financial  aid,  risk  fines  and  imprisonment,  and  refuse  to  register. 

Last  year,  partly  to  show  my  solidarity  with  non-registrants  for  the  draft,  partly 
because  of  increasing  U.S.  military  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Latin  America,  the  Middle 
East,  and  the  Caribbean,  and  partly  because  of  an  encounter  with  an  organization  called 
New  England  War  Tax  Resistance,  1  decided  to  do  some  form  of  federal  income  tax 
resistance. 

At  last  count,  a  full  sixty-one  cents  of  every  dollar  you  pay  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  is  used  for  military  purposes.  We  can  (and  should)  wear  out  our  shoes  going  on  peace 
marches  and  going  to  the  polls  to  vote  against  the  manufacture  of  nuclear  weapons  in  our 
towns,  but  come  April  15,  every  one  of  us  who  pays  our  federal  income  tax  is  complicit  in 
funding  the  manufacture  of  weapons  and  the  administration  of  our  military.  Every  one  of  us 
who  pays  the  few  cents’  federal  excise  tax  on  our  telephone  bills  each  month  pays  a  tax  levied 
in  1966  specifically  to  finance  the  Vietnam  war  and  renewed  recently  by  President  Reagan. 

New  England  War  Tax  Resistance  is  one  of  several  organizations  around  the  country 
which  maintains  escrow  accounts  for  the  deposit  of  refused  war  taxes.  Members  of  the 
organization  put  their  refused  taxes  into  the  account;  the  money  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time,  but  while  it’s  in  the  account,  it  earns  interest,  and  the  interest  is  given  as  grants  and 
loans  to  local  organizations  with  peaceful  purposes.  Gay  Community  News  received  a  grant 
to  help  us  after  our  fire,  and  our  Lesbian  and  Gay  Prisoner  Project  and  Boston’s  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  have  also  received  grants. 

Out  of  the  many  ways  to  resist  war  taxes,  my  choices  were  fairly  limited.  Those  large 
chunks  taken  out  of  my  weekly  GCN  paycheck  had  already  more  than  covered  my  tax 
liability  for  1982;  I  decided,  therefore,  to  begin  my  tax  resistance  with  a  symbolic  gesture.  I 
filled  out  my  1040  form  completely  and  accurately,  but  I  took  one  new  deduction,  for  61 
percent  of  my  total  tax,  and  labeled  it  “Government  War  Crimes.”  I  enclosed  a  letter  with 
my  return  explaining  exactly  what  I  was  doing  and  why,  and  I  sent  copies  to  all  my  elected 
representatives. 

Only  Tip  O’Neill  and  Paul  Tsongas  sent  replies.  O’Neill  said  nothing  worth  mention¬ 
ing,  and  Tsongas  asked  what  would  happen  if  those  opposed  to  environmental  controls 
refused  to  pay  the  portion  of  their  income  tax  that  goes  to  the  EPA.  (Clean  air  and  unilateral 
disarmament.  I’d  like  to  think.)  Ted  Kennedy  and  Ronald  Reagan  did  not  bother  to  reply. 

Neither  did  the  IRS,  at  least  for  several  months.  Finally,  I  received  a  letter  informing  me 
that  something  was  wrong  with  my  return  and  that  my  refund  was  being  adjusted.  The 
check,  I  was  assured,  was  in  the  mail.  And  in  fact,  a  check  did  arrive  several  days  later,  for 
the  amount  the  IRS  said  I  was  entitled  to. 

That,  I  assumed,  was  the  end  of  my  symbolic  effort,  and  I  began  looking  forward  to  the 
opportunity  to  turn  symbolism  into  practice  in  1983.  But  then,  a  mysterious  brown  envelope 
arrived  in  the  mail. 

“You  have  been  assessed  a  $500  penalty  under  Section  6702  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code  for  filing  a  frivolous  income  tax  return,”  read  the  letter.  “If  you  want  to  contest  this 
assessment,  you  have  30  days  from  the  date  of  this  notice  to  pay  15  percent  of  the  penalty 
and  file  a  claim  for  refund  on  Form  843.” 

Last  fall,  it  seems,  Congress  passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  filing  of  a  “frivolous”  income 
tax  return.  So  far  this  year,  more  than  a  hundred  tax  resisters  around  the  country  have  been 
saddled  with  the  penalty,  including,  to  my  knowledge,  six  in  the  Boston  area.  I  paid  the  75 
dollars  necessary  to  get  an  administrative  appeal  (is  this  due  process  of  law?),  and  was 
promptly  turned  down. 

Two  of  us  in  the  Boston  area  have  taken  the  next  step,  which  is  to  file  suit  in  U.S. 
District  Court.  Sharon  Welch,  who  teaches  theology  at  Harvard  Divinity  School,  and  I  filed 
suit  on  October  27,  charging  that  the  new  law  violates  our  constitutional  rights  to  freedom 
of  speech,  inasmuch  as  we  are  being  penalized,  not  for  failure  to  pay  taxes,  but  for  writing 
an  anti-war  statement  on  our  income  tax  forms.  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts 
has  generously  offered  us  legal  representation  in  the  person  of  Boston  attorney  David 
Kelston. 

It’s  hard  to  be  optimistic  about  suing  the  government,  but  whether  we  win  or  lose,  the 
case  will  offer  us  an  opportunity  to  expand  upon  the  statements  we  sent  in  with  our  tax 
returns.  I  have  a  lot  to  say  about  the  limits  of  the  “lesbian  and  gay  rights”  movement  and 
why  we  have  to  broaden  our  focus  and  express  queer  views  about  all  of  this  crowded  world. 

There  are  many  ways  to  resist  war  taxes,  including  strategies  which  avoid  the  possibility 
of  incurring  the  “frivolous”  penalty.  Refusing  to  pay  the  telephone  tax  is  one  such  strategy; 
enclosing  a  letter  of  protest  with  a  “properly”  filled-out  form  is  another.  Information  on 
other  forms  of  lax  resistance  and  the  addresses  of  other  regional  groups  can  be  had  from 
New  England  War  Tax  Resistance,  P.O.  Box  174,  MIT  Branch  P.O.,  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  02139. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


fight  to  be  equal 

Dear  Friends  at  GCN: 

My  State  Senator  John  P.  Burke  (Holyoke) 
refused  to  meet  with  me  or  speak  with  me  via  the 
phone  regarding  the  “Sexual  Preference  Bill.” 
He  sent  me  the  enclosed  letter  instead. 

Without  means  to  speak  to  my  official,  1  sent  a 
letter  to  a  neighboring  State  Senator,  John  Olver, 
who  supports  the  bill  and  is  a  wonderful 
legislator. 

—  name  withheld  f 

(the  letter  from  Burke) 

Dear  —  , 

Thank  you  for  stopping  by  my  office  yester¬ 
day.  I’m  sorry  I  wasn’t  here  to  meet  with  you. 

As  you  know,  I  voted  to  send  the  gay  rights  bill 
to  Ways  and  Means.  I  have  done  much  serious 
thinking  about  this  bill.  I  feel  strongly  that  the 
legislature  should  not  be  endorsing  a  lifestyle.  I 
do  consider  the  civil  rights  of  all  citizens  to  be 
equally  important,  however,  and  I  believe  the 
constitution  provides  the  necessary  protection. 

I’m  sorry  we  disagree  on  this  issue.  1  also  must 
tell  you  I  believe  I  am  voting  the  wishes  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  my  district  on  this  issue. 

With  warm  regards,  I  remain 
Cordially  yours, 

John  P.  Burke 
(the  letter  to  Olver) 

Hon.  John  W.  Olver, 

You  expressed  your  support  for  gay  rights 
legislation  to  me  in  your  letter  of  June  25,  1983  in 
response  to  a  petition.  Today  I  write  you  because 
1  have  observed  you  as  an  honest  and  fair  person 
and  because  I  do  not  know  where  else  I  can  turn.  I 
wish  to  relate  to  you  a  series  of  occurances  regar¬ 
ding  my  State  Senator,  John  P.  Burke  of  First 
Hampden-Hampshire  District. 

I  was  dismayed  to  learn  that  on  October  3rd 
Senator  Burke  voted  against  pending  legislation 
entitled  the  “Sexual  Preference  Bill.”  Having 
observed  numerous  examples  of  discriminatory 
practices  in  my  community  against  sexual 


minorities  in  housing,  employment  retention,  and 
public  services  1  believed  that  my  State  Senator 
must  be  uninformed  to  vote  against  such 
necessary  legislation.  Mustering  all  my  courage 
(as  that  my  public  disclosure  would  result  in  job 
loss  being  that  1  am  a  public  educator  of  long 
standing)  1  called  Senator  Burke’s  office  on  Oc¬ 
tober  7th.  Although  Senator  Burke  was  not 
available  at  the  time  of  my  call  I  felt  it  important 
to  speak  or  to  visit  him  directly  to  share  my  obser¬ 
vations.  1  was  promised  by  his  office  that  he 
would  call  me  at  my  home  over  the  Columbus 
Holiday  weekend.  My  entire  weekend  was  spent 
waiting  for  a  call  that  never  came.  It  was  so  vital 
that  1  speak  with  my  State  Senator  that  on  Tues¬ 
day  October  12th  I  cancelled  work  (something  I 
have  never  done  before)  and  drove  to  Boston  with 
the  sole  hope  I  might  speak  to  or  gain  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  Senator  Burke.  Again  Senator  Burke 
was  unavailable  and  1  spoke  with  his  assistant, 
Cathy  Ross.  However,  my  request  for  a  specific 
appointment  or  direction  discussion  was  delayed 
by  Ms.  Ross  who  told  me  that  it  would  have  to  be 
cleared  with  Senator  Burke. 

Again  on  Wednesday  October  12th  1  attempted 
to  contact  my  Senator  during  two  phone  calls  by 
me  and  a  third  returned  from  Ms.  Ross.  During 
this  final  call  I  learned  from  Ms.  Ross  that 
Senator  Burke  would  neither  see  me  nor  speak  to 
me  by  phone.  Further  1  would  receive  a  letter 
stating  his  opinion  and  an  explanation  of  his  vote. 

From  his  letter  (below)  it  is  apparent  that 
Senator  Burke  speaks  with  forked  tongue.  He 
claims  to  consider  the  civil  rights  of  all  citizens  to 
be  equally  important  yet  his  actions  show  me  the 
truth  that  his  words  do  not.  Senator  Burke  con¬ 
cludes  his  letter  saying  he  is  “sorry  we  disagree  on 
this  issue,”  yet  never  having  spoken  with  me  he 
appears  foolish  to  make  such  a  statement.  I  think 
that  these  is  something  more  than  simple 
disagreement  on  the  part  of  Senator  Burke.  Fur¬ 
ther,  sexual  orientation  is  a  part  of  the  human 
condition  as  is  well  documented.  It  is  a  part  of  life 
that  has  been  with  us  as  long  as  there  have  been 
recorded  histories.  It  is  God  determined,  not  a 
lifestyle  as  Burke  claims.  To  point  out  further 
fault  with  Burke’s  statements,  legislature  does  en¬ 
dorse  freedom  for  lifestyles  —  take  for  example 
the  freedom  of  religion  which  clearly  is  a  choice, 
so  most  people  say.  If  Senator  Burke  were  doing 
his  job  fairly  he  would  be  open  to  meeting, 
discussing  and  learning  of  information  regarding 
every  important  issue.  I  feel  that  1  have  received 
terrible,  bigoted  and  shabby  treatment  by  the  of¬ 
ficial  who  supposedly  represents  me.  It  is  ap¬ 
parent  that  this  is  the  kind  of  public  service  that 
Senator  Burke  intends  for  the  10%  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  who  are  part  of  the  sexual  minorities;  the 
treatment  of  second  class  citizens. 

I  hope  that  you  will  find  a  way  to  give  him  my 
message.  I  thank  you  for  your  welcome  support 
on  this  issue  and  for  your  excellent  leadership  in 
government. 

Very  truly  yours, 

—  name  withheld 

P.S.  I  hope  I  do  not  lose  my  job  over  this  fight  for 
my  freedom  to  be  equal,  but  1  can  stay  silent  no 
longer. 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


•  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 

•  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($120  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $  _ 

□  We/1  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ __ 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

•As  with  all  GCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kept  strictly  coniidential  unless  you 
a#ree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter'  Yes.  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont  St„  5th  FI..  Boston,  MA  02111, 


Merging  without  the  Financial  Burdens? 

Task  Force  Assumes 
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Some  Lobby  Duties 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  The  board  of 
directors  of  the  nation’s  largest 
membership  organization  devoted 
to  gay  and  lesbian  rights  met  over 
the  weekend  of  October  29  to  re¬ 
view  staff  reports,  discuss  fund¬ 
raising  activities  and  elect  new  of¬ 
ficers.  The  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF),  whose  board  meets 
semi-annually,  sets  priorities  that 
often  become  the  directions  taken 
by  the  mainstream  gay  and  lesbian 
movement. 

But  controversy  was  not  lacking 
amid  the  shuffling  of  reports  and 
drudgery  of  financial  statements, 
as  the  board  voted  12-2  to  pass  a 
resolution  empowering  executive 
director  Ginny  Apuzzo  to  “work 
in  the  area  of  congressional  advo¬ 
cacy  where  it  concerns  the  over¬ 
sight  functions  of  Congress,  in 
consultation  with  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  order  to  seek  the 
elimination  of  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 
The  resolution  takes  NGTF  into 
the  area  of  congressional  lobby¬ 
ing,  traditionally  the  prerogative 
of  NGTF’s  sister  gay  organization, 
the  embattled  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL).  NGTF  had  pre¬ 
viously  confined  its  political  ac¬ 
tivities  to  the  executive  branch. 

The  board  also  enacted  another 
resolution  directing  its  co-chairs  to 
communicate  with  the  GRNL  co¬ 
chairs  about  “the  future  direc¬ 
tions”  of  the  two  organizations. 
The  resolution  passed  unanimously. 

Apuzzo  outlined  a  strategy  of 
creating  a  “convergence  of 
pressure”  by  using  the  press  and 
congressional  hearings  to  lobby 
the  federal  government  which  she 
called  “the  largest  discriminator 
against  gays  and  lesbians  that  ex¬ 
ists.’  ’  Such  a  strategy  was  effective 
in  getting  Medicare  coverage  for 
experimental  treatment  for  AIDS 
and  in  getting  increased  federal 
dollars  for  AIDS  research,  said 
Apuzzo,  and  could  be  used  to 
combat  discrimination  in  immigra- 


District  8 

Continued  from  page  1 
velt,  who  has  spoken  in  favor  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  says  he  sees 
no  difference  between  him  and 
Scondras,  “except  perhaps  em¬ 
phasis.”  Throughout  the  cam¬ 
paign,  however,  Scondras  has  said 
that  his  identity  as  a  gay  man, 
coupled  with  his  history  of  work 
with  women,  blacks  and  Flispanics 
in  the  city,  makes  him  particularly 
well-suited  to  represent  minority 
interests. 

Scondras  has  gathered  together 
a  long  list  of  endorsements  from 
individuals  and  organizations  with 
whom  he  has  worked  in  the  past, 
and  received  the  endorsement  of 
the  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance  on  October  19.  Other 
supporters  include  mayoral  can¬ 
didate  Mel  King,  the  Americans 
for  Democratic  Aciton,  the  black 
Political  Task  Force,  the  Boston 
chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women,  Local  26  of  the 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers 
Union,  the  Ward  4  Democratic 
Committee,  and  numerous  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  the  city. 

Roosevelt  says  that  although 
Scondras  may  have  more  en¬ 
dorsements,  many  of  those  en¬ 
dorsements  come  from  outside  the 
district.  “We  have  really  em¬ 
phasized  in  our  campaign  seeking 
the  endorsements  of  political 
leaders  and  neighborhood  leaders 
who  live  in  the  district.” 

Roosevelt  has  been  endorsed  by 
state  representatives  Thomas 
Vallely  (D-Back  Bay)  and  Kevin 
Fitzgerald  (D-Mission  Hill),  who 
together  represent  most  of  District 
8  in  the  state  legislature. 

Although  Roosevelt  has  spent 
almost  $60,000  to  Scondras’ 
$30,000,  Scondras  is  confident 
that  he  can  attract  enough  of  the 
voters  who  chose  Dennis  Quilty  or 
Eugenie  Beal  in  the  preliminary 
election  to  win  the  seat.  Quilty’s 


tion,  the  military  and  health  care. 
“We’ve  got  to  be  involved  in  the 
decisions  that  affect  our  lives,” 
said  Apuzzo.  “Lobbying  on  the 
gay  rights  bill  is  not  enough.” 

The  NGTF  resolution  was  not 
proposed  in  a  political  vacuum. 
The  executive  direction  of  GRNL, 
Steve  Endean,  announced  on  Oc¬ 
tober  15  that  he  would  resign  from 
his  position  within  three  to  six 
months,  after  public  criticism  of 
his  performance  by  the  publisher 
of  the  Advocate,  David  Good- 
stein,  and  by  the  Advocate’s 
Washington  correspondent,  Larry 
Bush.  GRNL  is  also  $55,000  in 
debt  and  is  behind  on  its  payroll 
taxes.  One  full-time  and  one  part- 
time  staffer  have  been  fired  as 
economy  measures,  according  to 
Jerry  Weller,  deputy  director  of 
GRNL.  The  remaining  four  full¬ 
time  staffers  have  offered  to  take  a 
ten  percent  pay  cut,  subject  to  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  organization’s  board.  But 
Weller  also  said  one  of  the  reasons 
for  GRNL’s  deficit  had  been  a 
delay  in  getting  a  fundraising  ap¬ 
peal  in  the  mail  and  that  “a  good 
response”  was  now  coming  in  to 
the  6000  letters  sent  out.  Because 
of  GRNL’s  problems,  there  has 
been  considerable  talk  of  a  merger 
between  NGTF  and  GRNL, 
though  no  action  has  been  in¬ 
itiated  from  either  side. 

Commenting  on  the  NGTF  re¬ 
solution,  Endean  said  that  GRNL 
would  continue  to  actively  lobby 
Congress  on  behalf  of  gay  people, 
in  spite  of  its  cutbacks.  “We  are 
surprised  at  this  action  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force,  when  they 
have  so  many  areas  of  respon¬ 
sibility  which  they  have  histor¬ 
ically  addressed  and  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  merit  their  attention,” 
said  Endean  in  a  prepared  state¬ 
ment.  “We  hope  through  com¬ 
munication  we  can  find  an  effec¬ 
tive  resolution  to  this  situation  to 
ensure  cooperation  and  coordina- 

campaign  manager,  Alana  Mur¬ 
phy,  is  now  working  for  Scondras, 
as  is  Eugenie  Beal’s  campaign 
chairperson,  Donna  Kuha. 

Mayor’s  Race 

Continued from  page  1 
1978  on  the  Boston  City  Council 
and  represented  South  Boston  and 
Dorchester  from  1971  until  that 
time  in  the  state  legislature,  calls 
himself  a  “populist”  who  can 
work  on  “economic  issues”  to 
unite  the  diverse  and  racially 
segregated  neighborhoods  of  the 
city. 

That  emphasis  on  economic 
issues  underlines  one  significant 
difference  between  the  two  can¬ 
didates:  whereas  King  often  speaks 
of  the  effects  of  racism  in  this  city, 
Flynn  prefers  to  speak  of  discrim¬ 
ination  in  economic  terms,  claim¬ 
ing  that  the  white,  working-class 
people  of  South  Boston,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  face  the  same  sort  of 
“economic  discrimination”  as 
low-income  black  residents  of 
Roxbury. 

Flynn,  who  earned  a  reputation 
as  a  hard-line  “anti-busing”  ac¬ 
tivist  during  court-ordered  in¬ 
tegration  of  the  Boston  public 
schools  during  the  mid-1970s,  says 
his  perspective  makes  him  the  can¬ 
didate  best  suited  to  bring  people 
together.  “I  am  concerned  with 
the  problems  that  will  unite  the  ci¬ 
ty,”  he  noted  during  a  recent  tele¬ 
vised  debate. 

Because  Flynn  has  been  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  tenants  and  older  peo¬ 
ple,  he  has  received  endorsements 
and  support  from  a  number  of  the 
city’s  liberal  organizations  and  in¬ 
dividuals.  The  Massachusetts 
Tenants  Organization  and  Local 
26  of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Union  endorsed  his  can¬ 
didacy  before  the  preliminary  elec¬ 
tion,  and  since  the  Flynn  has  pick¬ 
ed  up  support  from  state  senator 
Michael  LoPresti  (D-Boston), 


tion  on  Capitol  Hill.” 

Apuzzo,  in  a  statement  released 
through  NGTF’s  Washington  of¬ 
fice,  responded  to  Endean’s  com¬ 
ments.  “We  are  committed  to 
finding  the  best  way  to  achieve  the 
results  our  community  demands. 
To  do  this,  our  approach  must  re¬ 
flect  the  way  work  is  done  in 
Washington.  We  look  forward  to 
the  GRNL  board  initiating  a 
dialogue  that  will  allow  greater 
communication  and  cooperation.” 

The  feeling  at  the  NGTF  board 
meeting  was  that  the  organization 
should  step  in  the  breach  to  fulfill 
GRNL’s  functions  only  where 
NGTF  could  use  congressional 
oversight  hearings  to  further 
pressure  an  executive  agency. 
Cindy  Rizzo,  NGTF  board 
member  from  Boston  and  a 
former  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  GCN,  offerend  an 
amendment  to  the  original  resolu¬ 
tion  which  narrowed  the  scope  of 
action  to  “the  oversight  functions 
of  Congress.”  But  Rizzo  also 
noted  that  she  opposed  a  merger 
since  several  decentralized  ap¬ 
proaches  to  lobbying  would  serve 
the  community  better  than  en¬ 
trusting  the  task  to  one  national 
organization.  “I’m  distressed  to 
hear  people  writing  off  GRNL  as 
an  organization,”  said  Rizzo. 

Opposition  to  the  resolution 
centered  on  the  likelihood  that  the 
resolution  would  be  interpreted  as 
an  effort  by  NGTF  to  absorb 
GRNL  since  turf  wars  between  the 
two  groups  have  not  been  uncom¬ 
mon.  “The  traditional  relation¬ 
ship  between  GRNL  and  NGTF 
has  been  one  of  quicksand,”  said 
Alexa  Freeman,  a  board  member 
from  Washington,  and  the  most 
vocal  critic  of  the  resolution.  “It 
may  be  appropriate  for  NGTF  to 
go  to  congressional  hearings,  but 
lobbying  is  GRNL’s  field.  All  this 
resolution  does  is  create  a  merger 
without  NGTF  having  to  assume 

Rep.  Sal  DiMasi  (D-North  End) 
and  Suffolk  County  Assistant 
District  Attorney  and  unsuccessful 
District  8  city  council  candidate 
Dennis  Quilty. 

Flynn’s  record  in  the  state 
legislature,  however,  is  far  from 
liberal.  “I’m  a  liberal  on  economic 
issues,  but  a  conservative  on  social 
issues,”  said  the  candidate  in  a  re¬ 
cent  Boston  Globe  interview,  and 
the  candidate’s  own  characteriza¬ 
tion  of  his  perspective  on  social 
issues  seems  to  coincide  with  his 
votes  against  abortion,  the  ERA, 
sex  education,  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  prison  reform,  and  birth 
control  for  minors  without  paren¬ 
tal  consent.  Flynn  co-sponsored 
the  Doyle-Flynn  bill,  which  sought 
to  revoke  state  funding  for  abor¬ 
tions,  voted  to  retain  corporal 
punishment  in  public  schools,  and 
voted  to  keep  the  state’s  anti¬ 
communist  laws  and  subversive  ac¬ 
tivities  division. 

Flynn  now  says  he  would  vote 
differently  on  some  of  those 
issues,  although  he  remains  stead¬ 
fastly  opposed  to  abortion  and 
busing.  Asked  by  the  moderator  at 
a  November  1  televised  debate 
about  his  changing  views,  Flynn 
said  he  had  gone  through  a 
“maturing  and  growing  process,” 
and  said  “I  would  consider  myself 
a  political  zombie  if  I  hadn’t  made 
adjustments,  if  I  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  issues  differently  than  I  did 
several  years  ago.” 

Differences  between  King  and 
Flynn  were  nowhere  more  ap¬ 
parent  than  at  an  October  27 
debate  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Alliance  for  Boston  Elections. 
King,  who  has  earned  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  Massachusetts  Wom¬ 
en’s  Political  Caucus,  the  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alli¬ 
ance,  and  “sentiments  of 
support”  from  the  Boston  chapter 
of  the  National  Organiztion  for 
Women,  struck  out  at  Flynn’s 


GRNL’s  debts.” 

In  other  action,  the  board 
elected  Jose  Gomez  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  Frances  Hanckle  of 
Baltimore  as  co-chairs  of  the 
board’s  executive  committee. 
Chuck  Hitchcock,  from  Long 
Island,  was  elected  treasurer  and 
Barabara  Lightner  of  Madison, 
Wis.,  secretary.  Alexa  Freeman 
was  elected  to  the  at-large  seat  on 
the  executive  committee  and  in  a 
separate  election,  will  serve  as 
chairperson  of  the  board’s  wom¬ 
en’s  caucus. 

Controversy  and  politics  aside, 
the  meat  of  the  meeting  consisted 
of  reports  made  by  NGTF  staff 
personnel  on  their  respective 
duties.  The  staff  reports  were  also 
indicative  of  some  of  the  direc¬ 
tions  that  NGTF  will  be  taking  in 
the  next  year  or  so.  Jeff  Levi, 
NGTF’s  Washington  staffer,  said 
the  bulk  of  his  time  had  been  spent 
dealing  with  the  AIDS  crisis,  and 
that  the  silver  lining  of  the  crisis 
was  that  the  gay  community  was 
becoming  more  organized  and 
making  better  political  connec¬ 
tions  in  Washington.  Levi  cited  an 
August  meeting  with  Dr.  Edward 
Brandt,  assistant  secretary  of 
health  and  director  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  (PHS),  which  has 
resulted  in  a  close  working  rela¬ 
tionship  between  NGTF  and  the 
PHS. 

Executive  director  Apuzzo  also 
gave  an  update  on  NGTF’s 
political  work.  Amid  rumors  of 
impending  action  by  New  York 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo  to  issue 
an  executive  order  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay  people  in 
state  employment,  Apuzzo  noted 
she’d  been  in  touch  with  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  he  was  “stonewalling”  on 
the  issue.  Apuzzo  said  the  New 
York  anti-discrimination  order  is 
important  because  it  also  sets  up  a 
task  force  to  investigate  the  impact 
of  state  actions  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians  and  could  be  a  model  for 


anti-abortion  stance. 

“I  value  life,”  King  declared.  “1 
value  it  enough  to  feel  that  we 
should  do  everything  we  can  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  life  and  that  is 
what  we  do  when  we  say  that 
women  should  not  be  butchered 
because  they  do  not  have  the  right 
to  safe,  legal  abortion. . .  .There  is 
no  real  choice  when  women  can  get 
free  sterilization  and  not  free  abor¬ 
tions.” 

King  called  abortion  “a  funda¬ 
mental  part  of  women’s  economic 
and  personal  freedom.  The  issue  is 
not  the  right  to  life  any  more  than 
it  was  a  hundred  years  ago,  when 
that  slogan  was  first  used  to  attack 
birth  control.” 

Asked  by  a  panelist  how  he  as 
mayor  would  respond  to  an  anti¬ 
abortion  referendum  slated  for  the 
1984  statewide  ballot,  King  said, 
“1  consider  defending  the  right  to 
abortion  part  of  the  mayor’s  job 
because  it  is  part  of  respecting  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  city  of  Boston.” 

“I  don’t  think  the  office  of 
Mayor  of  Boston  should  be  used  at 
all  to  promote. .  .measures  that 
are  unrelated  to  the  office,”  Flynn 
replied. 

A  panelist  asked  both  candi¬ 
dates  what  they  would  do,  if  they 
were  mayor  of  Northampton, 
Mass.,  about  recent  incidents  of 
anti-lesbian  harassment  and 
violence  in  that  town. 

“As  mayor,”  replied  Flynn,  “I 
would  make  sure  that  to  the  full 
extent  of  my  resources  and  my 
commitment  possible,  I  would 
make  sure  that  no  person  in  the  ci¬ 
ty  is  discriminated  against  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  sex,  creed  or 
sexual  preference.” 

Replied  King,  “The  first  thing 
you  do  is  take  to  the  streets  and 
take  to  the  public  media  and  get 
out  front  to  do  public  education 
...  to  indicate  where  you  stand 
with  respect  to  the  rights  of  people 
who  are  gay  and  lesbian.” 


orders  in  other  states. 

In  her  own  report,  Apuzzo 
noted  she  planned  to  focus  on 
“the  federalized  society,”  the 
federal  arena  in  which  decisions 
ultimately  affecting  gay  people  are 
made,  often  without  their  know¬ 
ledge  or  assent.  Apuzzo  pointed 
out  that  the  federal  government 
underwrites  seminars  for  local 
police  departments  to  train  of¬ 
ficers  in  entrapment  procedures  in 
restrooms;  according  to  an  FBI 
statistic,  50,000  such  arrests  are 
made  each  year. 

In  other  staff  reports,  opera¬ 
tions  and  finance  director  David 
Coobs  reported  that  NGTF  had 
essentially  erased  its  $92,000  debt 
from  last  year  and  was  well  on  its 
way  to  financial  stability.  Crisis¬ 
line  director  Kevin  Berrill  had  said 
his  project  had  documented  1628 
cases  of  violence  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men  through  August  and 
was  now  also  receiving  calls  on 
AIDS  referred  by  the  Public 
Health  Service  national  hotline. 

Membership  director  Judy 
Burns  showed  charts  indicating 
that  NGTF’s  membership  had  re¬ 
mained  stable  at  about  9000; 
renewals  dropped,  but  new 
members  were  enlisting  in  large 
numbers.  Burns  set  a  goal  of 
doubling  NFTF’s  membership 
within  a  year.  And  AIDS  Project 
director  John  Boring  described  re¬ 
search  he  had  been  doing  to 
answer  media  calls  on  AIDS  and 
reported  on  a  packet  that  he  had 
been  assembling  for  local  activist 
groups  on  federal  funding  for 
AIDS. 

Wrapping  up  the  staff  reports, 
Apuzzo  noted  that  the  only  signifi¬ 
cant  staff  function  NGTF  had 
been  unable  to  fill  had  been  that  of 
media  director  and  that  a  number 
of  opportunities  to  attract  press 
coverage  had  probably  been  miss¬ 
ed  because  no  money  was  available 
to  hire  such  a  person.  But,  Daviu 
Coobs  said  that  if  certain  financial 
predictions  worked  out,  the  posi¬ 
tion  might  be  filled  in  the  coming 
year. 


Switchboard 

Continued  from  page  l 
to  GSBH  since  they  don’t  keep 
track  of  such  things. 

Grossman  began  contacting  the 
mayor,  city  councillors  and  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission.  Ap¬ 
parently,  when  taking  on  the 
phone  company,  even  gay  groups 
get  lots  of  help. 

Several  councillors  expressed 
support,  and  Erwin  contacted  the 
regulatory  affairs  office  of 
Southwestern  Bell. 

At  first,  Bell  was  resistant,  say¬ 
ing  that  the  deadline  for  inclusion 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  book  had 
already  passed.  After  more  dis- 
cusson,  however,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  listing  would  be  included. 

A  phone  company  official,  Kim 
Brassil,  assured  GCN  that  the 
number  would  appear  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  book. 

Brassil  said  that  the  application 
had  been  turned  down  because 
there  was  insufficient  information 
about  the  group.  When  asked  if 
GSBH  had  failed  to  complete  the 
application,  Brassil  said  no,  but 
that  there  still  was  not  enough  in¬ 
formation. 

Grossman  said,  “Not  only 
didn’t  they  ask  us  for  any  such  in¬ 
formation,  but  there  wasn’t  any 
place  for  it  on  the  application.” 
Grossman  also  pointed  out  that 
Bell  did  not  make  any  attempt  to 
solicit  the  information  until 
pressed  for  the  reason  for  the  re¬ 
jection. 

Erwin  said,  “If  Bell  had  any 
question  about  them,  all  they  had 
to  do  was  check.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  what  in¬ 
formation  had  been  missing, 
Brassil  was  unable  to  recall  any 
specific  details. 
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Rights  Bill 

Continued  from  page  1 

was  clear  that  the  more  virulent 
opponents  of  the  bill  consented 
only  very  grudgingly. 

Sen.  Denis  McKenna  (D-Somer- 
ville),  who  distinguished  himself 
during  the  October  3  debate  by 
referring  to  gay  men  and  lesbians 
as  “fags  and  lesbos,”  said  he 
would  consent,  “not  as  a  courtesy 
to  the  proponents  of  this  bill,  but 
as  a  courtesy  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate.  I  want  that  well- 
understood.  .. .  because  I’m  not 
sure  we  have  the  votes  to  destroy 
this  terrible,  terrible  piece  of 
legislation.” 


Bolling  then  argued  for  a  recon¬ 
sideration  of  the  vote  to  send  the 
bill  to  the  SJC,  saying  the  vote 
“boils  down  to  a  motion  to  kill  the 
bill.  Everybody  knows  that  if  this 
is  sent  to  the  SJC  it  will  not  return 
until  the  session  is  over.” 

“How  do  they  define  unnatural 
acts?”  retorted  McKenna.  “Is  it  a 
crime?  And  most  important,  how 
do  they  define  sexual  preference?” 

The  move  for  reconsideration 
lost,  although  Sens.  Atkins, 
D’Amico  and  Olver  each  voted  for 
the  motion.  Another  traditional 
supporter  of  the  bill.  Sen.  Michael 
LoPresti  (D-Boston),  failed  to 
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vote.  Sen.  Bertonazzi  voted  no. 

Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  lobbyist  Arline  Isaacson 
later  told  reporters,  “They’re  us¬ 
ing  bogus  reasoning,  specious 
reasoning,  completely ....  There 
are  52  other  states  and  municipal¬ 
ities  that  have  passed  this  bill  and 
they’ve  all  defined  sexual 
preference.” 

“We  know  we’re  going  to  get  it 
passed,”  Isaacson  added.  “If  it’s 
not  this  year,  it’ll  be  next  year  or 
the  year  after.  They’re  only  delay¬ 
ing  the  inevitable.” 

Isaacson  said  that  next  year  the 
bill  would  include  a  definition  of 
the  term  “sexual  preference.” 
“That’s  one  thing  we’lf  never  let 
them  pull  on  us  again,”  she  pro¬ 
mised. 

Because  there  are  only  a  few 
weeks  left  in  the  current  legislative 
session,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
the  SJC  will  act  in  time  to  save  the 
bill.  And  if  the  session  ends  before 
the  bill  can  be  resurrected,  this 
year’s  entire  process  of  committee 
hearings,  lobbying  and  debate  will 
have  to  begin  anew. 

Despite  this  year’s  defeat,  Isaac¬ 
son  stressed  the  value  of  the  work 
done  for  the  bill.  “We  should  be 
really  proud  for  what  we  pulled  off 
this  year,”  she  told  GCN,  “very 
pleased  that  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  was  able  to 
get  us  that  close  after  ten  years.” 

This  week’s  debates,  while 
heated,  never  reached  the  level  of 
abusiveness  that  characterized  the 
October  3  session.  During  that  de¬ 
bate,  in  addition  to  repeated  re¬ 
ferences  to  “fags  and  lesbos,” 
Sen.  McKenna  called  lesbians  and 
gay  men  “sick  and  disgusting,” 
and  said  the  only  thing  they’ve 
“offered  to  culture  is  AIDS  and 
herpes.” 

In  the  November  1  debate, 
McKenna  declared  that  he  had 
“no  intention  of  apologizing  for 
any  remarks  I  have  made  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  with  respect  to 
this  legislation.” 

“Isn’t  it  a  fact  that  85  percent  of 
those  people  in  the  gay  community 
here  today  have  that  disease  called 
AIDS?”  McKenna  asked  the  sen¬ 
ators.  “If  some  of  you  in  here  . . . 
feel  that  I  am  embarrassing  you, 
then  get  up  and  leave.” 
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The  Gey  Dating  Exchange,  Boston's 
largest  end  most  pooular  gey  dating 
service,  does  more  than  just  give  you  a 
phone  number  we  give  you  a  date.  We 
do  the  calling  tor  you  and  make  all  the 
arrangements  for  you  to  meet  your  date 
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Your  date  Is  personally  selected  by 
our  staff  according  to  your  preferences 
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Interests. 
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women  interested  in  meeting  other 
professionals  or  It  you  |ust  can't  seem 
to  find  that  special  person,  give  us  a 
call.  Our  membership  fee  is  only  $35.00 
per  year. 
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The  Reproductive  Rights  National  Network  Conference 


Far  left  and  far  right:  Saturday  night  pa 
moderator  Margie  Fine,  Bylle  Avery,  Ev 
Above  left:  Shawn  Towey,  from  the  Phi 
explains  the  proposed  changes  in  the  prin 
Coordinator  gives  a  “state  of  the  organ! 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

The  Reproductive  Rights  National  Network  (R2N2) 
held  its  annual  conference  the  weekend  of  October  7 
through  9  at  Barnard  College  in  New  York  City.  The 
major  theme  of  the  conference  was  “Combatting 
Racism:  Strengthening  Our  Local  Work.”  Over  250 
women,  35  of  whom  were  women  of  color,  and  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  attended,  representing  40  of  the  network’s  75 
member  groups. 

R2N2  is  a  national  feminist  coalition  of  local  activist 
groups  working  around  abortion  and  other  reproductive 
rights  issues.  Several  national  left  groups  are  also 
members.  It  was  formed  in  January  of  1979  as  a  direct 
response  to  the  right-wing  attack  on  abortion, 
specifically  the  Hyde  Amendment,  which  threatened  to 
cut  off  federal  funding  for  abortions.  R2N2  is  one  of 
the  few  national  formations  which  sees  itself  as  part  of  a 
radical  women’s  liberation  movement. 

This  year’s  conference  adopted  a  proposal  for  making 
a  priority  of  national  and  local  organizing  work  to 
restore  Medicaid  funding  for  abortion  and  to  fight 
against  healthcare  and  social  service  budget  cutbacks; 
established  a  permanent  task  force  of  women  of  color; 
agreed  to  hold  a  one-day  conference  for  women  of  color 
preceding  the  next  national  conference;  adopted  resolu¬ 
tions  on  disability  and  reproductive  rights,  violence 
against  women  and  depo  provera;  and  considered 
changes  in  the  principles  of  unity  proposed  by  the  les¬ 
bian  task  force  of  R2N2.  In  other  organizational 
business,  R2N2  elected  four  new  steering  committee 
members,  each  to  serve  a  two-year  term;  voted  to 
publish  their  quarterly  newsletter  out  of  the  national  of¬ 
fice  in  New  York  instead  of  Chicago,  where  it  had 
previously  been  produced;  and  heralded  the  publication 
of  the  first  issue  of  the  R2N2  News,  a  monthly 
newsbrief  for  R2N2  members. 

The  three-day  conference  had  its  high  points  and  low 
points.  All  of  the  panels  (Teenage  Sexuality  and 
Reproductive  Freedom;  Disability  and  Reproductive 
Rights;  Combatting  Racism;  and  Building  an  Anti- 
Racist/Multi-Racial  Women’s  Movement)  were  ex¬ 
cellent.  Each  speaker  brought  a  wealth  of  knowledge 
and  experience  to  her  talk  and  pushed  us  all  to  think 
about  things  in  new  and  deeper  ways. 

Building  an  anti-racist  and  multi-racial  organization, 
however,  does  not  come  without  pain,  confrontation, 
tears  and  much  dialogue.  This  was  made  clear  by  an  in¬ 
cident  at  the  conference  which  seemed  at  times  to 
threaten  to  shatter  the  conference,  but  which  instead 
helped  people  talk  about  some  of  the  deep  issues  involv¬ 
ed  with  white  women  and  women  of  color  work  togeth¬ 
er.  The  incident  took  place  on  Friday  evening,  directly 
after  the  panel  on  Teenage  Sexuality.  Discussion  of  it 
dominated  much  of  the  weekend. 

Racism:  Struggling  it  out 

Briefly,  a  woman  from  a  political  theater  group  was 
introduced  and  began  to  perform  a  prepared  skit  on 
contraception,  a  spoof  of  various  methods  of  con¬ 
traception  through  the  centuries.  Starting  off  with  “in¬ 
fanticide,”  it  moved  on  to  “magic”  as  a  method  of 
birth  control.  At  this  point  the  woman  put  on  a  mask 
and  an  outfit  with  streamers,  picked  up  maracas,  and 
started  dancing  around.  Next,  she  put  on  music,  con¬ 


tinued  dancing,  chanting  either  “I’ve  got  rhythm”  or 
“We’ve  got  rhythm.” 

At  this  point  the  skit  was  stopped  by  Vienna  Carroll 
and  Delores  Nolan,  two  black  women  from  the  R2N2 
steering  committee.  Marlene  Fried,  another  member  of 
the  steering  committee,  headed  up  with  them  to  stop  the 
skit,  but  held  back  on  the  sidelines.  A  discussion  then 
ensued  about  the  racism  in  the  skit,  why  it  had  been 
women  of  color  who  had  gone  to  the  steering  committee 
to  question  the  skit  and  why  women  of  color  and  not 
white  women  had  moved  to  have  the  skit  stopped. 

It  was  a  difficult  moment.  Much  praise  should  go  to 
steering  committee  members  Vienna  Carroll  and  Max¬ 
ine  Wolfe  for  how  they  handled  the  situation.  They 
stood  up  and  explained  that  they  had  previewed  the  skit 
on  video  tape,  thought  it  was  appropriate  and  had  given 
the  go-ahead  for  its  presentation  at  the  conference. 
They  also  said,  without  qualifications  or  defensiveness, 
that  the  decision  was  a  mistake  and  that  the  skit  was 
racist. 

The  racism  in  the  skit  seemed  most  clear  in  its 
stereotyping  of  black  people  and  making  fun  of  tradi¬ 
tional  African  culture  and  methods. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  in  the  initial  discussion,  just 
after  the  incident,  many  white  women  immediately 
moved  to  protect  or  defend  the  woman  who  had  done 
the  skit,  saying  things  like  “she’s  not  the  enemy,”  when 
no  one  had  said  she  was.  Fuller  discussions  went  on  in 
small  circles  throughout  the  evening  and  next  day.  On 
Saturday  afternoon  there  was  another,  longer  public 
discussion  of  the  incident.  It  was  at  this  point  that  many 
white  women  explained  that  as  they  watched  the  skit 
they  felt  it  was  racist,  couldn’t  believe  it  was  happening, 
but  were  paralyzed  to  stop  it.  They  said  they  sat  there 
feeling  that  if  R2N2  had  scheduled  the  skit  something 
would  surely  come  later  to  explain  it  all. 

During  this  several-hour-long  session,  women  talked 
from  their  hearts  about  the  incident.  White  women 
from  the  steering  committee  accepted  criticism  of  their 
failure  to  act  themselves  to  stop  the  skit.  Women  of  col¬ 
or,  particularly  staff  people  of  R2N2  groups,  talked 
about  the  tensions  and  isolation  they  experience  work¬ 
ing  in  predominantly  white  organizations. 

This  was  a  difficult  discussion,  since  participants  were 
operating  on  so  many  different  levels  of  understanding 
and  working  around  racism.  But  while  difficult  it  was 
significant  —  it  was  a  discussion  that  R2N2  could  not 
have  had  in  the  past  with  the  same  honesty  and  the  sense 
that  the  group  was  struggling  together. 

Acting  in  Good  Faith 

Several  weeks  after  the  conference  I  discussed  with 
Vienna  Carroll,  a  black  woman  member  of  the  steering 
committee  and  the  R2N2  national  staff  person,  her  feel¬ 
ings  about  the  conference  and  about  this  incident  in  par¬ 
ticular.  “What  is  real  hard  for  women  of  color  being  in 
a  majority  white  organization,”  Carroll  said,  “is  that 
you  think  you  are  moving  along  and  then  all  of  a  sudden 
something  slaps  you  back.  You  get  particularly  tired  of 
that.  I  remember  there  were  at  least  three  black  women 
who  got  up  [at  the  conference]  and  said  they  just  didn’t 
want  to  work  in  white  organizations  any  more  because 
they  didn’t  want  to  take  responsibility  for  teaching 
white  women. 


“I  think  that  one  of  the  heartening  and  encouraging 
things  about  this  conference  was  that,  a  little  lat< 
perhaps,  but  that  people  were  taking  responsibility  foi 
their  own  racism  —  in  some  form  or  fashion.  Then 
wasn’t  that  simplistic  level  of  ‘Why  are  you  so  upset? 
We  went  beyond  that.  People  actually  saw  and  admittec 
that  they  had  felt  something  was  wrong.  We  reached  < 
level  at  least  of  agreeing  that  it  is  not  my  responsibilit; 
to  point  it  out  to  you. .  .and  we  talked  about  what  yoi 
should  do  when  you  see  it,  which  is  to  speak  up  on  it. 

“A  woman  from  Virginia  got  up  and  expressed  thi 
frustration  of  how  you  go  to  meeting  after  meeting  anc 
you  talk  about  it  and  you  talk  about  it  and  don’t  notici 
any  movement.  But  I  think  that  an  important  movemen 
happened  here  [at  the  conference].  It  still  was  in  thi 
fashion  of  lip  service,  but  a  different  kind  of  lip  service 
The  quality  of  the  conversation  was  so  much  different 
I’m  thinking  at  this  point  mostly  about  what  the  whiti 
women  in  the  group  were  saying  by  Saturday.  [The  pro 
gress]  was  real  recognized,  too.  When  the  women  of  col 
or  introduced  their  amendments  to  the  anti-racis 
strategy  proposal  for  R2N2,  they  said  women  of  coloi 
and  white  women  were  acting  in  good  faith  here.  Tha 
good  faith  statement  summed  up  pretty  much  what  th< 
general  feeling  was  out  of  the  results  of  the  incident 
No,  it’s  not  finished,  and  yes,  we  are  still  frustrated,  anc 
people  are  still  having  to  struggle  quite  a  bit,  but  we  an 
making  a  solid  effort  to  do  that. 

“For  me,  one  thing  it  pointed  out  was  the  need  tc 
have  women  of  color  continue  to  work  together  on  ai 
ongoing  basis  and  not  be  isolated,  and  give  each  othe 
strength  and  support  and  keep  communicating  witl 
each  other  on  a  more  regular  basis  than  once  a  year.  I’n 
real  happy  about  the  formalization  of  the  [women  o 
color]  task  force.  I  think  the  level  of  conversations  tha 
ensued  after  this  incident  encouraged  people  to  thin! 
that  R2N2  is  at  least  a  place  we  might  work,  where  wt 
might  be  able  to  accomplish  a  few  things,  which  is  wh; 
we  bothered  to  formalize  a  task  force....  Anothe 
thing  it  pointed  out  was  that  this  is  real  hard  work,  fo 
everybody  involved.” 


Saturday  Night:  Building  an  Anti-Racist/ 
Multi-Racial  Women’s  Movement 

Saturday’s  afternoon  discussion  ended  just  in  tim 
for  participants  to  grab  a  quick  dinner  and  hurry  bad 
for  the  evening’s  panel,  “Building  an  Anti 
Racist/Multi-Racial  Women’s  Movement,”  certainly  ; 
high  point  of  the  conference.  The  panelists  included 
moderator  Margie  Fine,  R2N2  steering  committe< 
member  and  former  national  staff  person;  Bylle  Avery 
Black  Women’s  Health  Project  and  Acting  Vice-Chai 
of  the  National  Women’s  Health  Network;  Evelyi 
Otero,  New  York  R2N2  and  Hispanic  activist;  Ros< 
Morgan,  former  legal  services  advocate  for  batteret 
women  and  the  unemployed,  presently  working  for  thi 
City  of  New  York  on  employment  discrimination;  am 
Frieda  Klein,  from  the  Alliance  Against  Sexual  Coer 
cion  in  Boston. 

Each  panelist  was  asked  to  address  the  followinj 
questions  in  her  speech:  1)  What  kind  of  a  women’: 
movement  are  we  building  —  an  anti-racist,  multi-racia 
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Theatrical  Politics 

Stage  Left  will  be  presenting  Dario  Fo’s  com¬ 
edy  of  modern-day  economic  and  social  crisis 
We  Won’t  Pay  !  We  Won’t  Pay  at  the  Charles¬ 
town  Workng  Theater,  442  Bunker  Hill  Rd., 
Charlestown.  The  play  will  run  November  9 
through  December  17,  Thursday  through  Satur¬ 
day  evenings,  at  8  PM.  Tickets  are  $6.00.  For 
more  info  call  242-3534. 

Bertold  Brecht’s  parable  of  women,  politics, 
power  and  compromise  The  Caucasian  Chalk 
Circle  will  be  presented  at  the  BU  School  of  The¬ 
ater  Arts,  264  Huntington  Ave.,  November  8 
through  13.  Evening  performances  are  at  8:00 
PM  and  matinees  at  2:00  PM.  Tickets  range  from 
$5.00  to  $12.00.  For  reservations  and  more  info, 
call  266-3913. 

Athol  Fugard’s'Tony  Award  winning  play 
Master  Harold  and  the  Boys  will  open  at  the  Wil¬ 
bur  for  a  three-week  run  beginning  November  1 . 
A  scathing  indictment  of  apartheid  and  per¬ 
sonal  relations  in  South  Africa,  Master  Harold 
has  received  praise  world  wide.  Call  the  Wilbur 
box  office  for  more  info  and  ticket  prices: 
423-4008. 


Gyno-Porn 

The  Brush  Hill  Press  will  commence  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  new  magazine,  Eidos:  Erotica  By 
Women  For  Women,  which  will  feature  poetry 
essays,  fiction,  reviews,  non-fiction,  photo¬ 
graphs,  graphics,  interviews  and  letters. 

The  basic  subscription  rate  is  $14.00  but 
anyone  subscribing  before  January  1, 1984  may 
obtain  a  charter  subscription  for  $10.00.  And 
there’s  a  guarantee:  if  during  the  time  of  your 
subscription  there  isn’t  something  that  makes 
your  time  and  $10.00  well  spent,  Eidos  will  ex¬ 
tend  your  sub  for  one  more  year. 

Interested?  Write  Eidos,  167  Brush  Hill  Road, 
Milton,  MA  02186. 


Nancy  Wechsler 


Home  Girls 

A  Home  Girl’s  Evening  will  celebrate  the 
publication  of  Home  Girls:  A  Black  Feminist 
Anthology  edited  by  Barbara  Smith  and 
published  by  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press  on  Saturday,  November  19  in  New  York 
City. 

The  celebration  will  feature  music  by  Bay 
Area  musicians  Casselbery  and  Dupree  and 
readings  by  Audre  Lorde,  Cheryl  Clarke,  Gloria 
Hull  and  Barbara  Smith.  A  $10  contribution 
(special  contributions:  $15-25.  Seniors, 
unemployed  and  students  with  IDs:  $5)  goes  to 
benefit  Kitchen  Table  Press,  which  is  currently 
raising  money  to  republish  the  anthology,  This 
Bridge  Called  My  Back:  Writings  by  radical 
women  of  color.  Kitchen  Table  also  publishes  a 
book  of  Cheryl  Clarke’s  poetry  Narratives  and 
the  recently-released  Cuentos:  Stories  by 
Latinas.  (A  reading  from  Cuentos  will  be  held  at 
New  Words  Bookstore  in  Cambridge  on  Sun¬ 
day,  November  6.  See  Calendar.) 

A  Home  Girls’  Evening  will  be  presented  at 
116  W.  11th  St.,  P.S.  41  (in  the  Village)  begin¬ 
ning  at  8  PM.  The  program  is  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible  and  will  be  signed  for  the  hearing  im¬ 
paired.  For  information  and  tickets  contact  Kit¬ 
chen  Table,  (212)  308-5389. 


Roman  Triangle 

Boston’s  gay  Triangle  Theater  will  present 
the  first  of  their  staged  readings  of  the  season. 
Plautus’  bawdy  comedy  The  Casina  has  been 
chosen  for  the  premier  reading.  The  Casina  will 
be  performed  at  3:00  PM,  November  6  at  the 
Spectator  Arts  Theater,  811  Boylston  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton.  Admission  is  $2.00.  For  more  info  call 
424-6831 . 

NAMBLA  in  Boston 

The  Seventh  Conference  and  general  mem¬ 
bership  meeting  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  will  be  held  in 
Boston  on  December  3  and  4th.  Held  five  years 
and  one  day  after  NAMBLA’s  founding,  this 
conference  will  focus  on  NAMBLA’s  eventful 
history  and  especially  its  public  notoriety  since 
December,  1982. 

Phil  Knighton,  conference  organizer  said, 
“Last  year’s  conference  in  Philadelphia  was  in¬ 
trospective,  dealing  with  NAMBLA’s  structure 
and  positions.  This  conference  will  be  more 
reflective,  looking  at  where  we  have  been  these 
last  five  years.” 

The  conference  is  not  public  and  is  limited  to 
NAMBLA  members  and  guests.  A  public  forum 
is  planned  for  Saturday,  Decembei  3. 

The  cost  to  participants  will  be  $20  before 
November  15  and  $30  at  the  door.  Unless 
special  arrangements  are  made,  anyone  not 
already  a  member  must  pay  a  membership  fee 
at  the  door. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

SOUTHERN 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copteysquare 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

DENTISTRY 

DR. RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  32T-8818 

INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Boston 
Cape  Cod 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

THE  BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 

P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 
PODIATRY 
A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridqe,  MA 
497-9776 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $100.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Cynthia  Rich  (left)  and  Barbara  MacDonald 
the  publication  of  Look  Me  in  the  Eye:  Old 
and  Ageism  on  Friday,  Nov.  11.  See  Calendar 
$  more  information. 
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50ST0N-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
IUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
/ITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 

ioston  Area  (617) 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Lesbian  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St.,  Boston.  02123 
3lack  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
3!ack  Men's  Assoc..  PO  Box  827.  Boston  02123 
3AGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY.  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 11 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  02108 
[Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
|Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208 
| Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 

c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  41,  Boston  02118 
ICauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  542-8575 

iChiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
| El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P  O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

|  Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi),  (Ex.Ctr.)266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
I  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (61 7)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  021 07  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  021 1 7  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


497-8282 


542-0144 

522-6983 


482-0897 


Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project  424-1993 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401, 104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
P.O.  Box  125-S  101,  Arlington,  MA,  02174  442-2632 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Urania  (Lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  Group) 

Box  23, 89  Mass  Ave,  Boston  021 15  623-7258 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston,  021 17  247-3910 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B  U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St.,  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  021 16  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  179,  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STU DENT _ 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hail,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.WelIsley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2828 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U„  Triskelion,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Off., 

Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.. 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-6311 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS 


Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St„  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 


MEDIA 


Dennis  353-0225 
661-7534 
426-4469 
661-7534 


542-5679 


494-8810 


6660350 


Boston's  Other  Voice.  WROR,  98.5FM 
Fag  Rag 

Gay  Community  News 
Good  Gay  Poets 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN.  167  Tremont.  021 11 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144 

MED  ICAL/COU  NSE  LIN  G 

AIDS  Action  Committee 

c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St  02115 
AIDS  Hotline 

M-F  3-9pm  Sat  I0am-4pm  536-7733 

Boston  Free  VD  Info  1  -800-272-2577 

(8am  10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Exodus  Ctr  .  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16  266-0612 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service  542-5188 


Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non-profit) 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


843-5300 

744-5322 


661-0248 

956-5293 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  623, 

Worcester  01601 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc. /Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01945 
Survival  Crisis  Line 
So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324 
Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 
Milford  01757 


236-4882 


756-0730 


745-3848 

471-7100 


584-4997 

473-3529 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  7 53-8360 


WOMEN 


New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St. ,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P'town  02657 

487-3393 


STUDENT 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN 

Valley  Wimmins  Connection  586-6445 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St.. 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield.  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

Box  402.  Florence,  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 

STUDENT _ 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89.  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVJCE/SOCIAL 

Black  and  White  Men  Together, 

58  Winchester  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 

562-2906.933-0185 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 

c/o  Box  258-Westconn,  181  White  St.  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501;  M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St..  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
'Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 
Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective. 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106 
Shorelinewoman 

Women's  Center.  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave.  Hartford  06106 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 


486-4738 

249-0504 

481-3575 

249-7691 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

776-2658 


STUDENT 


397-4331 

527-3151 


486-2273 


347-941 1 
442-7458 


Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women’s  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72.  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven.  P.O  Box  5335,  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O  Box  514.  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522  2646 


787  1518 
522-5575 


M  ED  I CAL/COUNSELI N  G 

Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 .  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 


777-9808 

436-8354 


Maine  (207) 


780-4085 

797-0215 


.485-5612 


424-3252 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  896-5888 

AWA  (Male).  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St..  Portland  04103 
Interweave:  Unit. /Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330 
Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583  Westbrook  04092 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter,  social  org.,  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 

New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays,  140  Kimball  Hill. 

Rd„  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men’s  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club 

.  40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U.  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet 
Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448 
Manchester  Men's  Group 
P.O.  Box  3734,  Manchester  03105 

Rhode  Island  <40i) 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  751-3322, 

Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 
c/o  903  Broad  St.,  Providence  02907 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 
Brown  Lesban  Collective,c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St., 

Prividence  02912 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912 
Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22,  77  Ives  St.,  Providence  02906 
Women’s  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860 
Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  brown  U., 

Providence  02912 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 11  (617)720-1870, 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861 
MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  George  McDermott 


1-800-852-3311 
827-3766;  847-9589 


272-9247 

723-0050 

751-3322 

midnight 

728-9269 

728-6023 

331-2047 


863-2189 

863-2189 


728-6023 

863-3062 


661-7223 

942-9400 

272-9247 

272-9247 


Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
132  W  24th  St.,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm, 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheist  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  2111,  Rock. Ctr.  NYC  10185 
Dial  a  Gay  Atheist 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village.  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of  NY 
208  W  13th  St.  NYC,  10011 
Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St„  10011 
Gay  Switchboard 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc.,  Box  435, 

Van  Brunt  Sta.,  Brooklyn  11215  499-1060,  255-5969 

Gay  Vegetarians  David  876-4381 

Gayel'ow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

c/o  DMS,  Box  513,  132  W.  24th  St„  NYC  10011 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W.  13th  St. 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St„  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St. 


777-7697 


772-0404 

947-0949 

989-6653 

595-1445 

873-2331 

473-5884 


834-0310 


777-1800 


741-2247 


242-4140 


WOMEN 


924-2970 


628-8532 


944-9488 


533-4907 


Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258. 10116  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Progressive  Health  Network, 

300  Riverside  Dr..  Suite  11E,  NYC  10025 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
The  New  York  Law  Group,  PO  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Sta.  10163 
GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036 
Lavender  Left  Network 
Box  512,  Village  Sta.  10014 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601,  10011 

741-5800 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler,  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

155  Bank  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001 
Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns, 

Box  2217,  Brooklyn  11202  596-3839, 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St„  10011 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns 
Trinity  MCC,  152  W  66th  St. 

(mail)  Box  1707  NYC  10163 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


242-6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

688-0628 

989-6653 

278-5066 

242-1212 

866-3580 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance  Box  294, 10014 
Meridian  Gay  Theatre,  137  W.  22nd  St. 

NYC  10011 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native,  249  W.  Broadway,  NYC  10013 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  Village  Sta.  10014 


255-4713 

869-3981 

964-7272 

925-8021 

989-7963 


STUDENT 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


280-5113 


598-7056 


Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  506  W.  42nd  St.  #E5,  NYC  10036, 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  1 1354 
Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  Box  274, 

1 32  W.  24th  St„  NYC  1 001 1  807-6655,  6664 

St.  Mark's  Clinic,  88  University  PI., 

NYC  10003  691-8282 

AIDS  Hotline  800-221-7044 


691-6969 


688-0628- 

243-8181 

799-9432 

563-6313 

563-6313 


Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  863-5164 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528,862-4019 

League  of  Gays  (LOGS), 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819  626-3618 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St„  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 

New  York  City  (212) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee, 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  Connection  (Th  and  Fri,  8-1 1pm) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gaymen  and  Lesbians  in  Brookhaven,  PO  Box  203, 

Brookhaven  (516)286-3178 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (18)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  1 1746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  (914)793-5198 

WOMEN 


(516)324-2468 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(716)275-8341 


Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St. 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 

Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(516)  791-5565 
Binghamton 

(716)  244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


(914)948-4922 


(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (51.8)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/I _ l„  P.O.  621 P.  Bayshore  11706 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-51 17 


STUDENT/YOUTH 


Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington  11743 
Gay  People  at  Cornell 
207  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)244-8640 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Merrill  Ctr.  Willson  Commons 


(516)549-1619 
(607)  256-6482 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A, 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women  s  Alternative.  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 


Rochester,  14627 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)636-3063 

Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 

SUNY  Stony  Brook  11794  (516)246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People's  Alliance,  Box  271,  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

MEDIA 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640. 244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Long  Island  Connection  P.O.Box  601, 

Huntington  11743  (513)673-3795 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St„  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO 
SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($1 0/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF  YOU 
CAN’T). 


What  We  Need  to  Do 


ding  an  Anti-Racist/Multi-Racial  Women’s  Movement”  (left  to  right) 
o.  Rose  Morgan,  Frieda  Klein  and  Tavoria  Rae  Teilem,  asl  interpreter. 
Reproductive  Rights  Organization  and  the  RSN2  Lesbian  Task  Force, 
inity  on  lesbian  liberation.  Above  right:  Vienna  Carroll,  R2N2  National 
tresentalion  Friday  afternoon  at  the  beginning  of  the  conference. 


jvement?  How  do  we  do  it?  2)  What  are  the  past  and 
esent  barriers  to  building  an  anti-racist,  multi-racial 
Dvement?  3)  How  does  feminism  speak  to  our  lives 
jd  the  needs  of  women  of  color?  and  4)  What  kinds  of 
•sitive  steps  can  be  taken  for  bringing  together  women 
Dm  different  parts  of  the  women’s  movement? 
Margie  Fine  started  off  by  giving  a  brief  history  of 
IN2  and  its  work  around  racism  and  then  introduced 
e  first  speaker,  Bylle  Avery. 

Avery  talked  about  the  early  days  of  the  women’s 
ovement  when  she  was  one  of  only  a  few  black  women 
io  would  come  up  from  the  South  to  attend  meetings, 
id  how  glad  she  would  be  to  see  another  black  face, 
te  said  we  have  to  recognize  the  women’s  movement 
r  what  it  has  been,  “a  white  women’s  movement.  The 
!;ues  brought  forth  were  the  issues  that  white  women 
ere  most  concerned  about  at  that  time.  They  were 
>od  issues,  but  they  weren’t  the  issues  of  black  women 
ho  were  poor,  or  black  women  who  were  unpoor 
Describing  herself  as  a  feminist  to  the  bone, 
very  said  we  needed  to  break  down  the  barriers  created 
!j  the  distortions  of  a  white  male-dominated  press, 
hich  trivialized  feminism  into  “bra-burning.”  She, 
:ce  several  other  speakers  during  the  conference,  stress- 
I  the  need  for  black  women  to  organize  autonomously, 
talk  to  each  other  and  to  work  out  issues  together,  in- 
uding  issues  of  homophobia. 

From  her  experience  in  the  health  movement,  Avery 
ged  white  women  in  feminist  clinics  to  find  ways  to 
ve  over  some  power  to  women  of  color  —  to  make 
f ire  there  were  women  of  color  in  every  clinic,  doing 
'ery  kind  of  job.  She  ended  her  speech  by  saying,  “We 
;ed  more  than  just  an  intellectual  appreciation  for  each 
;her.  We  need  commitment.  We  need  people  to  sign  in 
ood  on  the  dotted  line:  I  am  committed  to  work  on 
icism,  I  am  committed  to  work  on  internalized  oppres- 
on  and  I’m  here  for  the  long  haul.. . .  If  you  plan  to 
articipate  fully  in  this  movement,  if  you  are  interested 
i  it  becoming  a  truly  women’s  movement,  not  just  a 
hite  women’s  movement  or  a  women  of  color  move- 
lent,  but  just  a  real  movement ,  there  are  ten  little 
ords  you  need  to  say  in  terms  of  confronting  racism 
ithin  yourself  and  in  terms  of  confronting  internalized 
ppression:  ‘If  it  is  to  be,  then  it’s  up  to  me.’  ” 

Rose  Morgan’s  speech  (reprinted  here)  did  a  magnifi¬ 
ed  job  of  combining  the  personal  and  the  political, 
iving  a  critique  of  what  exists  along  with  a  vision  of 
hat  could  be.  She  raised  challenges  to  both  white 
omen  and  women  of  color,  and,  like  Avery,  stressed 
le  need  for  women  of  color  to  work  in  autonomous 
rganizations  of  women  of  color,  or  at  least  organiza- 
ons  where  women  of  color  were  in  the  majority.  “To 
ring  about  the  dawning  of  a  progressive  women’s 
lovement,”  Morgan  said,  “we  have  to  define  what  that 
leans.  I  am  talking  about  an  anti-sexist,  anti-racist, 
lulti-racial,  international,  anti-ageist,  anti-elitist,  anti- 
overty,  anti-class  women’s  movement.  One  that  con- 
nues  to  recognize  and  fight  anti-Semitism,  one  that 
ghts  for  access  and  visibility  for  disabled  persons,  one 
lat  supports  and  encourages  a  woman’s  right  to  love 
omen  fully  and  freely.  A  woman’s  movement  that 
enforces  in  us  the  collective  power  to  control  our 
odies  and  our  lives .... 

Evelyn  Otero  described  the  organizing  among  women 

Continued  on  page  16 


What  follows  is  a  transcription  of  a  speech  given  by 
Rose  Morgan  as  part  of  Saturday  Night’s  panel 
“ Building  an  Anti-Racist/Multi-Racial  Women’s 
Movement.  ” 

Rose  Morgan  is  a  black-lesbian-feminist  activist, 
former  legal  services  advocate  for  battered  women  and 
the  unemployed,  who  presently  works  for  the  City  of 
New  York  on  employment  discrimination  issues.  She 
has  done  organizing  to  defeat  the  Family  Protection 
Act,  was  on  the  steering  committee  of  this  last  year’s 
Women  and  the  Law  Conference,  and  the  program 
committee  of  the  Third  World  Women ’s  International 
Women’s  Day  Celebration. 

By  Rose  Morgan 

I  think  I  speak  more  or  less  on  a  personal  level  in 
terms  of  my  experiences  in  being  involved  in  the 
women’s  movement.  Because  I  think  people  always  do 
need  to  speak  from  their  own  experiences,  what  has 
happened  to  them,  what  keeps  them  going  in  the  strug¬ 
gle.  I  understand  there’s  been  a  lot  of  activity  going  on 
here  this  past  two  days  —  I’m  sorry  I  missed  it,  but  I 
was  sort  of  in-waiting  for  tonight. 

In  attempting  to  make  some  thought-provoking  com¬ 
ments  in  what  I  consider  a  30-minute  nutshell  on 
building  an  anti-racist,  multi-national  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  I  want  to  go  rather  quickly  to  the  obstacles  that  I 
have  experienced.  And,  hopefully,  in  sharing  those  with 
you  I  will  stimulate  your  thoughts  and  allow  you  to 
share  in  how  I,  as  a  woman  of  color,  perceive  some  of 
these  issues  and  problems  in  today’s  women’s  move¬ 
ment. 

In  trying  to  capsulize  the  major  barriers  that  I  see  to 
building  a  progressive  women’s  movement,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  think  of  the  socialization  process  to  which  we  are 
subjected  as  female  children,  and  the  alienation  and  in¬ 
ner  conflict  that  develop  as  a  result  of  that.  And  then 
the  next  thing  that  I  think  of  is  the  isolation  in  which  we 
function  from  the  lives  of  women  who  have  a  different 
personal  experience  from  our  own.  This  socialization 
process  controls  the  way  in  which  we  perceive  things, 
and  the  isolation  controls  the  information  with  which 
we  function.  Thus  these  barriers,  along  with  the  racial, 
cultural,  class,  religious  and  lifestyle  differences  that  we 
reflect  as  women,  leave  us  very  often  operating  in  a 
vacuum,  ignorant  of  the  realities  of  our  potential  sisters. 
So  that  when  we  begin  to  speak  of  building  a  women’s 
movement,  we  must  be  vigilant  and  explicit  about  what 
it  is  we  mean.  Just  like  “feminism,”  the  term  “the 
women’s  movement”  means  different  things  to  dif¬ 
ferent  people. 

There  are  white,  so-called  feminists,  who  I  would  call 
bourgeois  feminists,  who  claim  to  be  intent  on  over¬ 
throwing  male  supremacy,  who  are  completely  satisfied 
to  never  connect  with  a  woman  of  color,  personally  or 
politically,  and  to  never  be  interested  in  understanding 
her  historical  or  societal  relationship  to  women  of  color. 
This  type  of  aspiring  or  middle-class  or  upper-crust 
woman  really  believes  that  the  way  to  achieve  women’s 
liberation  is  by  going  up  the  corporate  ladder.  And  she 
would  replace  men  in  power  with  women.  She  further 
believes  that  when  these  women  come  into  power  they 
will  make  better  decisions,  which  will  in  fact  improve 
the  lives  of  all  women.  This  is  what  I  call  the  Sandra 


Day  O’Connor  trickle-down  notion.  This  white, 
upwardly-mobile  woman  is  probably  completely  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  bourgeois  white  male  concept  of  how 
society  should  run  —  but  for  one  minor  objection:  that 
white  men  are  on  top  instead  of  white  women.  Indeed,  I 
have  met  black  women  and  women  of  color  who  are 
similarly  isolated  in  their  thinking. 

My  sister  was  recently  describing  to  me  a  situation 
which  she  experienced  at  Smith  College  (most  of  you 
know  that  Smith  is  one  of  the  elite  of  the  elite;  Richard 
Nixon’s  daughter  Julia  was  one  of  her  classmates).  This 
was  around  1972.  She  told  me  that  some  of  the  black 
women  there  felt  that  all  they  were  obligated  to  do  “to 
better  the  race”  was  to  achieve  personal  success,  i.e.  a 
high  level  job,  and  a  Mercedes.  In  the  high  phase  of 
black  militancy  on  campus  there  (if  you  can  imgaine  the 
height  of  black  militancy  in  such  an  elite 
environment)  she  said  that  often  times  a  level  of  political 
analysis  was  lacking.  It  was  as  though  the  black  students 
were  going  to  bring  about  a  social  revolution  one  day 
and  the  next  day  all  whites  would  disappear. 

These  attitudes  may  seem  obviously  ignorant  and  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  way  in  which  you  view  the 
women’s  movement  or  the  way  in  which  you  view  social 
change.  I  have  talked  with  many  women  who  would 
find  these  examples  crude  and  yet  have  behaved  both  on 
a  personal  and  political  level  as  full  of  these  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  that  kind  of  thinking  or  lack  of  thinking  about 
where  they  are  going  and  who  they  want  to  be  traveling 
with. 

Perhaps  what  has  been  foremost  in  my  mind  in  recent 
years,  when  I  think  of  racism  and  how  it  affects  me 
directly  in  my  relationships  at  work,  in  political 
organizations,  is  that  I  am  constantly  being  told  in  a 
variety  of  ways  that  “you  do  not  exist.”  That  you,  as  a 
woman  of  color,  are  at  best  an  afterthought.  Now  there 
are  a  variety  of  ways  in  which  this  happens,  but  the  one 
that  is  sort  of  my  favorite  —  if  you  can  say  favorite  way 
of  saying  that  you  do  not  exist  —  relates  to  how  I  experi¬ 
ence  going  to  a  feminist  function  and  all  of  the  music  I 
hear  there  is  something  that  I  can’t  identify  with  in  any 
way.  Women  of  color  are  subjected  to  music  that  we  do 
not  comprehend,  to  which  we  do  not  respond,  and  are 
ignored  or  mocked  when  we  request  to  here  salsa,  jazz 
or  soul.  Now  this  may  seem  to  you  a  rather  silly  exam¬ 
ple,  but  it  is  just  the  beginning  of  walking  into  a  space 
that  you  know  that  you  weren’t  thought  of  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  it.  And  also,  in  my  mind  this  connotes  the  whole 
issue  of  racism  around  music  —  when  you  go  all  over 
the  world  and  you  recognize  the  genius  of  our  music  and 
you  come  here  and  you  can’t  hear  it. 

For  me,  the  feeling,  “you  do  not  exist”  represents  the 
overriding  reality  of  racist  politics  today  in  the  United 
States.  The  attitude  became  obvious  in  recent  years 
when  Reagan,  in  a  debate  with  Jimmy  Carter,  said  that 
although  there  may  have  been  racism  when  he  was  a 
boy,  that  it  no  longer  exists.  I  don’t  want  to  spend  a  lot 
of  time  talking  about  Reagan,  we  could  all  probably 
agree  what  we  think  of  him,  but  as  feminists  building  a 
progressive  women’s  movement,  we  cannot  afford  to 
perpetuate  that  kind  of  thinking  by  being  isolated  from 
and  ignorant  of  the  total  picture,  especially  when  we  are 
leaving  out  our  women  allies.  We  must  reject  Reagan’s 
manner  of  thinking,  not  just  intellectually  but  from  our 

Continued  on  page  20 
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Boston  Self-Help  and  Mass.  Coalition  of  Citizens  with  Disabilities;  Adrienne  Aseh  (speaking  into 
microphone)  Women  and  Disabilities  Awareness  Project;  and  Anne  Finger,  Committee  to  Defend  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Rights  and  Solidarity:  A  Socialist-Feminist  Network. 


Friday  afternoon’s  panel  “Teenage  Sexuality  and  Reproductive  Freedom”  (from  left  to  right)  Nancy  Langer, 
GCN  writer,  sex  educator  and  member  of  Wimmin  for  Womyn;  Eleanor  Traywick,  New  York  Barnard  Abor¬ 
tion  and  Reproductive  Rights  Network  and  the  International  Socialist  Organization;  Valeria  Purnell,  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Defend  Reproductive  Rights;  and  Karen  Phillip  and  Kim  Battle  both  from  the  New  York  Theater 
Anti-Rape  Project. 


Conference 

Continued  from  page  15 
of  color  she  has  been  involved  with 
on  the  Sarah  Lawrence  campus, 
and  their  painful  run-ins  with  the 
predominantly  white  feminist 
organization  there. 

And  finally,  Frieda  Klein  gave  a 
comprehensive  speech  dealing 
with  issues  of  racism  within  the 
battered  women’s  shelter  move¬ 
ment.  (R2N2  has  plans  to  make 
copies  of  these  speeches  available 
within  the  next  few  months  for 
those  wishing  to  read  the  full 
texts.) 

Lesbian  Issues  at  the 
Conference 

Lesbian  issues  were  well  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  entire  con¬ 
ference.  Speakers  addressed  les¬ 
bian  concerns  on  each  of  the 
panels,  and  several  women  who 
have  been  active  in  the  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (LTF)  are  on  the  na¬ 
tional  R2N2  steering  committee. 

The  LTF  put  forth  a  proposal  to 
change  the  R2N2’s  Principle  of 
Unity  dealing  with  sexual 
preference.  Shawn  Towey  of  the 
Philadelphia  Reproductive  Rights 
Organization  (PRRO)  and  the 
LTF  told  the  conference,  “The 
Lesbian  Task  Force  felt  that  the 
wording  of  the  old  principles  of 
unity  that  dealt  with  sexual 
preference  was  vague  and  contain¬ 
ed  a  civil  libertarian  point  of  view. 
It  didn’t  reflect  the  progress  we’ve 
made  in  the  network  over  the  last 
few  years  and  the  analysis  we’ve 
developed  around  lesbian  libera¬ 
tion.  We  felt  the  whole  Principles 


of  Unity  could  use  a  re-write,  but 
up  dgainst  a  six-month  deadline  we 
focussed  on  this  one  [point]. 

The  old  principle  of  unity  reads: 
“We  support  each  person’s  right 
to  determine  his  or  her  own  per¬ 
sonal  and  sexual  relationships 
regardless  of  the  sex  of  the  people 
involved.  We  oppose  the  breaking 
up  of  families  by  the  state,  in  order 
to  punish  a  parent  for  her  sexual 
orientation  or  political  beliefs.  We 
support  the  struggle  for  legislation 
guaranteeing  civil  rights  for 
homosexuals.” 

The  new  proposal  reads  as 
follows:  “We  support  the  freedom 
for  any  woman  to  be  a  lesbian  and 
to  live  her  life  openly,  with  self- 
determination,  without  negative 
legal,  economic,  political  or  social 
consequences.  We  oppose  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  make  heterosexuality 
compulsory  including  heterosex¬ 
ism  —  the  idea  that  heterosexuali¬ 
ty  is  the  only  natural  or  superior 
form  of  sexuality.  We  believe  that 
lesbianism  is  a  positive  form  of 
sexuality  for  all  women.” 

Towey  explained  that  the  new 
principle  of  unity  was  a  shortened 
version  of  the  task  force’s  original 
proposal.  She  explained  that  in 
shortening  the  “proposal  [it] 
doesn’t  list  any  issues.  There  were 
a  couple  of  reasons  for  that.  We 
felt  we  couldn’t  put  out  only  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  issues  that  lesbians  were 
working  on... because  we  didn’t 
want  to  set  priorities  for  what  the 
network  should  be  doing.  We  felt 
that  the  principles  of  unity  should 
just  put  out  a  basic  analysis  and 


that  the  organization  and  the 
brochure  (on  lesbian  liberation) 
can  later  spell  out  the  kinds  of 
issues  people  should  work  on. 
Another  reason  was  we  felt  a  lot  of 
issues  were  covered  in  the  other 
Principles  of  Unity.  For  example, 
we  all  believe  that  any  woman 
should  be  able  to  decide  when  and 
whether  to  have  children.  And  we 
think  that  goes  for  lesbians,  too. 
We  don’t  think  it  is  necessary  to 
always  make  a  special  case  for  les¬ 
bians  —  a  separate  lesbian  demand 
—  that  implies  we  are  different 
from  all  other  women.  Since  a  lot 
of  lesbian  issues  are  issues  for  all 
women  —  particularly  single 
women  —  many  of  those  issues  are 
included  under  the  other  seven  or 
eight  points.” 

The  wording  from  the  LTF  was 
adopted,  but  not  without  discus¬ 
sion.  The  questions  and 
disagreements  raised  from  the 
floor  were  around  the  issue  of 
leaving  gay  men  out  of  this  ver¬ 
sion;  concern  for  whether  the 
word  “legal”  covered  civil  rights 
legislation;  and  hesitancy  to  in¬ 
clude  “We  believe  lesbianism  is  a 
positive  form  of  sexuality  for  all 
women.”  Some  women  proposed 
ending  it  after  the  word  “sexuali¬ 
ty,”  others  wanted  to  change 
“all”  to  “any.” 

While  concern  for  gay  men  was 
raised,  it  was  argued  by  Margie 
Fine  and  others  that  it  would  only 


make  sense  to  mention  men  in  this 
particular  instance  if  men  were 
mentioned  all  the  way  through  the 
principles  of  unity.  Since  the  other 
points  just  dealt  with  women,  this 
one  should  also. 

The  LTF  met  twice,  very  briefly, 
during  the  conference.  Andrea 
Cammarata,  from  PRRO,  was 
chosen  as  its  new  secretary.  The 
task  force  agreed  to  do  one  more 
re-write  of  the  lesbian  liberation 
pamphlet  before  sending  it  off  to 
the  printer,  as  it  was  felt  that  more 
needed  tc  be  included  about  les¬ 
bians  of  color.  The  LTF  can  be 
reached  c/o  the  National  R2N2  of- 

Conclusion 

The  R2N2  national  conference 
pointed  out  the  distance  we  have 
come  and  the  incredible  distance 
we  still  have  to  go  to  build  an 
organization  and  a  movement  in 
which  lesbians  and  heterosexuals, 
white  women  and  women  of  color 
can  work  together. 

Lesbian  issues  were  much  more 
integral  to  the  politics  of  the  net¬ 
work  this  year,  probably  due  to  the 
work  of  the  LTF  as  well  as  the  fact 
that  last  year’s  conference  focuss¬ 
ed  on  lesbian  liberation. 

With  the  formation  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  task  force  of  women  of  color, 
and  the  focus  of  this  year’s  con¬ 
ference  on  racism  and  building  an 
anti-racist  women’s  movement,  we 
can  expect,  or  at  least  hope  for,  a 


continued  growing  integration  and 
understanding  of  these  issues  over 
the  years  ahead. 

It  is  important  to  say  that  on 
these  issues,  racism,  homophobia, 
heterosexism  and  class  issues  as 
well,  the  network  started  off  in  a 
better  place,  with  better  politics, 
than  many  other  national  forma¬ 
tions.  And  there  is  recognition  of 
the  fact,  as  one  of  the  panelists  put 
it,  “that  we  have  further  to  go 
than  we  have  come.” 

One  last  comment:  the  network 
is  made  up  of  many  different  local 
and  national  groupings,  engaging 
in  various  forms  of  work, 
sometimes  with  quite  different 
political  analyses.  It  would  be 
another  healthy  step  forward  for 
the  network  if  some  of  the  political 
differences  within  it  could  be 
discussed  more  openly,  without 
fear  of  shattering  the  network’s 
working  unity.  For  those  new  to 
politics,  the  network  or  the  move¬ 
ment,  some  of  the  discussions  at 
the  conference  might  have  seemed 
a  bit  confusing. 

R2N2’s  national  steering  com¬ 
mittee  members  are:  Vienna  Car- 
roll,  R2N2  staff  person;  Karen 
Starr,  New  Hampshire  Feminist 
Women’s  Health  Center  in  Con¬ 
cord;  Maxine  Wolfe,  N.  Y.  Wim¬ 
min  for  Womyn;  Delores  Nolan, 
Black  Women’s  Health  Project; 
Sandra  Camacho,  N.  Y.  Carasa; 
Sherry  Katz,  L.A.  Carasa;  and 
Shawn  Towey,  PRRO. 

To  find  out  more  about  R2N2 
write:  Reproductive  Rights  Na¬ 
tional  Network,  17  Murray  St., 
New  York,  N.Y.,  10007;  (212) 
267-8891. 
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RE-ELECT 

rn  WYLIE 

Cambridge  City  Council 


What  do  rent  control,  MBTA  service  standards, 
zoning  protection  for  neigborhoods,  insistence  on 
alternatives  to  the  Electric  Company’s  substation 
plan,  and  Nuclear  Free  Cambridge  have  in  common? 

Each  requires  shedding  passivity,  and 
Not  letting  experts  decide  it  all. 

Each  prods  us  into  dialogue. 

Each  pits  our  individual  ballots  against 
Vested  interests  not  in  our  common  interest. 

At  the  least,  each  says,  democratically, 

“Here  is  a  solution. 

Join,  or  propose  an  alternative.” 

Thinking  (a  relatively  undeveloped  resource) 

Has  become  a  prerequisite  for  survival  as  well  as  for  solving 
our  urban  problems. 

Its  virtue  is  that  when  applied  to  serious  problems, 

It  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  leaving  things  as  they  are. 

That  is  why  progressive  politics  in  Cambridge  has  insisted 
upon  measured  change  from  year  to  year: 

The  school  revolution  of  the  '60s  —  still  underway, 

Rent  control  to  anchor  a  community, 

Zoning  protection  to  shield  the  neighborhoods, 

A  groundswell  against  the  substation,  and 
The  WYLIE  proposal  to  improve  “Service  Standards”  on 
the  MBTA 

Left  alone,  Cambridge  will  deal  with  its  problems. 

Would  that  Washington  might  do  as  much  with  our 
national  crises. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  1983  may  prove  our  watershed, 
rhe  year  after  which  things  never  appeared  so  simple 
But  after  which  solutions  were  produced,  because  each  of  us, 
and  each  of  our  cities, 

And  then  our  nation, 

Decided  to  become  building  blocks. 

Instead  of  so  many 
Split  atoms. 

To  sustain  these  thoughts  in  political  debates, 

And  to  realize  them  in  city  practices, 

DAVID  WYLIE  needs  your  NO.  1  vote  November  8. 
Endorsed  by: 

1983  Tenant’s  Convention  (Rent  Control  Coalition) 
Cambridge  Civic  Association 
Boston  NOW  Chapter  (Sentiments  of  Support) 
Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 

Jack  Martinelli  •  171  Auburn  St.  •  Cambridge  Paid  P.iliiical  Advcriiscmcm 


For  Cambridge  City  Council 


-HIGHLY  ENDORSED-  Cambridge  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Alliance 

-ENDORSED-  Massachusetts  Women’s  Political 
Caucus  PAQ  Cambridge  Civic  Association; 
Cambridge  Tenants'  Convention. 
-SENTIMENTS  OF  SUPPORT-  Boston  NOW 

Alice  Wolf  supports  non-discrimination  in 
employment  and  City  services  on  any  basis, 
including  Race,  Religion,  Sex,  Age,  Handicap,  or 
Sexual  Orientation. 

Paid  for  by  the  Alice  Wolf  Election  (Committee 

3  Ellery  Square  Cambridge  02138  492-2633 


Nancy  Wechsler  Nancy  Wechsler 
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High-Class  High  Drag 


Les  Ballet  Trockadero  de  Monte 
Carlo.  The  Opera  House, 

Boston,  October  19,  20,  21. 

By  Kenneth  Hale-  Wehmann 

From  an  early  age  I  had  fixated 
on  baseball  players’  breeches  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  boredom  of  having  to  sit 
through  games  with  my  father.  I 
like  the  way  their  cheeks  were 
lifted  and  separated.  The  basket 
was  less  satisfactory,  though:  just 
the  generic  swelling  of  a  jock  cup. 
Then  I  discovered  ballet  dancers 
on  the  educational  television  chan¬ 
nel.  Even  though  we  still  had  black 
and  white  and  our  reception 
wasn’t  very  good,  I  knew  then  that 
my  relationship  with  Pete  Rose’s 
buns  were  over. 

Ballet  gives  fetishists  a  field  day. 
At  first  I  focused  on  the  way  men’s 
penises  were  displayed.  Some 
dancers  seem  to  have  more  modes¬ 
ty  on  this  score  and  arrange  their 
business  in  a  discreet  parcel,  while 
others  obviously  strive  for  optimal 
impact.  As  my  tastes  grew  more  re¬ 
fined  1  branched  out  from  the 
crotch  to  take  in  the  over¬ 
developed  leg  muscles,  the  but¬ 
tocks  redefine  the  genre  and 
other  peculiarities  of  the  dancerly 
physique.  Just  as  much  attention 
seems  to  go  into  the  things  on  the 
dancer’s  body  as  into  the  body  it¬ 
self:  tights  and  leotards  that  accen¬ 
tuate  already  accentuated  body 
parts  and  the  mysterious  dance 
belt,  which  I  was  pleased  eventually 


to  find  out  was  usually  black  and 
sexy. 

Ballet  has  become  the  great 
romantic  profession,  its  practi¬ 
tioners  always  in  physical  pain  and 
mental  anguish  or  euphoria,  the 
self-inflicted  result  of  a  couple  of 
centuries’  increasing  stylization  of 
dress,  movement  and  performance 
practice.  Now  we  can  even  buy 
smart  posters  of  dirty  ballet  shoes 
and  torn  leg  warmers,  redolent  of 
the  sweat  of  martyrs  to  true  art. 
There’s  not  much  of  a  call  for  pret¬ 
ty  pictures  of  custodians’  dirty 
mops  or  typists’  used  ribbons,  pro¬ 
bably  because  they  don’t  look  as 
good  in  tights. 

Les  Ballets  Trockadero  de 
Monte  Carlo  is  a  company  of  ten 
men  who  undercut  ballet’s  in- 
grown  seriousness  and  they  do  it  in 
drag.  They  are  not  a  fringe  group 
of  the  gay  movement  like  the  Sis¬ 
ters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  but  a 
fairly  well-known  cadre  of  trained 
dancers  whose  sexuality  is  not 
discussed,  thank  you.  The  straight 
press  gives  them  a  lot  of  coverage 
as  they  travel  around  the  country 
and  the  world.  In  the  years  since 
they  were  formed  in  1975,  the 
Trocks  have  toured  Japan,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  South  America,  Mexico  and 
Europe.  They  gave  three  per¬ 
formances  in  Boston  recently, 
followed  by  three  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

What  P.D.Q.  Bach  does  for 
music,  the  Trockadero  do  for 
dance.  Their  renditions  of  well- 
known  classics,  along  with  original 
compositions  in  familiar  styles,  are 
brilliant  parodies  that  ultimately 
give  the  audience  more  of  an  ap¬ 
preciation  of  “straight”  dance. 
One  ballerino  was  overcome  by 
self-congratulation  after  she  com¬ 
pleted  a  particularly  difficult 
phrase,  while  another  found  her¬ 


self  out  of  synch  with  the  music 
and  had  to  shuffle  to  catch  up.  In 
“The  Dying  Swan,”  Ludmila 
Beaulemove  (the  stage  name  of 
Lance  Marcone)  danced  en  pointe 
in  custom-made  toe  shoes  while 
feathers  wafted  out  of  her  tutu. 
Subtly  bungled  steps  litter  the 
dances  and  keep  the  audience 
laughing. 


The  Trocks’  jabs  at  particular 
styles  are  not  always  as  successful 
as  their  pratfalls,  partly  because  of 
a  tendency  to  indulge  in  rather 
broad  lampoon.  “Spring 
Waters,”  a  take-off  on  the 
acrobatics  of  Soviet  dance  in  the 
’60s,  was  funniest  when  it  left  off 
hurly-burly  for  more  restrained 
parody.  From  the  ballerinos’ 
severe  buns  (of  hair,  I  mean)  to  the 
hilarious  stage  names  and  program 
notes  (Sonia  Leftova’s  “fiery  at¬ 
tack  compined  with  lyric  som¬ 
nolence  produces  confusion  in  au¬ 
diences  the  world  over,  especially 
when  applied  to  ballet.”),  seeing 


the  Trocks  is  enough  to  make  me 
say,  “Pete  Rose  who?” 

Les  Ballets  Trockadero  came  to 
St.  Louis,  where  I  grew  up,  a  few 
years  ago.  1  was  16  at  the  time,  a 
confirmed  queer,  and  I  can  re¬ 
member  thinking  how  odd  it  was 
that  none  of  the  newspapers  carry¬ 


ing  stories  about  the  Trocks  com¬ 
mented  on  how  extraordinary  it 
was  to  have  a  drag  ballet  company 
in  town.  I  was  quite  a  culture 
vulture  and  I  had  certainly  not 
heard  of  such  a  thing  before.  But 
the  features-writers  turned  a  few 
cute  phrases  and  mentioned  hairy- 
chested  ballerinas  and  left  it  at 
that.  Neither  do  the  Trocks  give  a 


rationale  for  their  drag,  at  least 
not  in  their  publicity  material.  But 
the  fact  is  that  in  places  like  St. 
Louis,  the  Trocks  constitute  the 
first  and  last  drag  show  many  in 
the  audience  will  see.  At  the  Opera 
House  in  Boston,  the  crowd  in¬ 
cluded  about  equal  numbers  of 
gay  men  and  the  heterophile  opera 
set.  You  would  find  almost  none 
of  the  latter  (and  a  few  of  the 
former,  actually,  possessed  as  they 
seemed  to  be  of  money  and  good 
taste)  at  a  drag  bar  like  the  Green 
Apple  on  Route  1  north  of  Boston, 
but  here  they  were  out  in  force  to 
see  men  dressed  as  women.  The 
Trocks,  it  seems,  are  OK  for  the 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (and  Mr.  and  Mr.) 
because  they  belong  to  “legit¬ 
imate”  high  art  (only  slightly 
sullied  by  this  travesty)  and  be¬ 
cause  ballet  dancers  (the  argument 
goes)  are  all  fags  anyway. 

The  program  1  saw  opened  with 
Act  II  of  Giselle,  a  fable  of  arch¬ 
etypal  misogyny.  Giselle  retells  the 
story  of  the  Wilis,  women  who  die 
shortly  before  their  appointed 
wedding  day  and  then  rise  from 
their  graves  at  night  to  force  men 
to  dance  themselves  to  death.  This 
is  ripe  ground  for  exposing  male 
fears  of  “killer  cunts”  and  such 
and  could  be  especially  rich  in  im¬ 
plications  when  performed  in 
drag.  But  it  remains  nebulous 
whether  the  Trocks  have  any 
desire  to  explore  such  implica¬ 
tions,  or  are  content  simply  to 
keep  their  audiences  chuckling  all 
the  way  home. 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 


•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 

All  the  little  turkeys  at  GCN  are  going  home  early 
on  Thanksgiving  week,  so  the  Advertising  deadline 
for  Issue  20  (week  of  21st)  will  be  Friday, 
November  18th  at  high  noon.  Be  there,  or  be 
square. 


The  Trocks,  it  seems,  are  OK  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (and  Mr.  and  Mr.) 
because  they  belong  to 
“legitimate”  high  art...  and 
because  ballet  dancers  (the  argu¬ 
ment  goes)  are  all  fags  anyway. 


The  fact  is  that  in  places  like  St. 
Louis,  the  Trocks  constitute  the 
first  and  last  drag  show  many  in  the 
audience  will  see. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.(  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 
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13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


Catch  Hold  of  a  Lifeline 


Holly  Near  and  Ronnie  Gilbert  (of  the 
Weavers)  together!  The  live  album  that 
captures  the  warmth,  power,  and  excitement 
of  their  historic  performances. 


Available  at: 


Celebrate  the  Spirit  of  a  Decade 
with  Journeys 


A  retrospective  of  1 2  favorites  from  Holly's 
first  6  albums— 10  years  of  music  that  celebrates 
life.  love,  and  visions  for  a  better  world  A 
great  way  to  introduce  Holly  to  a 
friend  .  and  fuel  for  the 
long  distance  traveler. 


Glad  Day,  all  Strawberries  (Boston,  MA);  Cheapo,  Discount,  Harvard 
Coop,  New  Words  (Cambridge,  MA);  Musicsmith  (Brookline,  Orleans, 
Hyannis,  MA);  Mr.  Music  (Allston,  MA);  Glass  Sailboat  (Gloucester, 
MA);  Amherst  Record  Shop  (Amherst,  MA);  Platterpus,  Womonfyre 
(Northampton,  MA);  all  DeOrsey's  (ME);  New  Leaf  (Rockport,  lyiE); 
Women’s  Words  (Contoocook,  NH);  Bloodroot  (Bridgeport,  CT); 
Rhymes  Records  (New  Haven,  CT);  Dorrwar  (Providence,  Rl). 

Women’s  Music  Distribution  Co.,  P.O.  Box  85,  Cambridge,  MA  02140 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell .  .  . 


. .  .but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 


— 
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A  Piece  of  Gay  History  Can  Be  Yours! 

Gay  Community  News  has  provided  stimulating  weekly  coverage  of  politics 
and  culture  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  since  1973. 

Subscribe  now  and  get  our  special  Tenth  Birthday  Party  Program  free! 

This  eight-page  tabloid  containing  ten  years  of  GCN  history  in  words  and 
pictures  is  available  as  a  subscription  premium  while  our  supply  lasts. 


□  Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  get  a  Tenth  Birthday  program. 

□  One  year  (50)  issues  $25.00 

□  New  □  Renewal 

Send  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremom 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

Name _ _ 

Address _ 

City/State/ZIP _ 

I  I’d  like  to  donate  $ _ toward  a  free  subscription  foi 

a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign,  in 
eluding  Canada.  AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service  S  S 

A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men  g  5  § 

and  lesbian  women  since  1971  °Q 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Coming  Out  is  a  Process 
to  yourself.  .  .with  your  family. .  . 
at  work.  .  .and  it  doesn't  always 
go  smoothly. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383^  —8- 

offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


f  Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  ^ 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  423-4235 

V  2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA _ J 


LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  bar  *  bath  *  bookstore  * 
dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer  *  hotel  * 
lawyer  *  publication  *  social  group  * 
switchboard  *  synagogue  *  travel  agent  * 
merest  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other 
bua..«ss  or  organization  speciakziog  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  need: 

GAYELLOW 

PAGES 

NATIONAL  EDITION:  USA  &  CANADA  (10: 
outside  N.  America  (12. 

NEW  V0HK/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 
(3.50;  outside  N.  America  (4:50. 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine. 
Maryland.  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire 
Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont. 
W.  Virginia.  (3.50:  outside  N.  America 
(4.50 


Mum  nhh.  ew  leziT  nkfi  mew.  uwr-tw*. 

NT  wtu  All  boots  mm  memny  o,  ks  dm  mal;  your 
mm*  &  address  Ud  stnetty  confKtonti*  16  test  a  tNJsmass 
or  organuabon.  sand  stamped  self-addressed  busmass-suc 
envelope. 

Omng  to  vary  high  bonk  chorgos  tor  tonogn  coAocwom.  af 
paynmts  from  outstdo  ttm  USA  must  bo  m  US  hinds,  by 
tost  Oft c$  Monty  Ordor  In  Canada.  GAYELL0W  PAGES  is 
from  Gltd  Day  Books.  64SA  Yongt  St..  Toronto. 
Qntano  M4Y  2A6 


Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 


Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  lor  More  Info:  628-9043 

Sliding  Scale  1  ncalcd  in  Somerville 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


FOCUS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  consul¬ 
tation  for 
women  and 
their  friends, 
inc. 

short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups, 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted. 

Inman  Sq.,  Cam¬ 
bridge 
tel.  876-4488 


XANADU 
GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Phototypesetting 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/corporation 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 


426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


i»if 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group 


The  focus  of  this  group  is  intimacy  — a  source  of  conflict  for 
many  gay  men.  The  group  will  explore  the  difficulties  in 
establishing  closeness  with  lovers  and/or  friends.  Through 
interaction  in  the  group,  members  can  implement  new, 
healthier  ways  of  meeting  one's  intimacy  needs. 

Insurance  accepted  •  Group  starts  mid-October 


contact  Jim  Fishman,  LlCSW 


at  262-7633 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street.  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem  focused  therapy 
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Minimalist  Heartaches 


Smaller  Heartaches  by  Frank 
Pike.  Directed  by  Kevin  Lambert. 
With  Ingrid  Morris,  Tim  Hendrix - 
son,  Kevin  Lambert,  Karen 
Krueger.  Presented  by  The 
Triangle  Theater  Company  at 
Spectator  Arts  Theater,  811 
Boy  1st  on  St.,  Boston.  Playing 
through  November  5th.  For  infor¬ 
mation  and  reservations  call 
482-0897. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Triangle  Theater  is  beginning  its 
fifth  season  with  Frank  Pike’s 
comedy  Smaller  Heartaches.  In 
the  past  13  years  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  been  experimenting  and 


finding  new  ways  to  express  their 
lives  and  feelings  theatrically.  All 
of  the  usual  forms  have  been  tried 
—  the  revue  (Lovers),  the  musical 
(Boy  Meets  Boy),  agit-prop  (Street 


Theater),  mannered  comedy  (A 
Perfect  Relationship),  political 
comedy  (T-Shirts)  —  some  work¬ 
ing  more  successfully  than  others, 
but  all  having  their  pluses  and 
minuses.  Smaller  Heartaches  is 
structured  as  an  impressionistic 
comedy:  short,  quick  scenes  piled 
on  top  of  one  another,  creating  an 
atmosphere  and  creating  character 
through  indirect  rather  than  linear 
narrative.  And  while  playwright 
Pike  has  considerable  concerns  in 
mind,  his  form  seems  at  times  not 
to  support  the  content. 

Smaller  Heartaches  concerns 
four  recent  college  graduates  and 
their  summer  of  discontent.  Andy 


(Kevin  Lambert)  has  always 
known  that  he  was  gay  but  has 
just  come  to  admit  it  to  himself 
and  his  family.  His  best  friend 
Dennis  (Tim  Hendrixson)  is 


straight  but  would  rather  live  on  a 
continuous  junk-food  binge  than 
deal  with  his  emotions.  His  lover 
Rachel  (Ingrid  Morris)  has  decid¬ 
ed  that  the  only  good  feminist  is  a 
lesbian-feminist  so  she  is  going  to 
move  into  a  lesbian  commune. 
Her  best  friend  Lily  (Karen 
Krueger)  is  a  lesbian  who  has  been 

disowned  by  her  family  and  is  go¬ 
ing  to  join  her  lover  in  England  at 
the  end  of  the  summer.  Nothing 
much  happens  during  the  play 
(that’s  not  the  problem:  nothing 
much  happens  in  Long  Day’s 
Journey  Into  Night  either),  but 
the  characters  do  begin  to  see  their 
lives,  loves  and  desires  more  clearly. 

While  watching  the  play  you 
can  see  that  playwright  Pike  has 
purposely  avoided  the  big  scenes, 
the  blinding  epiphanies,  the  Sturm 
und  Drang  of  theatrically  “great” 
moments.  He  is  more  concerned 
with  the  quiet  moments,  the  half- 
spoken  interchanges  that  contain 
more  emotion  than  the  eloquent 
outburst. 

The  “smaller  heartaches,”  as  it 
were,  rather  than  the  dramatic 
moment.  And  that  is  fine.  Most 
lives  are  composed  more  of 
smaller  heartaches  than  of  grand 
drama.  The  problem  with  Smaller 
Heartaches  is  that  the  drama  has 
been  so  minimalized,  so  honed 


down  to  suggested  nuance  that  we 
are  often  unable  to  hear  it.  While 
most  playwrights  tend  to  over¬ 
write  everything.  Pike  has  under¬ 


written.  Following  the  golden  rule 
of  playwriting,  “show  ’em,  don’t 
tell  ’em,”  he  has  created  scenes 
that  are  intended  to  be  evocative 
rather  than  explanatory,  sug¬ 
gestive  rather  than  declamatory. 
The  trouble  is  that  as  hard  as  we 
might  listen,  there  always  seems  to 
be  less  here  than  meets  the  ear. 

There  are  moments  that  strike 
at  a  deep  vein  of  humor:  Andy’s 
parents  always  calling  into  the 
basement  whenever  they  don’t 
hear  their  son  and  Dennis  speak¬ 
ing  loudly;  Andy  talking  too  much 
as  he  and  Lily  walk  through  the 
art  museum;  Rachel  and  Lily 
discussing  their  relationship  and 
Rachel  realizing  that  Lily  wants  to 
be  just  friends,  not  lovers.  The 


two  best  scenes,  however,  occur 
when  Pike  gives  up  on  his  low  key 
naturalism  and  scrambles  time 
and  character.  In  the  first,  all  four 


characters  talk  on  the  phone  to 
one  another,  the  cross-cutting 
babble  all  forming  a  coherent  aura 
of  sense;  in  the  second,  Dennis 
and  Andy  both  try  to  pick  up 
strangers  in  their  respective  cruis¬ 
ing  bars,  the  result  a  funny  parody 
of  “Mr.  Goodbar”  talk  and  a 
touching  revelation  of  how  the 
characters  really  feel. 

Smaller  Heartaches  is  a  delicate 
play  and  in  other  circumstances  ! 
would  be  prone  to  think  that  any 
lack  of  effectiveness  was  due  to  a 
faulty  presentation.  The  Triangle 
Theater  presentation,  however,  is 
quite  good.  All  four  actors  bring 
as  much  to  their  characters  as  the 
writing  seems  able  to  hold.  Karen 
Krueger  is  especially  good  as  the 
perceptive  and  knowing  Lily.  The 
play  is  swiftly  and  economically 
directed  by  Kevin  Lambert,  who  is 
able  to  conjure  up  scenes  and 
emotions  on  an  almost  barren 
stage.  Because  of  the  thin 
material,  Smaller  Heartaches  must 
have  been  a  challenge  both  to  play 
and  direct.  The  four  actors  and 
the  director  must  be  credited  with 
bringing  more  to  the  play  and  the 
audience  than  the  script  carries  on 
its  own.  While  trying  to  be 
minimalist.  Smaller  Heartaches 
ends  up  being  minimal,  its  saving 
graces  are  some  precise  and  lovely 
acting  and  perceptive  direction 
that  breathe  some  life  into  a 
smaller-than-life  play. 


gay  community  news 

TYPESETTING 

Services 


•  resumes 

•  letterhead 

•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  C.AY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


The  “smaller  heartaches,”  as  it 
were,  rather  than  the  dramatic  mo¬ 
ment.  And  that  is  fine.  Most  lives 
are  composed  more  of  smaller 
heartaches  than  of  grand  drama. 


While  trying  to  be  minimalist, 
Smaller  Heartaches  ends  up  being 
minimal;  its  saving  graces  are  some 
precise  and  lovely  acting  and  per¬ 
ceptive  direction  that  breathes  some 
life  into  a  smaller-than-life  play. 


tri-an-ta-fil-lou  \,  tre-an-t9-’fe-lii\w  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION 
i  syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 

'  boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


healthy  teeth  . 

they're  a  team  effort . 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


"Less  than  do  it  yourself  prices." 

FRAMINGS-  POSTERS 

Stretching  •  Blocking 
Lithographs  •  Silkscreen 

You  will  find  a  large  selection  ot 
posters  in  our  store  of  special 
interest  to  the  readers  of  GCN 

CHATEAU  DES  ARTS 

694  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
731-5555 


MCfVISA 


Q 

Beacon/Washington 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY  «  §\N 

M 

*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Special  Introductory  Offer  on  Personalized  Holiday  Cards 

Petunia 
Productions 


photography  & 
graphic  design 


7 

Ellen  Grabiner 
Susan  Fleischmann 

_ 


for  our  community 


•  brochures 

•  cards 
• poster 


492-0091 


SUBSCRIBE 

to 

GCN 


&heafi 


Of) 


CAREER 

RESUME 


•  $15  and  up,  24-hour 
service 

•  Tailored  to  highlight 
marketable  skills  & 
strengths 

•  Full  service — Campaign 
package 

•  Saturday  &  Evening  hours 

CAREER  RESUME 
At  Downtown  Crossing 

77  Summer  St.,  Boston 
423-5554 

10%  off  with  this  ad. 


X 


Robert 
D  argon-. 

825-7600 


C 


TL 
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PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 
IMPLICATE 

Transformation  Through 
NEW  PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY  AS 
THERAPY 

MARION  B.  CASE,  PH  D. 

BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 

ACCEPTED 

(617)  563-0660 
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core.  And  we  must  do  so  because  it 
is  morally  bankrupt  and  because 
we  truly  understand  that  the  fun¬ 
damental  element  of  manipulation 
and  control  over  us  as  women 
comes  from  the  same  hierarchical 
construct  that  gives  whites  the 
right  to  oppress  people  of  color, 
the  rich  the  right  to  determine  the 
plight  of  the  poor  and  gives  the 
owners  of  the  means  of  production 
the  right  to  benefit  over  those  who 
actually  produce  and  create  the 
wealth.  To  continue  their  control, 
those  in  power  must  perpetuate  the 
segmentation  of  society  and  keep 
us  from  seeing  our  commonalities 
as  women.  This  white,  male- 
dominated  power  elite  (to  keep 
from  saying  the  patriarchy)  would 
keep  us  thinking  that  white  is 
clean,  honest,  right,  prosperous, 
intelligent,  civilized  —  and  some 
of  us  believe  it,  even  after  Hitler, 


Jim  Crow  and  Reagan.  The  same 
propaganda  is  used  to  make  us 
think  that  black  is  dirty,  dishonest, 
wrong,  failing,  ignorant  and 
savage  by  contrast.  A  black  kid 
could  be  murdered  right  outside  of 
Barnard  College  by  the  police 
tonight  and  as  far  as  a  majority  of 
the  white  population  is  concerned, 
it  is  another  mugger,  thug,  thief 
that’s  dead. 

There  are  those  who  in  their  dai¬ 
ly  life  hold  on  to  these  racist  im¬ 
ages.  1  think  recently  this  year, 
when  Harold  Washington  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Chicago  and 
black  people  here  on  the  subways 
were  smiling  and  kind  of  holding 
up  the  newspaper  at  a  certain  level 
because  he  got  over,  he  won. 
There  were  a  lot  of  insults  in  the 
paper  every  day.  And  no  matter 
whether  you  followed  the  cam¬ 
paign  struggle,  right  and  left, 
black  people  knew  there  was  a 


black  man  running  and  a  white 
man  insulting  him  on  a  regular 
basis.  I  was  smiling  and  happy  as 
the  rest,  and  one  woman  said  in 
the  paper,  “I  didn’t  just  vote  for 
him,  I  voted  for  200  years  of 
racism.”  As  soon  as  I  went  in  to 
talk  to  my  local  white  feminist,  1 
was  talking  about  the  election  and 
smiling,  the  first  thing  she  said  to 
me  was,  “But  Rose,  he’s  a  crook.” 
And  1  thought  that  that  was  truly 
laughable  after  Mayor  Daley;  I 
had  thought  that  that  was  a  re¬ 
quirement  for  the  job.  You  see 
how  easily  it  came  to  her  mind 
when  a  black  man  came  into  that 
position. 

But  from  the  opposite  perspec¬ 
tive,  I  wonder  how  many  feminists 
would  have  criticized  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor  for  being  anti-bussing  if 
she  had  been  pro-abortion,  or 
would  have  said,  “Bussing  is  a  dy¬ 
ing  issue  anyway.” 


But  let  us  leave  establishment 
politics  and  step  into  a  movement 
that  is  at  least  attempting  to  raise 
issues  that  challenge  the 
superstructure.  I’m  talking  about 
the  women’s  movement.  What  is 
the  reality  of  race  relations  here? 

The  reality  to  me  is  that  the  same 
problems  exist,  but  are  better 
masked  today.  But  the  message  is 
the  same:  “you  do  not  exist.” 
Working  in  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions,  I  have  witnessed  a  lot  of  the 
frustrations  that  I  am  sure  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  women  of  color  here 
have  experienced.  Beginning  with 
the  assumption  that  the  women’s 
movement  is  a  white  women’s 
movement,  that  feminism  can  be 
changed  to  fit  any  white  women’s 
fancy,  no  matter  how  ignorant  she 
is  to  the  diversity  of  women;  while 
women  of  color,  whose  very  level 
of  existence  shows  her  to  be  a 
strong,  woman-identified-woman. 
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The  true  story  of  one  man  who  made  a  difference. 
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is  criticized  for  not  naming  herself 
a  feminist.  1  must  listen  to  the 
point  of  view  that  women  of  color 
cannot  care  about,  are  not  aware 
of  themselves  as  women,  are  too 
attached  to  their  men,  do  not  join 
white  organizations  because  we  are 
not  politically  sophisticated,  or  are 
too  oppressed  to  come  to 
meetings.  These  things  are  simply 
untrue. 

One  simply  has  to  look  to  the 
civil  rights  movement  of  the  six¬ 
ties,  as  well  as  the  organizations 
here  involved  in  liberation  strug¬ 
gles  in  Latin  America  or  the  Carib¬ 
bean,  to  know  the  high  level  of 
political  development  of  women  of 
color  in  the  population.  These 
women  are  not  only  politically 
astute  and  informed  about  inter¬ 
national  issues,  but  they  know 
very  well  the  power  struggles  of 
dealing  with  male  supremacy  in  the 
society  at  large  and  in  their  own  or¬ 
ganizations  in  some  of  its  basest 
forms. 

Women  of  color  know  the  dis¬ 
appointment  of  waging  a  political 
war  in  this  country  alongside  men 
who  betrayed  them  and  are  un¬ 
willing  to  share  the  power.  But 
they  also  know  the  harsh  history  of 
racism  in  this  country  through  and 
through,  and  the  battle  that  must 
be  waged  in  white  women’s 
organizations  when  one  is 
swallowed  up  by  the  sheer 
numbers,  even  if  there  are  some 
who  articulate  and  attempt  to 
maintain  an  anti-racist  program 
and  posture.  In  these  organiza¬ 
tions,  women  of  color  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  puritanical,  sectarian 
approach  to  what  is  politically  cor¬ 
rect  by  white  women.  We  are 
mocked  by  women  of  color  for 
participating  in  a  predominantly 
white  women’s  organization  and 
worn  down  by  the  battle  with 
white  women  in  these  organiza¬ 
tions  to  actively  deal  with  issues  of 
racism  other  than  once  a  year  in  a 
publication  which  we  are  expected 
to  be  personally  grateful  for  and 
responsible  for  putting  out.  We 
are  asked,  when  bringing  up  racial 
issues,  “Is  that  all  you  ever  think 
about?  ”  We  as  women  of  color  are 
subjected  to  white  women  who  feel 
that  we  get  too  much  attention  as 
oppressed  women  and  we  want  all 
the  attention  of  all  the  oppressed 
people  bestowed  on  us.  In  other 
words,  we  think  we  are  the  only 
ones  that  suffer. 

Thus,  to  me  the  problem  of 
working  in  white  women’s  organi¬ 
zations  is  one  of  who  is  going  to 
determine  the  policies,  implement 
structures,  contribute  any 
resources  —  in  short,  who  will 
have  the  power?  There  is  only  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  to  go  around  and  white 
women  in  my  experience  have  too 
often  been  reluctant  to  relinquish 
it  in  the  decision  making  and  in  the 
portioning  out  of  the  time.  There 
seems  to  be  more  focus  on  in¬ 
dividual  recognition  than  in  the 
importance  and  defining  of  our 
goals  in  a  women’s  movement. 

After  writing  this,  I  said,  “So  if 
I  feel  all  of  this,  why  do  I  come 
here  to  talk  in  the  first  place?” 
This,  to  me,  is  a  rare  opportunity 
to  say  some  of  the  things  that  the 
isolated  women  of  color  in  your 
groups  and  in  other  groups  are 
tired  of  trying  to  point  out  and 


Keep  GLENN  S.  KOOCHER 

on  the  Cambridge  School  Committee  1 

Paid  Political  Ad\ ori ivjmcni 


Since  1974  no  other  public  official  in  Cambridge  can  match 
Glenn  Koocher’s  record  as  an  advocate  in  civil  rights,  human 
rights,  and  privacy  rights  issues. 

•  He  wrote  the  first  handbook  for  gay  teachers  in 
Massachusetts  (1977) 

•  He  wrote  and  sponsored  the  present  School  Department 
policies  banning  academic  or  employment  discrimination 
based  on  lifestyle,  sexual  preference,  or  sexual  persua¬ 
sion  (1977) 

•  He  successfully  created  the  School  Department  policies 
permitting  and  encouraging  classroom  topics  in  sex 
education,  gay  issues,  and  lifestyles  (1974) 


Rose  Morgan 
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need  to  hear  restated  to  help  them 
keep  their  sanity  about  the  things 
that  actually  do  go  on.  This  is  an 
opportunity  to  express  to  those 
women  of  color  who  keep  on  keep¬ 
ing  on  in  such  organizations  in  an 
effort  to  get  the  word  out  where 
they  can.  And  this  is  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  acknowledge  those  women  of 
color,  however  few,  who  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  to  work  ex¬ 
clusively  with  women  of  color, 
who  refuse  to  work  in  other 
organizations  which  subject  them 
to  male  domination  and  abuse. 
This  is  an  opportunity  to  also  sup¬ 
port  the  white  women  who  some¬ 
times  feel  equally  alienated  and 
drained  from  raising  the  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  racism  and  trying  to 
structure  creative  ways  of  fighting 
it  in  a  society  which  is  currently 
tightening  its  grasp  on  racism  as  a 
political  tool.  I  think  that  that  is 
important  to  remember. 

I  also  think  it  is  time  to  render 
some  comments  and  critiques  of 
women  of  color  at  the  same  time.  I 
feel  that  in  addition  to  some  of  the 
problems  I  have  sketched  of  white 
women’s  irresponsibility  of  not 
having  developed  a  broader  scope 
and  sensitivity,  that  women  of  col¬ 
or  must  take  more  responsibility  in 
voicing  a  strategy  and  analysis  of 
women’s  politics. 

It  is  apparent  to  me  that  most 
white  women  feel  that  if  v  e,  as 
women  of  color,  want  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  feminist  politics,  that  we 
should  join  their  organizations. 
However,  it  is  equally  apparent  to 
me  that  by  and  large  women  of  col¬ 
or  do  not  agree  that  joining 
organizations  that  are 
predominently  white  in  number, 
even  if  their  line  is  progressive,  is 
the  best  use  of  our  energy.  This  is 
an  issue  that  needs  to  be  debated 
among  women  of  color  and 
debated  with  integrity  and  hones¬ 
ty.  Should  we  only  come  together 
with  white  women  under  condi¬ 
tions  when  we  will  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  women  of  color  in  our  own 
organizations?  Should  we  serve  in¬ 
stead  on  advisory  committees  for 
white  women’s  organizations  to 
help  them  in  directing  their  inter¬ 
nal  and  external  programs,  to 
educate  and  challenge  about 
racism?  Should  we  have  groups  of 
women  of  color  within  the  larger 
group?  Is  that  really  so  divisive? 

I  know  that  I  have  felt  in  the 
past  my  energy  being  totally  drain¬ 
ed  working  in  predominantly 
white  political  organizations.  I 
have  found  that  the  only  way  that  I 
personally  can  support  the  strain 
and  demands  of  being  in  such  a 
group  or  organization  is  when  I  am 
in  a  small  group  where,  preferably, 
women  of  color  are  in  the  majority 
or  at  least  in  large  numbers.  This, 
by  the  way,  is  also  a  magnificent 
opportunity  for  white  women  to 
grow,  these  types  of  groups.  I  also 
feel  that  much  of  the  time  we  as 
women  of  color  put  into  organiza¬ 
tions  which  are  predominantly 
white  could  be  more  successfuly 
used  in  creating  and  developing 
progressive  organizations  of 
women  of  color.  I  feel  that  there 
are  enough  women  of  color  who 
have  the  energy,  commitment,  ex¬ 
pertise  to  meet  that  challenge.  I  am 
not  talking  about  a  separate  move¬ 
ment,  I  am  talking  about  a  fuller 
movement.  A  movement  which 
speaks  to  the  needs  of  our  popula¬ 
tion  of  women  of  color  as  well. 

It  is  imperative,  from  my  point 
of  view,  that  women  of  color  take 
more  responsibility  for  raising 
political  issues  in  Colorful  Com¬ 
munities  as  feminists;  difficult 
issues  such  as  wife  beating,  abor¬ 
tion,  lesbianism;  all  of  which  have 
been  discussed  tonight.  I  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  women  of  color 
politics  right  here  in  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty  where  women  of  color  take  a 
progressive  point  of  view  on  these 
issues  in  predominantly  white 
organizations,  but  are  afraid  or 
lack  the  integrity  to  articulate  a 
progressive  feminist  viewpoint  in 
Third-World  communities  on  the 
same  issues.  I  participated  in  a 
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Third-World  women’s  organiza¬ 
tion  where  the  leadership  refused 
to  allow  a  full-fledged  discussion 
of  lesbianism,  almost  allowing  the 
question  to  destroy  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  1  as  a  lesbian  had  to  continue 
in  that  Third-World  women’s 
organization  despite  their  attempts 
to  force  me  out.  I  had  to  fight 
every  day  to  not  give  up  on  work¬ 
ing  in  the  Third-World  communi¬ 
ty,  as  they  would  have  had  me  do 
and  lose  my  energy. 

As  Third-World  women  we 
must  speak  to  those  issues  which 
are  most  oppressive  to  the  women 
in  our  community.  By  failing  to  do 
so  we  willfully  diminish  the 
numbers  of  women  of  color  who 
are  prepared  to  do  political  work. 
We  have  stressed  to  white  women 
that  we  will  not  accept  a  women’s 
movement  that  only  addresses 
white  middle-class  issues  and  ex¬ 
cludes  racism.  Neither  can  we  be 
guilty  of  denying  the  struggles  of 
our  own  sisters  of  color  because  we 
feel  shame  in  their  being  beaten,  or 
are  reluctant  to  share  their  feelings 
on  abortion  or  lesbianism  because 
we  don’t  want  to  challenge  the 
male  supremacy  in  our  own  think¬ 
ing.  We  prefer  to  argue  with  white 
women  about  their  racism  while 
publicly  stoning  our  lesbian  sisters 
and  allowing  battered  women  to 
maintain  the  painful  psychological 
isolation  that  perpetuates  their 
problem;  or  continuing  to  foster 
the  line  that  abortion  is  genocide, 
leaving  women  of  color  with  either 
the  guilt  of  the  abortion  or  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  being  a  child  and  trying  to 
raise  one  at  the  same  time. 

We  as  political  activists  who 
have  named  ourselves  feminists 
cannot  allow  these  painful  divi¬ 
sions  and  distortions  to  exist  in  our 
movement.  They  exacerbate  an 
already  harsh  reality  of  racism  and 
sexism  in  society.  And  I  might  add 
that  these  same  issues  come  out  in 
white  women’s  communities  and 
are  often  dealt  with  or  not  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner.  It  is  the 
same  sexist,  heterosexist  upper- 
class  point  of  view  that  the  power 
structure  disseminates  to  en¬ 
courage  our  divisions.  As  long  as  I 
don’t  know  your  life  as  a  woman,  I 
am  weak  and  do  not  have  the  in¬ 
formation  or  expertise  to  analyse 
and  strategize  and  eventually 
defeat  the  white,  male-dominated 
power  structure.  Unable  to  see  our 
commonalities  as  women,  I  cannot 
see  the  potential  of  our  collective 
strength  because  I  am  ignorant  of 
the  depth  and  breadth  of  our 
struggle. 

To  bring  about  the  dawning  of  a 
progressive  women’s  movement, 
we  have  to  define  what  that  means. 

I  am  talking  about  an  anti-sexist, 
anti-racist,  multi-racial,  interna¬ 
tional,  anti-ageist,  anti-elitist, 
anti-poverty,  anti-class  women’s 
movement.  One  that  continues  to 
recognize  and  fight  anti-Semitism, 
one  that  fights  for  access  and 
visibility  for  disabled  persons,  one 
that  supports  and  encourages  a 
woman’s  right  to  love  women  fully 
and  freely.  A  women’s  movement 
that  reinforces  in  us  the  collective 
power  to  control  our  bodies  and 
our  lives. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  say 
that  there  are  many  creative  ways 
to  approach  these  issues,  many  of 
which  I  understand  have  taken 
place  in  the  conference  this 
weekend.  I  commend  the  R2N2 
for  the  work  it  has  done  and  also 
for  sponsoring  this  major  plenary 
this  evening  to  discuss  these  issues. 

I  would  also  concur  with  Frieda 
Klein  [another  panelist]  in  talking 
about  some  of  the  tactics  of  the 
National  Coalition  Against 
Domestic  Violence,  whose 
workers  have  been  very  creative  in 
dealing  with  this  problem.  Frieda 
already  mentioned  some  of  the 
work  that  has  been  done,  but  I 
think  one  or  two  other  things 
might  need  mentioning.  Last  year 
I  attended  their  national  con¬ 
ference  and  I  was  impressed 
because  the  first  day  of  the  con¬ 
ference  they  held  a  woman  of  color 
institute.  That  meant  that  women 


of  color  came  in  a  day  early  and 
didn’t  have  to  pull  themselves  out 
of  other  meetings  in  order  to  meet, 
but  a  full  day  ahead  an  event  was 
sponsored  for  us.  We  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  talk  and  strategize 
and  get  together  ‘without  feeling 
guilty  that  we  were  denying  or  we 
weren’t  taking  time  with  the  white 
women  we  knew,  or  had  come 
with.  Sometimes  I  think  white 
women  don’t  realize  the  guilt  that 
we  experience  in  taking  time  to 
ourselves  with  women  of  color  to 
work  through  our  own  issues.  I’ve 
been  to  so  many  conferences 
where  we  sit  and  we  feel  like  we 
can’t  leave  our  group,  we  came 
here  with  them,  but  also  feel  really 
hungry  to  talk  with  a  woman  of 
color,  because  maybe  I  haven’t 
seen  one  in  how  many  weeks. 
Some  of  us  who  live  in  greater 
metropolitan  areas  should  not 
forget  what  the  isolation  is  like  for 
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other  women.  1  myself  grew  up  in  a 
small  town  of  5000  people.  There 
was  my  family;  the  other  groups  in 
the  town  were  Jews,  and  Poles. 
The  Jews  spoke  to  us,  the  Poles 
did  not.  The  only  time  1  saw  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  was  when  I  went  to  the 
beauty  parlor  or  when  I  went  south 
for  vacation.  So  we  have  to  re¬ 
member  the  isolation  that  so  many 
of  us  function  in  and  even  within 
the  metropolitan  areas  the  isola¬ 
tion  within  which  we  function. 

I’d  just  like  to  say  for  a  minute, 
in  trying  to  prepare  my  words  to 
talk  to  you  tonight  I  had  to  really 
ask  myself:  “Why  am  1  in  the 
women’s  movement?”  Because  I 
wasn’t  always  in  it.  I  used  to  only 
think  of  being  in  Third-World 
organizations  and  in  some  sense  I 
felt  that  maybe  one  precluded  the 
other.  But  I  think  I  was  buying 
some  of  the  racism  to  which  we  are 
all  subjected  —  sort  of  the  theory: 


which  half  of  your  heart  do  you 
want  to  cut  out,  your  left  or  your 
right?  Either  you  have  to  be  in 
Third-World  politics  or  in 
women’s  politics. 

1  asked  myself  why  am  I  in  this 
women’s  movement  now  and  what 
I  had  to  answer  was  saying  that  it 
has  been  a  tremendous  struggle  for 
me  just  to  be  able  to  find  a  sense  of 
personal  dignity  and  to  be  able  to 
speak  out  my  issues  without  shame 
and  to  be  able  to  fight  and  stand 
up  for  myself.  I  consider  the 
women’s  movement  has  truly 
given  me  that  opporunity. 

1  am  in  the  women’s  movement 
because  I  want  to  build  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  force  of  women  with  a  vi¬ 
sion  who,  after  examining  the  pro¬ 
blems,  are  ready,  willing  and  able 
to  make  a  commitment  and  do 
what  we  need  to  do  —  which  is  to 
kick  ass. 


A  statement  from  Ray  Flynn 
on  gay  and  lesbian  issues 


Gay  men  and  lesbian  women  face  discrimination  in  their  daily 
lives.  The  Flynn  Administration  will  not  tolerate  this  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Discrimination  inhibits  personal  growth  and  creates  barriers 
to  mobility.  We  will  vigorously  fight  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference  as  firmly  as  we  will  work  against  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  race,  creed,  age,  national  origin  or  family  status. 
We  will: 

•  Make  the  city  a  model  employer  and  hire  people  at  all 
levels  of  city  government  to  reflect  the  diversity  of  the 
city's  population; 

•  Strengthen  health  care  facilities  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Boston  City  Hospital  and  the  neighborhood  health  centers; 

•  Work  with  the  police  department  to  fight  crimes  against 
the  gay  community;  and 

•  Work  to  prevent  discrimination  in  the  housing  market. 


Establishing  a  voice  in  City  Hall 

We  will  hire  qualified  people  from  every  community  in  the  city  to 
serve  in  city  government  at  all  levels.  The  City  will  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference  in  its  hiring  prac¬ 
tices.  In  addition, 

•  We  will  continue  the  position  of  a  liaison  to  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  The  office  will  serve  as  an  advocate  of 
gay  and  lesbian  concerns  to  the  administration. 

•  This  office  will  establish  an  advisory  group  to  assess  the 
needs  of  the  gay  community,  determine  how  the  city 
should  address  those  needs,  and  monitor  the  city's  progress 
in  eliminating  discrimination. 


Health  Needs 

We  will  promote  quality  health  care  programs  that  address  the 
needs  of  the  gay  community  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

•  We  will  assist  clinics  in  obtaining  the  necessary  support  to 
provide  adequate  health  care; 

•  We  will  continue  to  support  efforts  to  combat  AIDS;  and 

•  We  will  support  the  ongoing  efforts  at  Boston  City 
Hospital  to  address  health  needs  of  the  gay  community. 

Public  Safety 

Crime  and  the  fear  of  crime  disrupt  people's  lives  and  threaten 
their  well-being.  Many  crimes  are  directed  specifically  towards  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities  and  deserve  particular  attention. 

•  We  will  work  with  the  Boston  Police  Department  to  sensi¬ 
tize  police  officers  to  deal  with  those  crimes; 

•  We  will  increase  police  protection  in  all  areas  of  the  city 
without  regard  to  the  racial  or  sexual  orientation  of  those 
communities;  and 

•  We  will  institute  regular  meetings  between  police  and  gay 
community  leaders. 

Housing 

Safe  and  affordable  housing  is  a  basic  human  right.  It  should  be 
available  to  all,  regardless  of  income,  age,  sex,  race,  national 
origin,  or  sexual  preference.  We  will  strengthen  the  Fair  Housing 
Commission  to  respond  to  complaints  of  discrimination  by  any 
person  so  that  all  people  may  seek  and  obtain  housing. 

My  candidacy  for  mayor  represents  an  end  to  the  politics  of 
divisiveness  in  Boston.  We  will  unite  the  people  of  this  city  by 
working  on  the  economic  issues  which  we  share  as  Boston 
residents.  We  must  remove  the  barriers  of  discrimination  which  pit 
one  against  another.  As  our  city  prospers,  we  will  make  sure  that 
no  segment  of  our  population  is  left  behind. 


Committee  to  Elect  Ray  Flynn  Mayor,  80  Broad  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110  (617)  423-4343 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

mousie  mousie  wildflower 

Once  upon  a  time 
I  had  a  rhyme 
Where  is  it  now? 

No  longer  can  I  sing 

I  don't  know  how 

What's  the  difference 

where  we  go 

the  sun's  the  sun 

the  snow's  the  snow 

And  nobody  gives  a  damn 

who  you  are 

or  who  I  am 

And  it's  late 

and  I'm  tired 

Sure  it’s  not 

what’s  desired 

But  what  is 

that  matters 

in  patches  and  tatters 

we  will  go 

I  don't  care 

Anyway,  any  where. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ _ 

THE  RESULTS  ARE  IN! 

POETRY  CONTEST  WINNERS 

For  the  next  three  weeks,  one  per  week, 
we  will  run  the  poems  that  won  the 
GCN  Classified  Poetry  Contest.  Since 
no  one  sent  a  serious  entry,  only 
humorous  poems  will  appear.  Thanks 
and  congratulations  to  the  winners. 
Your  prizes  are  on  the  way. 


#2 

Don't  regret 
Having  waited — 

Better  get 

Vaccinated.  — Heptavax  B 


PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 

PIP 

Congratulations  on  a  marvelous 
achievement!  I  can't  imagine  even 
beginning  a  race  like  that.  Finishing  in 
such  good  time  is  really  wonderful.  We 
love  you.  Porcmouse. _ 

LF  is  looking  for  short  house-sit  or  sub¬ 
let  thru  Dec  or  Jan.  Will  walk  your  plant 
or  water  your  dog.  Desperate  but 
responsible  prof,  in  between  apts. 
Please  call  Betsy  625-7897. _ (17) 

421  DICKINSON 
S'MORE  GIRLS 
In  a  peaceful  home 
With  two  purring  cats 
The  pumpkin  shone 
Amid  friendly  chats 
So  nice  to  see  you 
Great  to  hear 
S’more's  good  few 
Women  there 
Are  still  exciting 
To  visit,  touch; 

A  night  delighting 
Me  so  much. 

And  if  you  find 
A  moment  free 
Repay  in  kind 
And  visit  me. 

Listen  to  one 
Who  has  a  BA, 

Have  some  fun 
And  go  away 
To  get  some  kicks 
And  for  a  good  time, 

Call  426- 
4469 

XXX, 

Hershey 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

Thanksgiving  comes  but  once  a 
year  and  this  year  the  GCN  staff 
wants  to  celebrate  it  by  going  home 
early.  That  means  the  deadlines  for 
all  ads  have  to  be  moved  up.  There¬ 
fore,  the  classified  ads  must  be  in 
our  hands  no  later  than  noon  on 
Monday,  November  21, 1983.  Please 
make  a  note  of  this,  forgive  the  in¬ 
convenience  and  have  a  happy  holi¬ 
day.  Thank  you. 


SUPPORT 

NUCLEAR  FREE  CAMBRIDGE 

Vote  YES  on  Two,  election  day  —  Nov.  8. 
If  you  are  interested  in  working  on  the 
Nuclear  Free  Cambridge  Campaign,  or 
want  more  information,  call  Mobiliza 
tion  for  Survival,  617-354-0008. 


STRAIGHT  JOB  BLUES 
JLF  34  attractive  professional  athletic 
articulate  witty  discreet  seeks  mature 
woman  w /  broad  shoulders  kind  face 
for  sexual  encounter.  If  you  smoke  or 
are  in  a  relationship  or  hv  sexually 
transmittable  disease,  don't  reply.  GCN 
Box  736. _ (15) 

TWO  ADULT  CATS  NEED  HOME 
Avoid  kitten  costs.  These  cats  are 
healthy,  neutered,  affectionate,  and 
clean.  GBM  1  yr.  Lesb  tabby  3  yrs.  Both 
beautiful.  Moving,  can’t  take  them.  Call 
875-1241  AM  or  eve;  Anne  at  242-0606 
eve . _ (17) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???).  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 

GRADUATES  OF  HOFSTRA 

If  you  attended  Hofstra  any  time  from 
1952  to  1956,  please  write  to  GCN,  Box 
625.  I’ve  wondered  for  a  long  time  if  any 
of  you  were  like  me.  It  was  a  long  time 
ago;  the  Playhouse  was  not  yet  built. 
The  girls’  gym  was  a  Quonset  hut, 
remember???  Please  contact.  Every¬ 
thing  will  be  strictly  confidential.  It 
might  be  fun  to  talk  over  old 
unliberated  times  . .  .  Replies  sought 
from  both  men  and  women. 


Black  male,  28,  tall,  thin,  seeks  male 
26-36  for  friendship/relationship.  GCN 
Box  744 . _ (17) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  “crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  $$TORY 

Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified. 

And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results!!! 

LESBIAN  PULP  LOVERS  NIGHT: 
Slide/tape  show  on  their  history;  taped 
interview  with  Ann  Bannon;  book  sale 
of  rare  original  copies.  Nov.  12,  186 
Hampshire  Street,  CA,  $5,  doors  open 
7:30-8  pm. 

To  sm ile  and  smile  and  be  a  villain.  (17) 

Herpes  victim,  good  looking,  GWM, 
5'9'',  140  lb,  23,  sks  relationship  with 

others  18-30.  GCN  Box  735. _ (17) 

Lots  of  success  &  congrats  to  you, 
Chris.  Best  wishes  to  you,  Jil.  Keep  on 
writing.  Lisa. _ (17) 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 


34  yo  suburban  male,  serious  amateur 
naturalist,  sks  hiking  companion(s). 
Box  967;  104  Charles  St,  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (18) 

TURKEY  STUFFING 
Okay,  Friday  Folders,  what  d'ya  say  we 
make  it  a  Wednesday?  We'll  be  sending 
the  paper  out  the  day  before  Thanks¬ 
giving,  Nov  23.  The  more  hands,  the  bet¬ 
ter,  so  come  by,  help  us  out,  and  have  a 
good  time  even.  Thanks.  _ (19) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 

Racism  is  one  of  the  uglier  aspects  of 
our  culture.  We  at  GCN  abhor  it,  and 
hope  that  our  readers  share  our  views. 
We  therefore  ask  that  you  do  not 
include  race  in  the  description  of  an 
individual  you  are  seeking  to  meet 
through  our  personal  ads.  It  is  illegal 
for  us  to  specify  a  race  preference  in 
any  other  kind  of  ad  (roommate,  apart¬ 
ment,  etc.).  However,  if  you  wish  to 
identify  yourself  as  being  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  racial  or  ethnic  background, 
there  is  no  harm  in  that.  Thank  you. 

GCN  Office  Manager  (Mike)  needs 
some  help  with  a  few  projects.  One  is 
doing  a  headline  index  of  past  articles 
in  GCN.  The  other  is  setting  up  some 
metal  shelving  for  our  archives  of  past 
issues  of  other  gay  publications.  If  you 
can  help  with  either,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

LESBIAN  PULPS! 

Been  reading  the  Ann  Bannon  and 
Valerie  Taylor  lesbian  pulp  novels? 
Learn  their  history  from  Maida 
Tilchen's  slide/tape  show— AND— 
listen  to  a  taped  interview  with  Ann 
Bannon— AND— a  BOOK  SALE  of  rare 
original  copies  of  the  pulps.  They  make 
great  holiday  gifts!  Saturday,  Nov.  12, 
186  Hampshire  Street,  CA,  $5,  doors 
open  7:30  to  8  pm.  Maida  Tilchen  will  be 
there  to  answer  your  questions  about 
collecting  and  enjoying  the  pulps! 


Single  lesb  intr  in  meeting  women  with 
kid(s)  to  share  our  lives.  I  Ik  movies, 
games,  outdoors,  books,  pets,  laughter, 
children.  GCN  Box  741. _ (17) 

Clinging  oak  looking  for  a  sturdy  vine. 
GF  40s.  Maine.  Wishes  to  share  life  of 
sanity  in  a  world  gone  mad.  Must  be 
bright  w /  sense  of  humor  &  above  all 
love  life.  Any  vice  OK  in  moderation. 
GCN  Box  742. _ (18) 

OCEAN  FRONT  ON  GAY  BEACH 
San  Juan  condo  for  rent  weekly  rental 
of  handsome  twnhse  1  block  from 
Arcos  Blancos  &  across  from  Lutece 
$20  per  night  min  of  3  people.  In  Boston 
call  267-1619  or  277-5132. _ (19) 

PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 
GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. _ 

Amazing  Grace 
Lesbian  Prayer  Group 
442-4693  or  522-5502  (17) 


HI,  DRIP  DRY!!!  _ 

Homosocial  Holland  Greenbook, 
wanted  to  borrow.  Please  call  Martin  at 
(617)  253-4080  or  write  GCN  Box  737.(17) 
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ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation. .  .and  your  money!! 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


PUBLICATIONS _ 

PEOPLE  POWER 

“Lobbying  on  a  Shoestring”  tells  you 
how  to  exert  political  power  when  & 
where  it's  needed:  essential  for  acti¬ 
vists  &  advocates.  $7.75  postpaid 
MPLC  Dept  G  2  Park  Sq  Boston  MA 
02116. _ (19) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St„  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1. 545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  _  (1/mo) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order!  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  record 
catalog  for  two  20  stamps.  Womankind 
Books,  Dept  GCN.  10  W.  Carver  St.. 
Huntington.  NY  11743.  MasterCard  & 
Visa! 

Soc  i  al  i  st -Fern  i  n  i  sm  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  tne 
women's  mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org,  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY,  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK.  725  O'Farrell 
#35,  SF,  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
includjng  postage.)  (c) 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times ,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable.’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  A v,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1 .35  -t-  40®  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$1 0/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. _ 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 


Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on  Femin¬ 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity:  A 
Socialist  Feminist  Network  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Socialists.  Includes  article 
by  Nancy  Wechsler  on  the  lesbian/gay 
movement,  Wally  Silanpoa  on  personal 
politics  as  well  as  articles  on  women’s 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  and 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O'Far¬ 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler,  c/oGCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


APARTMENTS _ 

W  Som— spacious  2  br  apt  sunny,  wood 
fir,  nr  bus,  pets  OK.  Lease  from 
12/1-summer  only.  $550  inc  heat,  water, 
washer/dryer.  628-2447. _ (16) 

DORCHESTER  ASHMONT 
6  rms— 3  bdrms  recently  renovated. 
D/w,  disposal,  walk  1  blk  to  Red  Line. 
$550/mo  heated.  Good  refs,  one  mnth 
security  in  advance.  Avail  Nov  1.  Call 
265-0348,  leave  message.  (17) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). _ 

REAL  ESTATE 

FORT  HILL— ROXBURY 
4  story  brick  shell.  Negotiable.  427-0280 
or  524-4475. _ (17) 

TRURO 

Condominiums  in  the  woods:  newly 
renovated,  1  to  4  rooms,  seasonal,  near 
beaches  and  village  center.  Close  to 
Provincetown.  $20,000  to  $55,000.  Man¬ 
agement  Unlimited,  Inc  (617)  349- 
6516.  _ (20?) 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  sk  resp  &  neat  LF  30  +  to  share  spa¬ 
cious  country  home  near  93  &  495. 
Garage  W&D  all  appliances,  must  love 
dogs  (2).  400/mo  +  Vi  elec  &  phone.  Ht 
&  hw  inc  avail  Dec.  (617)685-2441.  (18) 


Prot  LF  is  looking  for  a  friendly  living 
companion  to  share  fabulous  2  bdrm 
apt  in  quiet,  sleepy  community  west  of 
128.  Smokers  OK.  Your  share  will  be 
$270/mo  +  half  of  utils.  Come  live  in 
luxury  &  style!  Call  481-4756  now.  (17) 

1  LF  sks  2  more  for  collective  house  in 

Somerville  1 10  +  ,  no  smok.  Have  a  cat. 
Nr  T,  share  meals,  fun.  Karen  623-1556 
or  566-1967  btwn  8-1:30,  (17) 

ASHMONT 

3  LF  sk  4th  or  couple  for  Ig,  beaut  apt,  2 
fl,  2  bth,  w&d,  w /  yd,  nr  T.  $130/mo  + 
util.  Lv  ms  288-3217. _ (19) 

3  LF  sk  1  LF  for  home  in  Natick.  Quiet 
nbhd,  yd,  pkg,  w/d,  wood  stove.  Share 
chores  &  food.  No  smkg/pets.  No  hvy 
drugs/alcohol.  Clean,  reliable,  sense  of 
humor.  160  + .  655-8618  eves.  (18) 

2  gay  felines  seek  human  roommates.  1 

GBM,  1  L  tabby.  Can’t  pay  rent,  offer 
loads  of  affection.  We  are  neutered,  & 
healthy.  Call  875-1241.  (17) 

Brighton— LF,  27,  veggie,  easygoing 
seeks  F  for  Irg,  nice  apt.  Big  bdrm,  park¬ 
ing,  safe  neigh.  Avail  immed  $210  + 
util.  Keep  trying.  783-3730. _ (18) 

LF  seeks  LF  25  +  to  share  sunny  West 
Somerville  apt.  Indep,  political  (but  not 
PC)  with  humor.  $165/mo  inc  heat.  Avail 
now,  628-4530. _  (18) 

GM,  LF  sk  2  others.  Large  newly  reno¬ 
vated  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP  house.  Sm 
bdrm  $110,  Ig  bdrm  $175.  Robert 
524-7043.  (18) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Grp  formng  for  lesbian  mothers  &  their 
female  partners  in  childrearng  to  dis¬ 
cuss  issues  involving  raisng  childrn 
togthr.  Rubi/JR,  524-0034  or  Donna/ 
Mary  298-0914. _ (15) 

LESBIAN  NRSG  SUPPORT  GRP 
Lesb  nurses  interested  in  starting  Bos¬ 
ton  area  grp  (monthly  potlucks)  for  sup¬ 
port,  info  exchange  re:  alternative 
health  practices  (polarity,  massage, 
ther  touch  etc),  call  484-9346  and  leave 
message. _ (11) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News ,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI.  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.oo  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  _perwk.  $ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name  _ City  _ : _ State  _ 

Address _ Zip _ Phone  _ 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 


Classifieds 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri’ 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept.  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  potluck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 


BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Bdston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.|  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St..  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (c) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  youTe  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011, 
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Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymede 
Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

TURKEY  STUFFING 
Okay,  Friday  Folders,  what  d’ya  say  we 
make  it  a  Wednesday?  We'll  be  sending 
the  paper  out  the  day  before  Thanks¬ 
giving,  Nov  23.  The  more  hands,  the  bet¬ 
ter,  so  come  by,  help  us  out,  and  have  a 
good  time  eve n.  Thanks. _ ( 1 9) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 

Racism  is  one  of  the  uglier  aspects  of 
our  culture.  We  at  GCN  abhor  it.  and 
hope  that  our  readers  share  our  views. 
We  therefore  ask  that  you  do  not 
include  race  in  the  description  of  an 
individual  you  are  seeking  to  meet 
through  our  personal  ads.  It  is  illegal 
for  us  to  specify  a  race  preference  in 
any  other  kind  of  ad  (roommate,  apart¬ 
ment,  etc.).  However,  if  you  wish  to 
identify  yourself  as  being  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  racial  or  ethnic  background, 
there  is  no  harm  in  that.  Thank  you. 

GCN  Office  Manager  (Mike)  needs 
some  help  with  a  few  projects.  One  is 
doing  a  headline  index  of  past  articles 
in  GCN.  The  other  is  setting  up  some 
metal  shelving  for  our  archives  of  past 
issues  of  other  gay  publications.  If  you 
can  help  with  either,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you.  

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???).  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 


If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  “crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  SSTORY 
Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified, 

And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results!!! _ 

’  BED  US! 

Well,  cot  us,  anyway.  We  would  really 
appreciate  it  if  someone  would  give  us 
a  cot  or  two.  We  have  several  staffers 
with  bad  backs  and  a  cot  to  lie  down  on 
during  the  day  would  help  them  tremen¬ 
dously.  If  you  want  to  give  us  one, 
please  call  Michael  426-4469.  Thanks. 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

Thanksgiving  comes  but  once  a 
year  and  this  year  the  GCN  staff 
wants  to  celebrate  it  by  going  home 
early.  That  means  the  deadlines  for 
all  ads  have  to  be  moved  up.  There¬ 
fore.  the  classified  ads  must  be  in 
our  hands  no  later  than  noon  on 
Monday,  November  21, 1983.  Please 
make  a  note  of  this,  forgive  the  in¬ 
convenience  and  have  a  happy  holi¬ 
day.  Thank  you. 


TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else's.  Or  maybe  someone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don't  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  jsjto  change  hands. 

RESORTS 


VERMONT 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill/x-country  skiing,  snowshoe 
walks,  &  a  cozy  wood  stove  for  keeping 
warm.  Bd  &  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men— nr  Stratton,  Mt  Snow.  Reserv 
only.  Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. 

FOR  SALE _ 

CHRISTMAS  DING-A-LING 
It’s  a  red  and  green  satin  pouch  with 
bells! !  New-Sexy-Fun!  A  great  stocking 
gift.  Send  $13.95  plus  $1  postage  to 
Naughty  Nightie,  12  Beverly  Hills  Ave, 
Beverly,  MA  01915. _ (20) 

Bk  to  school  — must  sell  1983  Toyota 
Celica  GT.  White  ext,  blue  int,  3  dr  lift- 
back.  5  sp  manual,  loaded  extras,  13k 
mi.  Mint  cond.  (617)  655-8618  eves.  (17) 

NEED  MONEY 

For  Sale:  Honda  350  CL,  on  or  off  roao 
bike:  $400  or  BO;  Gibson  SG  Bass  Amp: 
$200;  Olivetti  Copia  II  copier,  roll  fed, 
wet  copier:  $150  or  BO.  Call  Sherry  at 
426-4469  weekdays.  (c) 

For  Sale:  1970  Karmann  Ghia.  Engine 
runs,  needs  rebuilding  Body  fair,  in¬ 
terior  &  chassis  good.  $250  or  best  of- 
fer,  648-7612,  7-10  PM. _ (c) 

PAT  BOND  READS  ON  TAPE 

Pat  Bond  reads  “The  Songs  of  Belitis,” 
erotic  lesbian  poetry.  The  tape  is  $10 
plus  $1.00  postage  &  handling.  To:  Pat 
Bond,  211  Canal  #11,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94901. _ (25) 


Tiffany  Lamps.  Closed  Restaurant.  Will 
sell  all  handmade  stained  glass  lamps. 
Call  431-7390 (17) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Spending  the  weekend  in  NYC?  Stay  at 

Women's  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Located 
Central  Manhattan.  Private  bedroom — 
shared  bath.  $18  single/$20  double 
Reservations  (212)  794-8645  (igj 

INSTRUCTION 

beginners  acting  class 

Be  dramatic!  Let  yourself  out  on  Tues 
ngts  5-7  at  the  Mobius  Theatre  Boston 
begin  Nov  15.  Taught  by  Susie  Chancey 
&  Michelle  Gabo,  876-9170. 522-7377.  (17) 

SERVICES _ 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS.  (20) 

BOUND  FOR 
THE  EXECUTIVE  SUITE 
Reports  to  write?  Need  help  with  your 
ideas  and  style? 

Private  consultation  with  a  Business 
Writing  teacher.  PhD.  12  years  ex¬ 
perience. 

A  program  will  be  designed  specifically 
to  improve  your  written  and/or  oral 
reports. 

Call  for  appointment:  524-5433  between 
8-9  am.  9-11  pm  or  drop  a  note  to  GCN 
Box  694. 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos.  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  782-7615. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


GAY  MEN'S  WEEKEND 
Weekend  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  and  clarify  what  being  gay  men 
means  collectively  &  individually.  Call 
Francis  628-6988. 


Reliable  house  cleaning  services.  Have 
references.  Please  call  answering  ser- 
vice  825-6700  Steve. _ (17) 

WOMEN  SURVIVORS 
"I  Never  Told  Anyone":  workshop  for 
women  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
Dec  3-4,  10  am-6  pm.  Led  by  Ellen  Bass, 
feminist  poet  &  counselor.  Sliding  fee. 
Pam  576-2368  or  GCN  Box  743.  (19) 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb. 
523-3772.  You'll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 

COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
Who  want  to  take  control  of  their  lives, 
who  are  trapped  in  addictive  relation¬ 
ships,  unrewarding  jobs,  are  grieving 
old  wounds,  have  reached  an  impasse 
coming  out.  Also  for  couples  who  are 
stuck  &  struggling.  Please  call  Gail 
Koplow,  625-9006  for  free  initial  inter¬ 
view.  Oriented  toward  healing  depres¬ 
sion  &  real  change.  (ig) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TWO  ADULT  CATS  NEED  HOME 
Avoid  kitten  costs.  These  cats  are 
healthy,  neutered,  affectionate,  and 
clean.  GBM  1  yr.  Lesb  tabby  3  yrs.  Both 
beautiful.  Moving,  can't  take  them.  Call 
875-1241  AM  or  eve;  Anne  at  242-0606 
eve. _  (17) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

HEALTH  &  COMMUNITY  DEV 
Program  Assoc  for  Africa  Boston  based 
international  social  action  agncy. 
Fluent  French  overseas  exp  writing  & 
research  skills  grad  degree  pref.  Salary 
17K  plus  benefits.  EEO  send  resumes 
to  Search  Committee  78  Beacon  St, 
Boston.  MA  02108.  (17) 

CLINICIAN 

LCSW,  LICSW,  M.Ed,  full  time  clinical 
position,  experience  working  w /  gay 
men's  community,  alcoholism  & 
resources  required.  Resumes  only  no 
calls  to  Clinical  Director  GLCS  80  Boyl- 
ston  St  Rm  855  Boston  MA  02116.  (17) 

TRAVEL _ _ 

TRAVEL— KEY  WEST 
Free  Brochure  &  Map  Include: 
Accommodations-Restaurants-Shops-Bars 
Write:  Key  West  Business  Guild 
P.O.  Box  1208  GC  Key  West,  FL  33040 
(305)  296-7535 _ (12-?) 
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Hello!  I  got  your  address  from  New 
Dawn  who  I  was  hoping  to  find  some 
gay  women  with  but  they  want  a  fee 
which  I  can’t  afford  but  they  were  kind 
enough  to  give  me  your  name  and  ad¬ 
dress.  I  appreciate  any  help  you  can 
give  me  in  finding  gay  women  who’d 
like  to  write.  Thank  you,  Leah 
LAWONN,  33588,  PO  Box  3400 
Goodyear  AZ  85338. 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 


<£> 


I’d  like  very  much  to  receive  your 
newspaper  and  to  be  added  to  your  pen¬ 
pal  list,  in  hopes  of  corresponding  with 
ferns  only.  I’m  very  affectionate  and 
sensitive  and  looking  for  some  serious 
correspondence  with  a  loving  woman. 
Noradean  ALEXANDER,  15614B,  1479 
Collins  Ave.,  Marysville  OH  43040. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!!! 

OK,  now  that  I’ve  got  your  attention: 
in  the  near  future  we  hope  to  put 
together  some  “Freedom’s  Just” 
(prisoner  writings)  on  these  topics,  so 
get  out  your  pens  (or  typewriters,  if  you 
can  —  double-spaced,  please )  and  stop 
worrying  about  being  a  good  writer  and 
just  write  like  you  were  talking  to  a 
friend  about  something  you  care  about. 
(1)  Prisoners  writing  about  successes 
they’ve  had  with  changing  things,  and 
also  about  what  kinds  of  changes  are 
most  important  to  make  now;  (2)  case 
law  on  censorship  of  mail,  and  on 
sexual  harassment  and  the  misuse  of 
‘protective  custody'(segregation);  (3) 
poetry;  (4)  writings  about  your  relations 
with  people  in  different  races  and 
(economic)  classes  and  their  attitudes 
toward  gay  sex;  (5)  notes  on 
organizations  in  your  area  that  are 
helpful  to  prisoners  (publications,  legal 
help,  jobs  and  housing  resources  for 
parole  etc.)  We’re  interested  in  seeing 
things  from  people  both  inside  and  out. 
Thanks.  Enjoy. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PRISONERS:  SINCE  WE 
HAVE  ONLY  A  LIMITED  NUMBER  OF 
PAPERS  TO  SEND  OUT  TO 
PRISONERS,  PLEASE  DON’T  ASK  FOR 
A  COPY  FOR  YOURSELF  IF  YOU  CAN 
READ  ONE  THAT  SOMEONE  ELSE 
THERE  IS  GETTING.  THANKS! 


The  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  Bulletin  is 
available  to  persons  who  are  imprison¬ 
ed  for  having  sex  with  minors.  Contact 
Rock  Thatcher,  PO  Box  10675,  Phoenix 
AZ  85064. 


Prisoners  getting  books  from  GCN 
might  like  to  send  a  note  of  thanks  (if 
you  have  the  extra  postage;  don’t  worry 
about  it  if  you  don’t)  to  Fred  Welch, 
P.O.Box  447,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94302.  He’s 
been  sending  us  a  lot  of  stamps  to  send 
out  books  with. 


Another  note  about  postage:  Before 
sending  any  kind  of  postage  to 
prisoners,  ask  them  what  kind  (if  any) 
they  are  allowed  to  receive.  Otherwise 
your  letter  may  be  returned. 


Would  appreciate  very  much  exchang¬ 
ing  letters  with  other  gay  men  and 
women.  I  don’t  want  money,  just  some 
contact  with  people  who  think  of  me  as 
their  friend.  I  enjoy  camping,  traveling, 
fireplaces,  art,  science,  rock  'n  roll,  and 
dancing.  Photo  would  be  nice,  if  possi¬ 
ble.  I’d  especially  like  to  hear  from  TVs 
and  TSs!  Robert  KNIGHT,  PO  Box  7000, 
Carson  City  NV  89702. _ 

I  was  just  given  one  of  your  papers  and 
thought  it  was  really  terrific,  especially 
when  I  saw  the  prisoner  seeking  friends 
section.  I  must  say  something  of  that 
sort  is  overdue  and  I  thank  you  for 
myself  and  for  others  of  our  ranks  who 
don’t  feel  as  okay  about  their  sexuality 
as  I  do.  I’d  like  a  penpal  myself.  I  love 
people  who  are  intelligent,  strong,  sen¬ 
sitive  and  who  like  to  share  thoughts 
and  dreams.  Darrell  ELLIS,  Y-118414, 
c/o  AYCC,  Rt  4  Box  494-B,  Aiken  SC 
29801. 


Sincere,  salyric  single. 

Temporarily  unable  to  mingle, 

Tho’  in  person  is  better, 

I  will  answer  your  letter, 
til  such  time  as  we  can  mingle. 

Gary  ALEXANDER,  00495-031, 
MCC  Tucson,  8901  S.  Wilmot  Rd. 

Tucson,  AZ  85706. 


Wiccian,  would  like  to  meet  sincere 
people  to  correspond  with.  I  will  answer 
all  letters.  Love  and  light.  Malcolm 
WEAVER,  Box  A,  Thomaston  ME  04861. 


I’m  bisexual,  love  sports  and  have  dif 
ferent  hobbies.  Will  answer  all  letters 
because  I’m  very  lonely  and  have  very 
few  friends.  Bud  CONGER,  C-1  Box 
114015,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


Aquarius,  muscular  build,  seeking  com¬ 
panionship  from  which  a  committment 
for  life  may  be  allowed  to  flourish. 
However,  my  cherished  hobby  is  pro 
longed  romance.  Michael  BROOKS, 
N02856,  Box  99,  Pontiac  IL  61764. 


British  GM  seeks  correspondence.  A 
long  way  from  home  and  am  in  need  of 
a  friend.  Roy  A.  McClung,  075434,  Box 
488,  E-45,  Polk  City  FL  33868. 


Would  like  to  hear  from  any  gay  people 
who’d  care  enough  to  write.  I  am  a  very 
lonely  person  and  would  welcome  any 
letters.  Stanley  SMITH,  C-1,  Box 
EF-1 14393,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


ATTENTION  TRANSSEXUALS!  I’m 
looking  for  other  transsexuals  to  correspond 
with.  I  am  very  lonely  and  would  like  some¬ 
one  in  or  out  to  write  me  and  help  me  deal 
with  the  mental  anguish  and  macho  domi¬ 
nant  attitude  of  this  institution.  Your  letters 
will  be  appreciated.  Dale  BRAKE,  7274, 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 
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